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Reaching Qut to the World
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The University continued to make a global impact through a series of
international exchanges, partnerships and collaborations.
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EXPANDING OUR INTERNATIONAL NETWORK
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Global wisdom for
University development

The fourth International Advisory Board meeting took place on
13-15 November 2013 to discuss the theme of knowledge transfer.
Attending members had fruitful exchanges with local policy makers,
industry leaders, the University's senior management, faculty
members, students and alumni. During the event, they shared views
and advised on how PolyU could enhance strategic developmentin
knowledge transfer.
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Strengthening academic collaboration

During the year, 43 international exchange agreements were signed
or renewed with partner institutions in over 16 countries. PolyU has
established 250 exchange agreements with 211 partners in over
30 countries or regions.

In 2013/14, the International Student Ambassador Scheme
subsidized 156 International Student Ambassadors to promote

PolyU overseas during their outreach to 40 countries, including Egypt,

Finland, India, Japan, the Netherlands, Peru, Romania, Russia, South
Korea, UK, United Arab Emirates and USA.

In October 2013, PolyU signed an institutional Memorandum
of Understanding with Sweden's Malmaé University in order to
strengthen academic exchanges and research collaboration.
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In April 2014, a PolyU delegation visited the University of Cincinnati
in the U.S. and signed an agreement on concurrent enrolment
programmes that will lead to two master’s degrees.

During the year, PolyU organized or co-hosted important
international conferences, including the International Conference on
Advanced Molecular Technologies, the Seventh International Food
Safety Symposium, the Seventh International Symposium of Intimate
Apparel and the 2014 Center for Accounting Research and Education
(CARE) Conference.

A high-level delegation of Rectors, Presidents and Vice-rectors
from 16 Russian universities visited PolyU in December 2013.

They discussed best practices in internationalization and learned
about developing structural change strategies in a university setting
from their Asian peers.

In February 2014, PolyU received Prof. Victor Zue, Director of
International Relations of the Computer Science and Artificial
Intelligence Lab and Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer
Science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

During his visit, he shared his insights on innovation and the potential
impact of MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) on PolyU.
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A delegation led by Kazakhstan's Ministry of Education and Science,

and accompanied by the Consul General of Kazakhstan in Hong Kong,

paid a visit to PolyU in May 2014. The delegation, which comprised
Rectors and Vice-rectors of 19 Kazakhstan universities, learned from
PolyU representatives about the governance and organizational
structure of universities in Hong Kong.

Prof. John H. Lienhard V, Professor of Water and Food at MIT and
Director of the Center for Clean Water and Clean Energy at MIT
and King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, met with
senior management and researchers of PolyU in June 2014 to
explore research collaboration opportunities in food safety and
clean water.
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OUTREACH TO MAINLAND CHINA
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Capacity building in disaster
relief and reconstruction

The Institute for Disaster Management and Reconstruction, PolyU's
regional base established with Sichuan University, continued to
support post-quake reconstruction, education and community
development in south-eastern China. Named a National Training
Base for Professional Social Workers by the Ministry of Civil Affairs in
2013, the facility was among the first batch of 37 institutions to win
such an honour in the Chinese mainland.

In 2013, a total of 36 students enrolled in the joint PhD programme in
disaster relief and reconstruction offered by the Institute. Another 105
students registered for four master's degree programmes in prosthetics
and orthotics, disaster nursing, physical therapy and occupational
therapy. A master's degree programme in social services administration
will be launched in the upcoming academic year.

Boosting research funding through Shenzhen Base

In 2013, the PolyU Base on Commercialization, Training and Research
in Shenzhen successfully bid on 73 projects funded by the Ministry
of Science and Technology, National Natural Science Foundation

of China, Guangdong and Shenzhen. Total funding amounted

to RMB32.74 million and, by the end of December 2013, the
accumulated mainland grants in Shenzhen exceeded RMB77 million.
The Shenzhen Base also attracted significant support from mainland
industries through its recently established Knowledge Transfer
Centre. In the reporting year, the Centre facilitated 75 consultancy
projects with accumulated funding of more than RMB20 million, in
support of knowledge transfer and research development at PolyU.

Opening of Shanghai Liaison 0Office

The Shanghai Liaison Office at Tongji University was established

in July 2013. Since its opening, the office has worked closely with
the Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan Office of Tongji University to
strengthen ties between the two universities. The Shanghai Liaison
Office has also lent its support to activities such as work-integrated
education, alumni networking, student exchange programmes,
entrepreneurship programmes, study tours and the recruitment

of mainland students. Together with the University's regional base
in Hangzhou, the opening of the Shanghai office is an important
milestone in PolyU's growing strategic presence in eastern China.
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Research collaboration with mainland partners

The Regional Base in Xian has driven the rapid development of the
new Research Centre in Creative Culture Industries for Western
China. Two Creative Culture Industry forums were held separately
in Xi'an and in Hong Kong, where academics and practitioners in the
field shared their research findings and industry experience.

During the year, PolyU's Department of Logistics and Maritime
Studies and Zhejiang University's School of Management and Ocean
College, set up the International Centre for Maritime and Logistics
Management in Hangzhou. The main objective of the Centre is to
foster research collaboration and facilitate high impact research and
knowledge transfer activities in Zhejiang Province with a focus on the
Zhou Shan Islands.

Enriching student learning experiences

In collaboration with academic departments, key mainland university
partners and NGOs, the Chinese Mainland Affairs Office offered

a total of 32 student enrichment programmes. Branded under

the Discover Chinese Mainland Programme, these programmes
included subjects for mainland cluster area requirements, mainland
service learning, mainland placement, global youth leadership, the
Mainland Experience Scheme and PRC Ministry of Education’s Ten
Thousand People Scheme, which gives students the opportunity to
acquire knowledge in China. About 880 students benefited from the
programmes in the summer of 2014.
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Additional programme choices
for mainland students

In collaboration with leading universities, PolyU offered 28

classes across 15 different academic programmes in the Chinese
mainland during the 2013/14 year. Subject areas included business,
sacial work, hotel and tourism, real estate, information systems,
physiotherapy and occupational therapy.

Enrolment in the programmes stood at over 1,100 students, with
some 990 students attending classes at PolyU outposts, mainly
in Xi'an and Hangzhou. During the year, PolyU and its partner
universities launched one new doctoral programme and four new
master's degree programmes, taking PolyU to a total of 23 state-
approved programmes in the Chinese mainland.

PolyU collaborated with leading mainland universities to offer Joint
PhD programmes. In 2013, PolyU's Senate approved Xi‘an Jiaotong
University as one of the partner universities for the programmes.

A total of 44 students registered at PolyU for these programmes
during the review period, including students from the Harbin Institute
of Technology, Sichuan University, Sun Yat-sen University and Tongji
University.

The Chinese Mainland Affairs Office recruitment team conducted

over 30 in-school talks and 11 public seminars in Beijing, Shanghai,
Hangzhou, Chengdu, Xian, Jinan, Ningbo, Taiyuan, Zhengzhou, Xiamen
and Hefei. Around 3,500 parents and students attended the talks and
seminars. For the 2014 entry cohort, a total of 3,500 applications
were received and 290 students admitted into undergraduate
programmes. The number of applications for taught postgraduate
programmes was 15,000, with around 950 students admitted.
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Further opportunities for student exchange

Aroadmap for the gradual expansion of student exchange
opportunities was drawn up for the 2014/15 Mainland and Taiwan
Student Exchange Programme. New exchange partnerships were
explored and five exchange MOUs renewed with a higher quota,
leading to a significant increase in student enrolment numbers.
Atotal of 138 outbound students and 152 inbound students were
recorded in 2013/14, representing a rise of 52% and 22% respectively
over the previous year.

Mainland scholars honoured

On 27 November 2013, PolyU honoured six renowned scholars from
the Chinese mainland through the Distinguished Chinese Visiting
Scholars Scheme, which marked its 20th anniversary this year. All
scholars are either members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences or
the Chinese Academy of Engineering. They include (below photo from
right) Prof. Niu Wenyuan, Chairman of the Sustainable Development
Strategy Programme of China, Chinese Academy of Sciences;

Prof. Li Yuming, Professor of Beijing Language and Culture University;
Prof. Gao Wen, Professor of Peking University; Prof. Yan Chunhua,
Director of State Key Labaoratory of Rare Earth Materials Chemistry
and Applications, Peking University; Prof. Pei Gang, President and
Professor of Tongji University; and Prof. Lai Yuanming,

Deputy Director of the State Key Laboratory of Frozen Soil
Engineering, Chinese Academy of Science.
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