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A Bright Perspective
BI2A K BI=&ENX

Over the past few decades, economic growth and urbanization have
enhanced the quality of life of millions of people, but at the same
time, they have given rise to concerns about our environment.
Short-term expansion without thinking about sustainable development
will only incur greater long-term costs, resulting in a degraded planet.

The prospects for our future wellbeing may be warrisome, yet

| believe there is reason to be hopeful. In a recent talk | gave to
students, | cited a book that has deeply impressed me: Abundance:
The Future Is Better Than You Think by Peter H. Diamandis and Steven
Kotler. According to the authors, the accelerating pace of technology
and innovation in today's world will enable us to make greater gains
in the next two decades than we have in the previous two hundred
years. They feel that through advances in technology, we will have a
future where everyone will have access to clean water, food, energy,
health care and education.
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This should give us cause for optimism, particularly at PolyU where
we have a pivotal role to play in promoting social good for a better
world. Indeed, this is part of the University's mission of “advancing
knowledge and the frontiers of technology to meet the changing
needs of society”

Over the years, PolyU has been creating knowledge and technology
and making contributions to sustainable advancement for a better
future. Our research and innovations in different disciplines have
been providing solutions to issues about urban sustainability and
other challenges. These have included optical fibre sensor technology
for monitoring structural health and safety of trains and tracks,
structural health monitoring system for life-cycle screening of
mega-structures, hydro-power generation system for water pipes,
nano-particles that clean water, energy-saving single ring yarn
technology and eco-blocks made of recycled solid waste, to name
just a few.

PolyU's Research Institute for Sustainable Urban Development (RISUD)
is an excellent example of interdisciplinary collaboration advocating

the application of technology for a sustainable world. During the vear,
RISUD has expanded to include a total of 31 research groups who are
hard at work tackling challenges such as air pollution, heat island effects,
energy-saving in buildings and solid waste management.

On the education side, technology has also made an enormous
impact on teaching and learning for the good of society. With the
emergence of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOC), courses offered
by the world's best universities are now made available to anyone
who has access to the Internet. | am pleased to report that PolyU
has become a member of edX during the year and will be launching
MOOCs on edX in the near future.
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Service Learning —
hallmark of PolyU education

University education plays an important part in one’s life pursuit,
and | totally agree with President Tong that our younger generation
should be encouraged to become “practical dreamers” who have the
passion and courage to pursue their dreams as well as the ability to
turn dreams into reality.

At PolyU, we spare no effort in equipping our students with the
professional expertise, communication, problem-solving and
entrepreneurial skills that will help them follow their passions in life
and career.

Beyond this, we also try to instil a sense of higher purpose, to have
students look outside their own personal and career ambitions and
aspire to become ethical leaders. To that end, PolyU has taken the
lead to introduce a credit-bearing Service Learning requirement for all
students regardless of discipline. The Service Learning Programme
connects professional education with the society, providing our
students with opportunities to better appreciate societal issues

and challenges from a wider perspective, and inspire them to bring
positive changes to the world.
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During 2013/14, some 1,900 students have enrolled on 38 Service
Learning subjects offered by academic departments, covering a wide

range of service projects. Among them, 136 students participated

in Service Learning initiatives in Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar and
Rwanda while more than 300 took part in projects in the Chinese
mainland. Feedback from students have been very encouraging and
we aim to have eventually around 70 Service Learning subjects to
offer students enough diverse opportunities, both in terms of the
area of knowledge involved and the type of stakeholders served.

| take this chance to appeal for community support and partnership
to provide more service learning opportunities for our students.

Progress with community support

PolyU has been very fortunate throughout the year to have secured
the continuing support of partners and friends who share our vision
in education, research and service to the community.

The Jockey Club Innovation Tower, which houses the School of Design
and the new Jockey Club Design Institute for Social Innovation,

was officially opened on 18 March 2014, thanks to the generous
sponsorship of The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. This iconic
Zaha Hadid building is set to become the hub of design education and
the cradle of many splendid new ideas for social good.
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THE HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
JOCKEY CLUB INNOVATION TOWER

GRAND OPENING CEREMONY

18.3.2014

2013/ L FERA—TNARLRELESHER
S =+/ \EREZ2ERE © WERRA
WML ERE - B — BT B24
EEFIHE ~ HE ~ A RERE R
RIS PE=EZ R84 APEA S
REEEEE - BENREBESASE
M BRIt HERBZ2EERE -
REARELZTHRS  FHOMAERTRRZR
MRS ALEE - AT RURFS ANRAERM
BFhE - Bltle  RY@ELe|RAIEN
HEEE  BERELREIZREEY
FItgE -

BERE Exmg

BAREHE - MR BTES T ENES
—HEXRR - BE—F > BAEEIEE
BHUSRETRMSR » BERREE -

HEEEEGREETECEDINESS
BIFIEEMR2014F 38 18HIERREE @ HERS
MERIZBILE - 15372 (Zaha Hadid ) %5t
REARFAZBRMFRINESSEEA
WG IRIEES - BB BERN
eih - LIRS B3 B EE -

ARG 0B/14 | XEFE 0



We try to instil a sense of higher purpose, to have students
look outside their own personal and career ambitions and
aspire to become ethical leaders.
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With strong support from the aviation industry and the Government,
PolyU co-founded with Boeing Hong Kong's first Aviation Services
Research Centre (ASRC) and celebrated the opening of Phase One of
the Centre on 13 November 2013. | have great confidence that the
ASRC will further enhance Hong Kong's position as a warld-class
service provider of MRO (Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul) and
steer the development of aviation-related industries in the region.

Working towards a better future

PolyU takes pride in our contributions to society at various stages

of its development in terms of manpower development, creation

and transfer of knowledge and technology as well as service to the
community. Looking ahead, social responsibility will continue to be an
important guiding principle of the University in all of its endeavours.
PolyU academics will continue to engage in high-impact research
aiming to tackle global challenges. We are also determined to develop
graduates who are not only competent professionals, but also caring
members of the society with passion and a serving heart. With the
concerted efforts of Council and Court Members and our dedicated
team of staff members, as well as the unfailing support of our
alumni, partners and friends, | am confident that PolyU will continue
to contribute towards making our world a better place.
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Marjorie Yang, 685, /P
Chairman of Council

December 2014
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