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I ﬁ E; = Polytechnic University for another

MOVING WITH
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RISING TO THE

U |

together we can achieve even greater success
for the benefit of Hong Kong and the world.
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Changing pedagogy in times of challenges

In these times of astonishing advances in so many fields, we are well
aware of the community’s rising expectations and are determined

to contribute even more to society through education, research and
knowledge transfer. At the same time we must be aware of stumbling
blocks on the road to progress.

In the cover story of TIME magazine’s special college report titled
“What Colleges will Teach in 2025 — America must resolve the conflict
between knowledge and know-how”, the writer details some alarming
facts about US tertiary education. It is noted that 36 percent of
college graduates did not show any significant cognitive gains from
their four years of study, and half of American employers say they
cannot find qualified graduates to hire. Let this be a lesson for us.
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Knowledge, not only in science and technology, changes rapidly.
Pedagogy must change as well. The present trend in pedagogy places
emphasis on critical thinking, discussion and expression of one’s
viewpoint as well as active planning for lifetime learning; i.e. students
must explore knowledge for themselves rather than being passively
absorbing what is taught. Training in insightful analysis and introspective
study is what enriches brains and expands young imaginations.

Do well in professions, do good for the world

At PolyU, we have designed a curriculum that provides a broad-based
education to complement the strong professional orientation of our
programmes. The University works on widening students’ horizons by
providing a wide array of “broadening subjects” in fields that include
the humanities, history, culture, science and technology, so that they
can explore the world beyond their chosen professions.

By providing a wide spectrum of choice for undergraduates,

we nurture the creativity of our students, who will eventually become

professionals with knowledge-enriched and broadened minds.

Not only will they do well in their chosen professions; they will also be
mentally equipped to take up their roles as responsible global citizens.

Our Dean of Students Office organizes seminars and activities that aim
to enrich our students’ experience outside the classroom. In September
2013, | took part in the “Planning Your Way of Life” series and shared
with some 200 students my university life experience under the theme
“What | Wish | Knew when | Studied in University”. | must say that | was
glad to see the overwhelming response of the students.

Students learn through serving the underprivileged

At PolyU, education is not only about imparting knowledge but

also applying that knowledge to make the world a better place. In
pursuance of this idealistic concept, this summer several hundred
PolyU students travelled out of Hong Kong to take part in service-
learning programmes in Cambodia, Rwanda, Indonesia, Vietnam and
the Chinese mainland.

Students brought a new dimension to orphans’ lives by teaching
them how to use software for digital story-telling and animation
programming, thereby bringing into their lives the exciting element

of hope for a better future. When it was found that some children
could not continue their studies at night as darkness settled over their
villages, our students helped them set up solar panels and so brought
into the children’s lives the boon of light by which to study at night.

Through serving the needy with their professional knowledge, our
students have not only broadened their own horizons as responsible
global citizens but also brought back many unforgettable memories.
What a rewarding and heart-warming experience for them...
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This year, my heart is gladdened to see so many new initiatives taking
shape across the campus. Some of the larger scale ones include

the establishment of the Research Institute for Sustainable Urban
Development, to lead the way on urban sustainability; the Aviation
Services Research Centre, in collaboration with the Boeing Company,
to boost the growth of the aviation industry; and the Jockey Club
Design Institute for Social Innovation, to effect changes in society
through design. All these would have been impossible without the

great support of business and industry as well as the wider community.

In particular, | am delighted that highly encouraging philanthropic
support has continued to flow in throughout the year. This has
enabled such advances as the establishment of eight Endowed
Professorships, and the building of the Innovation Tower and the
establishment of the Design Institute for Social Innovation supported
by the Hong Kong Jockey Club. With further community support,

we will certainly be able to achieve more in the future.

| am confident that PolyU will continue to stay at the forefront of
educational development and innovative research, turning vision into
reality for a better future not just for Hong Kong, but for the world as
awhole.

Finally, my special thanks to Council Members for the trust that they
have so generously given me over the past four years. With their
continued support, as well as that of the University management,
staff, students and alumni, | am sure PolyU will be able to achieve
even more for the benefit of mankind.

Marjorie Yang, GBS, JP

Chairman of Council

December 2013

FR, BEETADHEE, SRRREHE, B
EHETE%U(E’\J@%ER_LrTﬁﬁaiﬁEFﬁé’éEEﬂm
By, BULHERTR AT AR R EE ARG
YRS T2 BRI I T, BN HEEI M ZR R 5R
MR I EBE R EEGHERIITRE R,
BEMITRIR G SREE U LRERES
ZEBHR EREGERFRRNZTE, FHEIR
FFRER.

HNFABRERSHER, RERFIRR ERN
XHPREBUAIL/NERSHEFE . EEES

BRYIRBHE R AR AR SR RET B A
HBIRFRR. L ERRNEBR, BEXE
BROEEX M,

HREENSEEEDHE RREMAIFR, 2
NBEER AtEREMFREEERFIHR,

R RELROBHEUREGREBENF
BOEE, R EEEREGHE ASEEE.F
B BARRRNEORRE, BHRED, EAE L
B A, ERIMR.

45 521%
REGERE

1581, GBS, IP

—g—=£+2R



