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PREPARED FOR

THE NEW HIGHER
EDUCATION ERA
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As an educational institution, what makes
us happiest is to know that the lives of
our students have been enriched by their
university experience, that they have been
able to show their potential in a wide
range of areas, and be recognized for
their talent.
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The 75th Anniversary marks another milestone in the development
of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. It is an occasion for us to
cherish our glorious past, to review the journey we have travelled and
to look ahead to our future.

We have certainly established a strong foundation over the past
decades, as shown by the great support for our anniversary activities
from the University community, our alumni, and well-wishers in the
wider society. During the year, we have also prepared ourselves for
long-term future advancement, developing a new vision and mission

statement, and our Strategic Plan for the six years to 2017/18.

Together, these factors should position us to advance confidently in
the new era of higher education in Hong Kong that commenced with
the arrival of the four-year undergraduate degree system in September
2012, and to meet the rising expectations of students, parents and
other stakeholders.
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Facilitating education and research

We fully recognize that today’s knowledge-based economy requires
graduates capable of research and proactive learning, and equipped
with both theoretical understanding and hands-on experience. During
the year, | have therefore taken great pride in the opening of two key

facilities that will give PolyU an edge in our provision of such education.

Last summer, | attended the official opening ceremony of PolyU'’s
Shenzhen Base, located in Nanshan District's High-Tech Industrial
Park. This facility will help the University to develop its research
capabilities in the Pearl River Delta, as well as provide executive
training, consultancy and R&D activities. We will thus be able
to further advance the region’s human resources while also

contributing to the upgrading of economic activity.

In September 2011, | attended the grand opening of Hotel ICON, a
full-service hotel owned by PolyU integrating teaching and learning
activities. Hotel ICON represents the world-class excellence that PolyU
pursues. lts superb educational opportunities usefully facilitate the
work of the School of Hotel and Tourism Management, which is ranked
second among the world’s academic institutions in hospitality and
tourism based on research output. In addition, the School encourages
our students to aim high and to strive to become leaders in hotels,
hospitality businesses and the tourism industry in Hong Kong, the

Chinese mainland and internationally.

Building future solutions

This September, | was delighted to join the topping-out ceremony
of the Jockey Club Innovation Tower on campus. The new 15-storey
building will house our School of Design, which is working with other
disciplines, companies and NGOs to contribute to Hong Kong's
development and sustain Hong Kong's position as a leading design
and creative hub in the region.

More recently, | was pleased to witness the signing of the Memorandum
of Understanding between PolyU and Boeing to jointly establish the
Aviation Services Research Centre on the PolyU campus. Much has been
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Aavebpments such as the Aviation Services
Research Centre, Innovation Tower, Hofel
ICON and our Shenzhen Base will further
the University’s objective to provide solutions
to the challenges facing society, through
interdisciplinary cooperation and research,
through strengthening our efforts to apply
our knowledge, and by showing students
the social relevance and impact of the PolyU
educational experience.
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said about the importance of manufacturing for innovation. PolyU was
created with a mission to support industry in Hong Kong. In working with
Boeing and other partners through the Centre, PolyU has a wonderful
opportunity fo enrich our training, education and innovation, and
encourage young people to see how important such work is — not just as

a way to make a living, but also to make a difference.

Developments such as the Aviation Services Research Centre, Innovation
Tower, Hotel ICON and our Shenzhen Base will further the University’s
objective to provide solutions to the challenges facing society, through
inferdisciplinary cooperation and research, through strengthening our
efforts to apply our knowledge, and by showing students the social
relevance and impact of the PolyU educational experience.

Showing talents

It has also been heartening to see that PolyU has continued to
nurture outstanding students who excel in different areas. Student
Jonathan Mak creatively used the Apple logo to design a tribute to
Steve Jobs who passed away in October 2011, and he subsequently
won a Grand Prix at the Cannes Lions International Festival of
Creativity for designing Coca-Cola’s poster for outdoor display in
Shanghai. In another major success, the innovative ideas of two teams
from the School of Design saw them share the championship of the
2011 Hong Kong Social Enterprise Challenge, outdoing 180 other
teams from 22 local institutions.

Signing Ceremony of the Memorandum
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Incisive communication skills and quick thinking helped the PolyU
Student Debate Team to win the Championship of the 2012 Hong Kong
Inter-collegiate Debate Competition, co-organized by Radio Television
Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Federation of Students. Team captain
Tang Ho-lap also won The Best Debater Award for his outstanding
performance. | would like to also take this opportunity to congratulate
all PolyU student-athletes on winning the Overall Championship in
both men’s and women'’s categories in the Inter-universities Sports
Competitions 2011/12. Their hard-work and perseverance paid off as
they brought the grand prize home to PolyU for the first time.

As an educational institution, what makes us happiest is to know
that the lives of our students have been enriched by their university
experience, that they have been able to show their potential in a wide
range of areas, and be recognized for their talent.

Inspiring practical dreamers

It is one of PolyU’s most important roles to help students develop the
confidence and character to become high-achieving, responsible,
caring individuals and future leaders of society. This is clearly shown
in PolyU’s new mission statement developed in early 2012: “To
nurture graduates who are critical thinkers, effective communicators,

innovative problem solvers, lifelong learners and ethical leaders.”

| am very keen to assist in this, and to help students broaden their
horizons and gain confidence in themselves and their ideas. As
one of the facilitators for the university-wide reading programme
READ@PolyU , during the year | met and discussed with students the
meaning of life through shared reading of The Kite Runner. During the
visit of Prof. L. Rafael Reif, Provost (now President] of my alma mater
MIT, in March this year, student representatives also actively gave their

views on various topics.

All these activities showed me that our students have much to offer
in addition to professional know-how and practical knowledge, and
have great potential as future leaders. As we strive to better equip our

students to take up leadership positions, | am certain they can fly

high and far in pursuit of their dreams and in improving life for others.
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Aring the year, we also received many
encouraging comments and best wishes.
| would like to thank all community leaders,
industry partners, staff, students, alumni
and friends, who have given PolyU great
support on the road to today’s achievements.
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President Tong has been advocating that our students become “practical
dreamers”. We now have a model of the Dreamliner on campus,
which Boeing gave to PolyU following the signing of Memorandum
of Understanding for the establishment of Aviation Services Research
Centre. This gift is a perfect echo of Prof. Tong's aspiration and also
symbolizes PolyU’s determination to scale new heights in this new era

of higher education in Hong Kong.

Ongoing community support

| feel confident that this can be achieved. | vividly remember attending
the Launching Ceremony of the PolyU 75th Anniversary Celebrations
in November 2011, which officially started our yearlong series of
events. Sharing this occasion with our many friends reinforced just how
far we had come and the major contribution we have made to society.
During the year, we also received many encouraging comments and
best wishes. | would like to thank all community leaders, industry
partners, staff, students, alumni and friends, who have given PolyU
great support on the road to today’s achievements. | look forward to
receiving continued empowering support for our practical dreamers to

become next-generation leaders in the years ahead.
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Marjorie Yang, JP

Chairman of Council

November 2012
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