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Numerous infrastructure projects are underway or in the
planning stage as PolyU prepares for the four-year degree
programme in 2012. The year under review also saw a series
of eco-friendly ventures to boost green development on
campus and the wider community.
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Phase 8 Campus Development (above and
centre spread).
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Facilities take shape for 2012

Work for Phase 8 of our campus development commenced
after funding approval was received from the government
in April 2009. The project will provide approximately
26,000 square metres net floor area for general teaching
and research facilities, staff offices, conference facilities,
cafeteria and communal space. Phase 8 is scheduled for

completion in mid-2012.

Plans for the construction of Innovation Tower, a new
development on the north-eastern side of the campus
were finalized, with work commencing in August 2009.
On completion, also in mid-2012, the tower will create
approximately 15,000 square metres of net floor area, of
which 3,000 square metres is self-financed. The School
of Design will be the major user while facilities and
space for other departments and the PolyU community

will also be provided.

The government confirmed funding support as well as a
land grant for the Student Hostel Phase 3 Development
at the junction of Chatham Road North and Fat Kwong
Street. Foundation work is due to start in November
2009 and the building is expected to be ready in the
second quarter of 2012. The hostel will provide 1,650
places to cope with the increased number of exchange
students and accommodation needs created by the

new academic structure.

Another project in progress is the redevelopment of the
Pak Sui Yuen Staff Quarters in Tsim Sha Tsui East into the
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School of Hotel and Tourism Management’s Teaching Hotel.
The premises will contain around 270 guest rooms. There
will also be conference, teaching and research facilities,
offices and staff quarters. The project is scheduled for

completion in 2010.

Outside Hong Kong, construction of the PolyU Campus
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at Shenzhen Virtual University is in full swing. The
building is due to be finished by the end of 2009. It will
provide around 8,200 square metres of usable floor area

Designs on the future: Innovation
Tower (top row); Student Hostel

Phase 3 Development (middle row);
Teaching Hotel (bottom row).
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for research, offices, teaching and collaboration with
business and industry.
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Library Week 2009 kicked off virtualization initiatives.
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Effective monitoring ensures

health and safety

PolyU places strong emphasis on appropriate health, safety
and environmental measures for the university community. In
this regard, internal consultants were engaged to monitor air
emissions from the laboratory cluster in Lee Shau Kee Building
during the year. The results confirmed that the emissions do
not affect nearby buildings.

IT upgrades enhance services

To provide sufficient bandwidth to support the University’s
business operations, now heavily network-based, the campus
network was upgraded to Gigabit Ethernet for enhanced
performance and capacity.

The year saw implementation and extensive enhancement of
e-services to support the University’s administrative activities.
Student-related e-services have been a special focus given the
changes ahead with the four-year degree programme.

Library accelerates into digital era

With more than 2.58 million people traffic and 1.1 million
circulation transactions in 2008/09, PolyU Pao Yue-Kong
Library is by far the busiest academic library in Hong Kong.
In the year under review, the Library implemented a number
of new initiatives in collection development, digitalization of

resources and technology virtualization.

A new three-tiered Collection Development Model was
introduced to assist development and maintenance of Library
collections. The system seeks to effectively sieve out or retain
items to optimize the budget while balancing academic needs
and usage.

in Asia.
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The Pao Yue-kong Library in Second Life, the first 3D virtual academic library
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To facilitate online access to library resources and to further
the use of virtual technology, the Library launched a number
of products and services during Library Week in April 2009,
including search tools “SuperCat” and “Research Pro” and the

Pao Yue-kong Library in Second Life.

Green initiatives boost

environmental awareness

PolyU continued to work hard throughout 2008/09 to further
sustainable development and to create greater awareness on
campus of environmentally friendly practices.

Reducing energy consumption

The Hung Hom Bay campus of the Hong Kong Community
College (an affiliate of PolyU) won a Merit Award in the
2008 Green Building Awards (New Construction Category),
organized by the Professional Green Building Council.

In University buildings, some air-cooled chillers reaching
the end of their lifespan have been replaced with more
energy-efficient water-cooled chillers, while those not
due for replacement have been retrofitted with water-
mist saver installations to raise their energy efficiency. T8
fluorescent lamps have been replaced with more energy-
efficient T5 fluorescent lamps, and fluorescent lamps
used to illuminate exit signs have been changed to light-
emitting diode (LED) lamps, which have a longer life span

and lower power consumption.

Further measures include regular cleaning of cooling coils and
fins of air-handling units to maintain their operating efficiency;
announcements to students and staff promoting awareness of
energy saving; and participation in energy-saving campaigns
organized by the government and other organizations, such as
Earth Hour by WWF.

Signing up to carbon reduction charter

In July 2008, the University signed the “Carbon Reduction
Charter” launched by the Environmental Protection Department
and became a “Carbon Audit-Green Partner”. Together with
other local organizations, PolyU has undertaken to conduct
carbon audits on campus buildings and to initiate carbon

reduction programmes in accordance with the charter.

To reduce PolyU’s carbon footprint, the University has set
up an Energy Management Sub-committee. An internal
Environmental Management Working Group has also been
formed by the Facilities Management Office to look for ways

to contribute more to carbon reduction.
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Hong Kong Community College Hung Hom Bay
Campus receives a merit award for its energy-
efficient design.
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The Hon. Edward Yau Tang-wah (fourth from left),
Miss Gigi Leung (fourth from right), and
PolyU representatives plant a tree together.
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Helping low-income groups through recycling

PolyU Staff Association and non-profit-making body Industrial
Relations Institute (IRI) jointly organized two used-item
collections on campus in November 2008 and January
2009. Staff members donated items ranging from electrical
appliances to clothing and bags for re-sale by IRI to low-

income groups.

Digging in for a greener Hong Kong

More than 1,000 PolyU alumni, friends and family
members were mobilized to take part in a tree-planting
event, jointly organized by PolyU, the Federation of
PolyU Alumni Associations and the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, on 30 November 2008. They planted
more than 5,000 shrubs and saplings at Shing Mun Valley
Park. The Hon. Edward Yau Tang-wah, Secretary for the

Environment of the HKSAR Government, and PolyU alumnus

and artiste Miss Gigi Leung were among those who attended.
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Students gear up for eco-innovation

PolyU students have also made contributions towards
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capability and concern for the environment at several

different events during the year.
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Students from the Department of Mechanical Engineering

developed a number of bio home products which went O FRESH
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on display at the Hong Kong Houseware Fair at the Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre in April 2009.
The products included energy-saving lights, a solar plant
feeder, a vegetable washer and an ionic dust cleaner. The
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In addition, a team of PolyU students defeated 428 other It9h  BXBEBHRFTO KRGS
teams to take the Best Recycling Material Award at the ' BERHEGOE -+ \ZSHBK/A -
Hong Kong Technology and Renewable Energy Events & "_ZZ/\[ERJBLEREIRRTER
2008 for their solar car. The contest was organized by RAE, PEE "REBEMHE, -
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation, ZLEBEHEBREREATIRPEESNHE
and China Light & Power, and the solar car designed by RATEY & {5TZAEEEMPVEE
Mr Har Wai, Mr Wong Yui-man and Mr Leung Pak-ho. BEEE - ERXREBR -
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Three students also won the Most Outstanding Award at
the 2008 Samsung Joint Universities Creative Technology
Talents Awards for their design “Cheerio”, a hand
rehabilitation exercise device. The contest required
students to use outdated or worn-out items to design a
completely different product with new functions. Miss
Ma Wing-yan, Miss Lau Shuk-man and Mr Lam Yiu-hang
created their gadget from discarded bamboo steamers, an
old mahjong table and Christmas lights to help patients
with hand injuries. It also included modern touches such

as LED and radio frequency identification.

Shining examples:
PolyU’s award-winning Solar Car (right); PolyU
winners at the Samsung Joint Universities Creative
Technology Talents Awards (below).
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Samsung Joint Universities
Creative Technology Talents Award
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