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Building drive for
brand-new facilities

FHEE FHER

PolyU takes pride in appointing Ms Zaha Hadid, winner of the Pritzker Architecture Prize,
as Architect of its “Innovation Tower”. The Prize is known as the equivalent of the Nobel
Prize in architectural circles. Picture shows an artist’s impression of the new building.
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ith the support from the Government, the Phase 8
WDeveloprnent is proceeding actively. Construction

is scheduled to commence in March 2009 and the
completion date is anticipated to be in the first quarter of 2012.
Upon completion, the development will provide accommodation
of approximately 26,000m? net floor area for general teaching and
research facilities, staff offices, conference facilities, cafeteria and

communal space for implementation of the new “3+3+4” academic
system and other academic development.

Planning works for the Innovation Tower, a new development
located at the north-eastern side of the campus, is also under way.
Upon completion, it will provide accommodation of approximately
15,000m2 net floor area, of which 3,000m? is self-financed space.
Whilst the School of Design will be the major user department,
facilities and space for use by other departments and the PolyU
community will also be provided. The building is scheduled for
completion in the second quarter of 2012.

Another capital project currently in progress is the “Redevelopment
of Pak Sui Yuen” in Tsimshatsui East. Foundation works were
completed in June 2008 while superstructure works are already
in progress. Apart from the teaching hotel with around 280 guest
rooms, the premises will house conference facilities, teaching and
research facilities, offices and staff quarters. The entire project is
scheduled for completion in 2010.

A growing community for learning

Following the completion of the first campus in Hung Hom Bay
for the Hong Kong Community College in June 2007, construction
of the second campus located in West Kowloon was completed
according to schedule in late March 2008, and students and staff
have been gradually moving into the building. These new campuses
will provide comprehensive teaching and amenity facilities and
infrastructure, including lecture theatres, classrooms, a library, a
computer centre, multi-purpose rooms and halls, sky gardens, a
cafeteria and communal areas, for sub-degree students.

The Government has indicated its support for Student Hostel Phase
3 Development. Subject to the Government’s approval of funding
and successful acquisition of land, the Student Hostel Phase 3
is proposed to be built at the junction of Chatham Road North,
Fat Kwong Street and is scheduled for completion in the second
quarter of 2012. Upon completion, it will provide accommodation
of 1,650 hostel places, of approximately 32,000m? gross floor area
required by the new “3+3+4” academic system and other academic
development.
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Managing the new facilities

The Facilities Management Office has continued to provide facilities
management services of the highest possible quality to the University
community. It has extended its service to the new campuses of
the Hong Kong Community College in Hung Hom Bay and West
Kowloon and has adopted a similar customer-oriented-one-stop
approach, in order to provide professional facilities management
services for staff, students and visitors there.

Ensuring a safe and sound environment

PolyU has placed strong emphasis on establishing proper health,
safety and environmental measures on campus. Regarding the
physical environment, regular monitoring by both internal and
external consultants on indoor air quality and radiation emissions
was conducted in 2007/08. All results were in accordance with the
legislative requirements.

The Health, Safety and Environment office has also organized
activities to promote awareness of environmental issues, including
a seminar on global warming and polar environment by renowned
researcher Dr Rebecca Lee Lok-sze.

IT for learning

The University’s business operations are increasingly network-based.
To cope with demand for the coming years, our campus network
has been upgraded to Gigabit Ethernet for enhanced performance,
capacity and security. PolyU is the first among UGC institutions to
collaborate with local service providers to pilot free WIFI service
beyond the campus.

A strategic initiative was also launched to implement an Identity
Management (IdM) infrastructure for the University to facilitate the
efficient provisioning of, and the secure and authenticated access
to the University’s central IT/IS systems and services.

Thorough testing was conducted on the new Windows VISTA
during the year, to ensure its compatibility with the University’s
central systems and applications prior to adoption campus-wide. A
new web-based Software Asset Management (SAM) System which
is VISTA-enabled was also launched for more convenient access
by the University community, to ensure that software application
of the University is in compliance with the HKSAR Copyright
Ordinance.

The year also saw the extensive implementation and enhancement
of e-services and information systems. The University’s common
e-learning platform was enhanced to support the ever-increasing
e-learning activities and initiatives of students and staff.
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Bright scenario for our library

Rather than being a foregone conclusion, the future of a University
Library should be chosen and planned. The choice of the “Preferred
Library Scenario” by the University has been a milestone in the
ongoing development of the Pao Yue-kong Library. It clearly
articulates how the Library will appear and perform in three years’
time. The construction of this Scenario was a very important outcome
for this year.

At the heart of every library’s service is its provision of access to
information content. The University Library now spends two-thirds of
its resources on digital resources enabling the teachers, researchers
and students to learn and work more flexibly. With sustained funding
commitment from the University, the Library collection continues
to grow strongly and has exceeded 2.2 million items.

But more impressive is the access to digital resources, which were
acquired, organized and managed to support the curriculum and
research needs of the University. The number of e-databases has
increased to 646 while subscribed e-journals exceeded 32,600 titles.
Some 20,000 volumes of e-books were acquired via the ERALL
(Electronic Resources Academic Library Link) project, sponsored
by UGC’s Restructuring and Collaboration Fund. The online
AV resources now include 5,402 online videos, 156 e-learning
programmes, over 900 online audiobook titles and over 110,000
tracks of online music.

During the year, the Library collection was enriched with generous
donations. Two ceremonies were hosted by the Library in
appreciation of the donations of the Qianlong Great Buddbist
Canon and a book collection from PolyU President Prof. Poon
Chung-kwong.
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<« Newly-appointed

University Librarian
Mr Steve O’Connor
(first from left) and staff
members exchange
views on “Preferred
Library Scenario”.
oooooooooo
oo@o)ypoooo

ooooo

ooooooooooo



70

As part of the Library’s strategy to make more
content and services available electronically, access
to scholarly resources, not owned by the Library, is
being expedited by a new system, RAPIDILL. The
turn-around time for the delivery of scanned inter-
lending journal articles was reduced significantly
with this new tool. The Library also signed
collaborative agreements with four new partners.
The Library now has partnership arrangements with
eight academic libraries on the Chinese mainland
and overseas.

Special workshops were organized throughout
the year to enhance the better utilization of library
resources by faculties and students. To facilitate
publication activities in the University, the Library
became a member of BioMed Central, which covers
the cost of publishing articles by PolyU academic staff in 186 peer-
reviewed open-access journals.

The Library now has a physical as well as a virtual presence. In the
Second Life virtual-reality environment, the Library Building has
been erected. A Library Video was also produced and uploaded
to YouTube. To enhance its physical fabric, the Library has
commissioned a space planning consultant to develop a concept
design brief which could form the Library’s master plan for
refurbishment to become the learning hub of the University.

The University Library is working steadfastly towards achieving the
“Preferred Library Scenario”.
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