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Subject Code BRE2061 

Subject Title Legal Context for Building and Construction Professionals in Society 

Credit Value 2 

Level 2 

Pre-requisite / 
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

 
Nil 

Objectives Enable students to understand the social responsibility of construction professionals in 
the context of important legal concepts within the framework of the Hong Kong legal 
system and apply the same in the context of building construction and real estate. 

 
Develop an appreciation of professional ethics in the construction and real estate 
industry. 

 
Develop intellectual skills, with particular reference to analysis, reasoning and 
communication skills. 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
 
a. Understand the social responsibility as a construction or a real estate professional 

in the context of the basic concepts and principles of Hong Kong law. 
 
b. Evaluate the basic concepts and principle of Hong Kong law in particular related 

to the construction and real estate industry. 
 
c. Apply the basic concepts, principles and remedies in the law of contract, law of 

property, and law of tort to the context of construction and real estate. 
 
d. Use the above knowledge and reasoning skills to solve legal problems out of 

factual situations. 
 
e. Understand professional ethics of building construction professionals. 

 
f. Reflect and review their legal knowledge in the societal context. 

 
g. Communicate effectively. 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

Hong Kong legal system, including: court system; case law; Basic Law. 
 
Legal reasoning, including: application of legal principles, analysis, problem-solving, 
and communication skills. 

 
Contract Law, including:  general principles of contract, types of contracts; remedies. 

 
Tort Law, including: principles of tortuous liability, negligence, nuisance, trespass, 
occupier’s liability, breach of statutory duties and remedies. 

 
Roles and responsibility, professional liabilities, codes of ethics and conduct of 
building construction professionals in society. 



Teaching/Learning 
Methodology 

The sequence of learning in this module is organized around topics with a pattern of 
active and interactive tasks which occur before, during and after class contact 
sessions. Each topic is structured as follows: preparation activity, learning activity, 
feedback, reflection and evaluation, action planning, and review activity, which serves 
as the next preparation activity. 

 
The teaching strategy involves phases through which students learn intellectual and 
academic skills necessary for legal study, in parallel with learning key concepts for 
later study: 

 
Phase 1: Learning to identify legal issues – Topic focus: understanding legal system, 
concepts and rules. 

 
Phase 2: Learning how to apply legal knowledge – Topic focus: understanding and 
applying legal principles. 

 
Phase 3: Critical Judgment Analysis – Topic focus: justifying conclusions. 

Phase 4: Problem-solving – Topic focus: integrating learning. 

The programme is developed though learning support groups, specially designed 
heuristics, reflection and self-assessment tasks. 

 
The learning support groups facilitate small group activities, promote effective 
learning, develop higher order intellectual abilities, give peer group support for 
learning, and promote active involvement of students in their own learning. 

 
Reflection exercises are designed to turn experience into learning. They help students 
assess strengths and weaknesses, and identify remedial action. 

 
Self-assessment tasks are one type of reflection exercise through which students may 
test out knowledge and understanding of legal concepts and rules, and the 
development of reasoning skills. Guidance on self – assessment will be distributed to 
each student. The primary objectives of formative self-assessment are self-learning; 
measurement of attainment of the learning outcome; and efficient and effective 
preparation for summative assessments. 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 Specific assessment 
methods/tasks 

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 
assessed (Please tick as appropriate) 

 

a b c d e f  

1. Coursework 30% √ √ √ √ √ √  

2. Examination 70% √ √ √ √ √ √  

Total 100%   

*Students must pass both coursework and examination  to pass the subject. 

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the 
intended learning outcomes: 

 
The Coursework project is to assess students’ ability: 

 
1. to organize themselves. 

 
2. to organize fellow group members. 

 
3. to coordinate selection of topics with others outside of your group. 

 
          



 5. to be creative in discovering solutions to the problem or task [i.e., “thinking 
outside the box”]. 

 
6. to use effectively the resources available to you in the library and on-line. 

 
The presentations are expected to be substantial, in-depth and thorough review, 
integration and application of the legal materials taught over the course of the 
semester. The presentations are expected to be professional, well rehearsed, and 
completed within time, rather than haphazardly organized at the last minute. 

 
Furthermore, consideration will be given to the following criteria in assessing 
performance: content, creativity, enthusiasm/team spirit, interaction [between the 
group members as well as the audience] and presentation. 

 
The examination is intended to assess students’ analytical and reasoning skills, i.e., 
application of the learned legal material; simple memorization will not result in a 
passing grade. In sum, the examination will assess the students’ understanding of the 
subject as demonstrated by application rather than the student’s ability to regurgitate 
notes. Students will be required to solve problems; to recognize potential problems in 
the development stage; to integrate, apply and justify the particular use of definitions 
and legal principles in evaluating a legal scenario/problem. 

Student Study 
Effort Expected 

Class contact:  

▪ Lecture 18 Hrs. 

▪ Tutorial 8 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

▪ Preparation for lectures and tutorials sessions 18 Hrs. 

▪ Independent study and learning 36 Hrs. 

Total student study effort              80 Hrs. 
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