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Subject Code

CLC2MO5P

Subject Title

Discovering Chinese Historical Phonology JEEES 28 Jik

Credit Value

3

Level

2

Pre-requisite/
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

None

Objectives

This subject aims to provide learners with a comprehensive understanding of
the historical and cultural aspects of Chinese phonology, a fundamental area
of study within traditional Chinese philology. Knowledge in the phonology
of modern Chinese varieties such as Mandarin and Cantonese allows
students to understand Middle Chinese and its phonetic evolution. This will
establish the foundation for a deep appreciation of classical poetry,
traditional opera, and even the lyrics of Cantonese pop music.

Additionally, the course will present students with appropriately challenging
assignments, such as the analysis and classification of unique phonological
characteristics in specific dialects, and engaging in debates regarding
different stances about the status of various Chinese dialects. These tasks
will require students to critically analyze issues from historical, social, and
cultural perspectives, thereby fostering higher-order thinking skills that are
essential for academic inquiry in the field of Chinese linguistic studies.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a.  enhance their understanding of the development of Chinese
phonology, leading to a deeper insight into Chinese history and culture;

b.  obtain a thorough understanding of the phonological features of today’s
major Chinese dialects such as Cantonese;

c.  develop critical thinking skills to address different opinions about the
status of different Chinese dialects;

d.  foster an appreciation for Chinese history and culture, hence enhance their
sense of belonging to the country and national identity;

e.  apply the phonological knowledge in understanding Chinese literature on
a profound level;

f.  independently utilize information technology for the study of Chinese
phonology;

g.  fulfill the Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

® Overview
Introduce the periodization of Chinese historical phonology, the concepts
of language and dialect, modern Chinese dialects, and the Comparative
Historical Method which is a crucial approach of studying historical




phonology through modern languages or dialects. Examples encountered
in daily life, such as surnames, place names, idioms that preserve
historical pronunciations, as well as couplets seen in scenic spots and
temples will be cited to illustrate the relatedness of the subject with
practical applications.

e Foundations of phonology
Present the basic knowledge of phonology including International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA), syllable structure, etc.

® The phonology of Mandarin and Cantonese
Discuss the phonology of Mandarin and Cantonese using IPA, which enables
students to improve their pronunciations as well as to path the way to
understand Middle Chinese and the development of Chinese phonology.

® Old Chinese phonology
Explore the basic phonological features of Old Chinese i.e. Chinese before Sui
Dynasty (the 6" century).

® Fangie and Middle Chinese phonology
Explore the basic phonological features of Middle Chinese i.e. Chinese
between Sui and Song Dynasties, alongside the origin and rules of Fangie, a
traditional Chinese phonetic notation system that uses two characters to
indicate the pronunciation of another character.

® From Middle Chinese to Modern Mandarin (Putonghua)
State the evolution from Middle Chinese to Modern Chinese in terms of
initials, finals and tones. Discuss prominent phonological changes in this
process.

® From Middle Chinese to Modern Cantonese
State the evolution from Middle Chinese to Early Cantonese and
Modern Cantonese in terms of initials, finals and tones.

e Historical, cultural, geographical and demographic factors in sound changes

Examine the historical and cultural phenomena reflected in Chinese
phonology, alongside the influence of geographical and demographic
factors on sound changes.

® Phonology and traditional poetry and opera
Explain essential knowledge for appreciation and composition of
traditional poetry and opera, e.g. even vs oblique tones, metrical rules,
rhyming, phonological features.

¢ Phonology and Cantonese pop song lyrics
Explain essential knowledge for appreciation and composition of Cantonese
pop songs such as the strict requirements of tone-melody matching and its
rhyme grouping.

¢ Use modern technology to study Chinese phonology
Introduce the utilization of modern technology, including online databases,
reference tools, and speech analysis software to help students self-study
Chinese phonology and improve learning effectiveness.




Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

Inquiry-based learning approach will be adopted. We will match the theory
with practical examples to arouse students’ interest in the study of Chinese
historical phonology and help them better grasp the concerned concepts
through simple and down-to-earth teaching method. Besides face-to-face
lectures and tutorials, discussions via Blackboard, Padlet or Microsoft
Forms, along with online study materials will be used.

Assignments will focus on the analysis and application of Chinese
phonology, thus students are strongly encouraged to explore the historical
and cultural context of Chinese phonology.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Intended subject learning

Specific assessment % outcomes to be assessed
methods/tasks weighting (Please tick as appropriate)
a | b|c| d|e f g
1.exercises/assignments | 25% v v iv v Iv | v
(CR)
2. tutorial presentation | 15% v |V [V |V |V
3. class participation 10% v |V v v Y
4. project/essay 50% 2R R R A A R R
(including
10% for
CW, to be
assessed
by CLC)
Total 100 %




All assessments may be completed using GenAl tools, except for those
in-class assessments specifically designated to be done without GenAl.

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

This subject aims to provide learners with an overview of the historical
and cultural aspects of Chinese phonology. Lecture topics including the
periodization of the history of Chinese phonology, the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), the phonology of Mandarin and Cantonese,
the phonological development from Middle Chinese to modern Chinese
and Cantonese, as well as fundamental knowledge for appreciating
traditional poetry, opera, and contemporary Cantonese pop songs.

Exercises or small assignments will be designed to evaluate students’
comprehension of Chinese phonology, which account for 25% of the
grade. The following are few examples of the assignment questions:

1. Observe the phonological system of the specific dialect
below, then categorize main features in terms of initials,
finals and tones.

2. Discuss the reasons for modern Chinese dialects differ in
phonology despite having the same historical origin.

3. Does Cantonese preserve the pronunciation of the Tang
Dynasty? Can it be considered the dialect closest to
ancient Chinese?

4.  Why was the Beijing dialect selected to be standard phonology for
Mandarin? Please analyze the issue from cultural, social and
historical perspectives.

Tutorials will be focused on assigned topics and articles from selected
books.

CR requirement: Students are required to read the designated reading
listed on the “reading list and references”. At least one chapter should
be studied prior to each tutorial session. Discussions and inquiries
related to the material will constitute 25% of the overall grade.

As the semester progresses, students will be required to conduct a study
on selected topics on the historical and/or cultural issues of Chinese
phonology and then write an in-depth paper in 2000-3000 words. This
final assignment requires students to apply the acquired knowledge
from the course and demonstrate that they have achieved the intended
learning outcomes.

CW requirement: For the final project or essay, two drafts should be
submitted to CLC. The word limit of the first draft is 700 words, while
the second draft is expected to be within the limit of 2000 words.
Students must obtain a D or above on the CW assignment to pass the
subject. The final paper will constitute 50% of the overall grade.

All the assessments will use a letter-grading system.




Student Study Effort | Class contact:

Expected
= Lectures:2x 13 26 Hrs.
= Tutorials: 1x 13 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
=  Assignments 40 Hrs.
= Reading 30 Hrs.
Total student study effort 109 Hrs.

Reading List and Required readings (for CR) (Total 218 pages):
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Note 1: Intended Learning Qutcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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