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Level 1

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Objectives

This subject is designed to provide students with a comprehensive
understanding of the concept of romantic love, its nature, theories,
and manifestations in selected literary works from different
periods, regions, and contexts.

Students will be involved in different theories about romantic love
by reading various literary, philosophical and psychological texts.
It helps them to understand various dimensions and existential
values of intimate relationships.

Furthermore, students will study the romantic love in
representative literary works. They will be equipped with the
necessary knowledge and skills to understand and appreciate the
existential values of an intimate relationship and the aesthetics of
romantic love in literature.

By the end of the subject, students are expected to develop
reading interests and habits, build emotional memories, recognize
various love attitudes and lifestyles, and explore ways of self-
flourishing. This will be demonstrated through active participation
in classroom discussions, completion of reading assignments, and
successful performance on assessments.

In summary, the subject is trying to guide students in an exploratory
journey through the landscape of romantic love, its facets and
impacts, ultimately fostering a deeper appreciation for the
complexities and beauty of human relationships.




Intended Learning

Outcomes
(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
(a) Identify and describe key concepts about romantic love;
(b) Practise various Chinese reading strategies and methods;

(c) lustrate and analyse love experiences and cultures depicted in
selected readings;

(d) Distinguish between and reflect upon ancient and modern,
Chinese and Western, and personal and social views towards
romantic love in relation to their personal lives;

(e) Express and defend their ideas and opinions in Chinese, through
both oral and written communication, as well as fulfil the
“Chinese Writing and Reading Requirements”.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
(Note 2)

Weeks 1

1. Introduction

® Why is reading important?
Introduce the concept of close reading: the practice of
carefully and critically reading a text to understand its
structure, meanings, and themes.
Discuss: how it can help deepen the understanding of love in
literature

® What is romantic love?
Discuss the concept of narrative perspective: how the point of
view from which a story is told can shape our understanding
of romantic love

Weeks 2-4

2. Romance, Identity and the Self

® From self-awareness to self-identity

® Balancing connections with others and oneself

® (Character development and tension in narrative discussion

Weeks 5-7

Emotion, Desire and Human Nature

Exploring the relationship between body and soul
Examining the complexity of emotion and desire
Understanding human needs and weaknesses

Discuss: symbolism, conflict, and the use of language and
tone in assigned reading materials
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Weeks 8-10

Ethics, “Private” Love and “Great” Love

Assessing moral appropriateness of love

Examining ethics in romantic relationships in literature
Analysing conflict between love affairs and national affairs
Discuss: moral dilemmas in literature
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Weeks 10-12

5.
[ ]
]

Romance, Marriage and Family

Interpretations of “triangulation” in different periods

Is marriage a form of bondage or a path to liberation?
Discuss: how interpretations of love, marriage, and family
change over time and in different cultural contexts are, and
how the theme of marriage as bondage or liberation is
developed in literature

Weeks 13

6.
]

Conclusion

Interpretations of romantic love from Chinese and Western
perspectives

Reflections on romantic love on both personal and social
views

Teaching/Learning Teaching and learning of the subject will take place in forms of
Methodology lectures, tutorials and other class activities.
(Note 3)

1. The subject adopts a thematic approach to engage students in
literary reading. Lectures will provide key concepts and raise
controversial issues related to romantic love, introduce specific
contexts of selected readings, and demonstrate systematic
analysis of the texts. Preview and review, class participation
and extended practice, group work and independent learning
are expected from students.

2. The subject is focused on the reading and analysis of texts
framed on romantic love, not only in the form of literary works,
but also in the form of diaries, letters, scripts, news media, etc.
A variety of audio-visual materials (e.g. CDs, DVDs), online
resources (e.g. websites, apps) and subject management
systems (e.g. Blackboard) are used to enhance teaching and
learning effectiveness.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Intended Learning methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed
Outcomes (Please tick as appropriate)
(Note 4) a b C d e
1. Oral Presentation* 30 ViIivivi|Vv |V
(Group)
2. In-class 20 ViIivivi|Vv |V
Discussion*
(Group/Individual)
3. Extended 10 ViIivivi|v |V
Exercises™
(Individual)
4. Academic 40 ViIivivi|Vv |V
Writing*#
(Individual)
Total 100

* for the fulfilment of Chinese Reading Requirement




# for the fulfilment of Chinese Writing Requirement

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

1. Oral Presentation (<25 min./group) (30%): Students are
required to read, introduce and analyse designated literary
works. It is to assess students’ abilities to evaluate the intimate
relationship and comment on the love attitudes in selected
readings by means of specific love theories and intensive
reading skills, competence in reflecting on romantic love
today, and levels of oral expression;

2. In-class Discussion (20%): To assess students’ ability to
express their opinions verbally about the cases designed for
different thematic modules;

3. Extended Exercises (10%): Students are required to provide
feedback to the text analysis in lectures. They are to assess
students’ ability to share their views on the questions raised for
selected readings in written form;

4. Academic Writing (Chinese Writing Requirement: 2,000 —
3,000 characters) (40%, 10% to be conducted by CLC
language instructors): To assess students’ abilities to
incorporate and apply what they have learned from the
subject, to conduct textual analyses from different
perspectives and to give reasoned arguments on values of
romantic love.

To familiarize themselves with the love theories covered in the
subject, students are required to read 224 pages of texts before
doing the oral presentation, in-class discussion, extended
exercises and academic writing, which are listed in the reading list
below.

In addition, 2 drafts of the academic writing paper are submitted
to CLC language instructors who will support students’ writing
process by providing feedback on word choice, sentence structure
and writing style of their works. Students must obtain a D or
above on the academic writing paper to pass the subject.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:

- Lectures 26 Hrs.

- Tutorials 13 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

- Reading 20 Hrs.
- Group Presentation (Preparation and Review) 15 Hrs.
- Class Discussion (Preparation and Review) 8 Hrs.




- Extended Exercises 5 Hrs.
- Academic Writing 30 Hrs.
Total student study effort: 117 Hrs.

Reading List and
References

Required Reading List

1.

Armstrong, John. Conditions of Love: The
Philosophy of Intimacy. London: Penguin,
2003./ Qi - PR AT E > R E
(HFeif it T gl Gl g) o 4
AV F e AR LA F 5 2009 £ o
( Chinese Reading Requirement: pp. 1-224)

References
Love Theory and Literary Review

1.

Adler Alfred. What Life Could Mean to You:
The Psychology of Personal Development.
Oxford: Oneworld, 2009. / [P 4g. ¥ ¥ » % &
BT (f4odd) g0 i
3R 52022 & o

. Anthony Giddens. The Transformation of

Intimacy: Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in
Modern Societies. Redwood City: Stanford
University Press, 1992./ & £ #7% > ¥ %3 &
Fo (R R g RRALE T
M~ E ) AT ERRE P
2003 & o

Fromm, Erich. The Art of Loving. New York:
Harper Perennial, 2006. / & ;2 4% & > F 4% 2
H (SR ha A DRR
2003 & o

Plato. The Symposium. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press. 2009. / +p 3-8 ¥ > & 5 %
F:(g5h)  AE FETETE
2017 & o

Roland Barthes. 4 Lover’s Discourse:
Fragments. London: Vintage, 2002. / % jF -
TREF o IME S FIRRE D (RAF

E) oA M R AK 2010 # o
Rowland Miller. Intimate Relationships. New
York: McGraw-Hill Education, 2011./ %
Bk EFE o 2T (RRMR) o
AT A RET ARAL > 2022 & o

. Woolf Virginia. A Room of One’s own.

Hoboken: John Wiley and Sons, 2015./ # %
EI s TEAF 228 BiEF (-
FpeahsfB) » s ELfmfpE g
BRAL 0 2017 & o

Brg: (Ehzimg) &+ 273
koo 1987 & o
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B B 1970# -

10,3 pdr s (PulHAsR) o f 4 e 8
Ak 1995# o
11, jedr2 @ (V8 & A
EHEFong)

Ak 0 2021 -

Literary Work
1. Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. The Little Prince.

Hertfordshire Wordsworth Editions, 1995. /
TR - UL R E R K
=) >4k Faerda 2015
£ o

2. Kundera, Milan. The Unbearable Lightness of
Being. New York: Harper Perennial, 2009. /
KW R AERT o HELE: (46
Rk Z 2 dg) o AM T aF iR R
o8 52018 & o

3. Wilde. Oscar. The Nightingale and the Rose.
London: Electric Book Co, 2001./ % f 1%

ST (R P Ezem) o B

R o2 A D RAL 2018 & o

4. William Somerset Maugham. The Painted
Veil. New York: Vintage International, 2004. /
SR ERESCLRF KR
(o) > & Fa Ay e
702017 & o

5. (P ) Bl (F2z2) » 440 2%
TR AP > 2011 & o

6. [#) /ﬁ\é&s (Frisesd ) 42 =
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9 F ARG TP 5 2009 £ o

8. # #r: (ismasfHmEF) - 48 2
LB A > 2012 # o
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20. %% <<4f%—r Z) cm R ke A
WA 0 2009 & o
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Movie/Picture Book/Play

1. Anthony Minghella (Producer). Stephen
Daldry (Director). (2009). The Reader. ( 3
€ ) ). [Film; DVD release]. New York: The
Weinstein Company Home Entertainment.
Hong Kong: CN Entertainment.

2. Scott Rudin. Rober Fox (Producer). Stephen
Daldry (Director) (2002). The Hours. ( { **

FF - gL %)) ). [Film; DVD release]. Hong
Kong: University Laser & Video Co. Ltd.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Qutcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method
This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief

explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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