
Subject Description Form 

Subject Code  CC311 / CC311P 

Subject Title  Ancient Chinese Customs 

中國古代習俗 

Credit Value 3 

Level 3 

Pre-requisite /   

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Exclusion for CC311: CC311P 

Exclusion for CC311P: CC311 

Objectives The course introduces students to ancient Chinese social customs such 

as the rites of passage in different major regions and dialect 

communities in China. It explores the reasons for the differences in 

customs and rites across space and time and relates them to the 

characteristics of Chinese culture.  

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 
Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

(a) know the major traditional ritual institutions and prevalent social 

customs;  

(b) understand how traditional rites and customs interacted with 

cultural values and religious beliefs; 

(c) chart the Neo-Confucian efforts to foster changes in social 

customs and the resultant social transformation in late imperial 

times; 

(d) understand the reasons behind temporal and regional differences 

in social customs; and 

(e) read and comprehend texts of traditional rites and etiquette.  



Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 
(1) Introduction: Customs, rites, and social order  

(2) Songs, divination, and the institution of Confucian rites 

(3) Social customs and cultural interaction of social groups 

(4) Religious ceremonies and changes in social custom  

(5) Cultural significance of seasonal rites and festival celebrations  

(6) Customs in daily life manifested in different social strata and 

regions 

(7) Ancestral halls and lineages: Social significance, state regulations 

and results in practice 

(8) Rites for adulthood and marriage: Changes and regional 

characteristics of classical rites 

(9) Funeral, burial and sacrificial rites: Changes and regional 

characteristics of classical rites 

(10) Efforts to transform social customs: The institutions of communal 

drinking and community compacts as rites  

(11) Zhu Xi’s Family Rituals and social transformation in late imperial 

times 

(12) Ritual communications in the written form 

(13) The flow of gifts: Reciprocity and social networking  

(14) The coming of Western customs and the interaction of Chinese 

and Western rituals 

Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  
Lectures will introduce class materials while tutorials will be given to 

students’ discussion on ritual texts and/or pictures of ritual 

performance. There will be two knowledge-based quizzes to assess 

students’ understanding of major concepts and significance of certain 

rites and customs. Students will be guided to write a research-oriented 

term paper which is derived from the course.  

  



Assessment Methods 

in Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

 

Specific assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning 

outcomes to be assessed 

(Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e 

1. Quizzes  20%      

1. Oral presentation 15%      

2. Classroom 

participation and 

discussion 

15%      

3. Term paper   50%      

Total 100%  

 

1. The two quizzes are designed to assess students’ understanding of 

the temporal and regional forms and characteristics of prevailing 

social customs. 

2. Oral presentations will enable the students to present their own 

understanding of issues arising from the lectures. 

3. Class participation & discussion will help to assess the students’ 

degree of involvement and ability to respond appropriately, and 

will be judged by the contribution the students make towards the 

advancement of classroom discussion, the coherence of their 

remarks and the relationship they bear to the content of the 

subject. 

4. The term paper is designed to assess the students’ mastery of the 

main content of the course as well as their ability to develop and 

express what they have learnt. 

Student Study Effort 

Required  
Class contact:  

 Seminars  39 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Reading 60 Hrs. 

 Writing 30 Hrs. 

 Discussion 3 Hrs.  

Total student study effort 132 Hrs. 
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