Subject Offering

Department Department of Chinese Culture

Subject Code ccacos/cczcosp

Subject Title Mutual Impressions of China and the West P53 AL B
Credit Value 3

Level 2

Student Study Class contact:

Effort Required

= Lectures 26 Hrs.

= Tutorials 13 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

» Reading 38 Hrs.
*  Writing 35 Hrs.
» Discussions/activities 8 Hrs.

120 Hrs.

Total student study effort

Pre-requisite and/or
Exclusion(s)

Exclusion subjects for CC2C08: CC2C08P, CC224 and CC315
Exclusion subjects for CC2C0O8P: CC2C08, CC224 and CC315

Objectives

Cross-cultural contact is an inevitable feature of the global era, especially in
cosmopolitan centres such as Hong Kong, where people with different cultural
backgrounds come together every day. Yet, for its frequent occurrences that at times
give rise to mutual understanding and respect, such contact is also rife with mishaps,
resulting in tension and even conflicts. This subject will shed light on the nature of
such contact through the study of records of some of the impressions that Chinese and
westerners have had on each other since the mid-nineteenth century, such as
travelogues, diaries, memoirs and imaginative literary works. In addition, students will
analyze critically the cultural assumptions that shape the encounters between China
and the West, including the underlying colonial, religious, commercial, intellectual
and political drives. Students will develop a culturally sensitive attitude in the
process, and apply what they learn from the subject to similar cross-cultural situations
that they experience or witness in their lives. This subject will include substantial
reading and writing assignments for the fulfillment of the Chinese Reading and
Writing Requirements in Chinese session.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) describe the history of cultural interactions between China and the West, especially
in the last 150 years;

(b) discuss in an informed way the possibilities and pitfalls of cross-cultural
communications;

(c) analyze with historical insights the success and failure China’s interactions with
other countries;

(d) exercise cultural sensitivity in their dealings with people with a different cultural
background;

(e) explain the concept of hybridity that characterizes all cultures in the world today;

(f) fulfill the Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements in Chinese session.




Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

A History of Cross-Cultural Contact Between China and the West
Pre-19" Century Contact

The Quest for Modernity

The Mission of the Diplomats
Intellectuals at Exile

Innocent (Students) Abroad

The White Man’s Burden
Colonialism and Its Trail-blazers
. The Land of the Heathens

10. The World’s Biggest Market

11. The Case of Hong Kong

12. Orientalism and Occidentalism

O N L AW

Teaching/Learning | The basic content knowledge of the subject will be taught in a combination of lectures
Methodology and tutorials. Students will be asked to submit written responses to the readings. The
final assignment is a book review, where students have to bring to bear all the key
concepts that they learn from the subject to the discussion of the book. Early in the
semester, the teacher will also help students to design a small project that will enable
them to reflect on the cross-cultural interactions they experience in their lives.
Assessment Method | | gpyccific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a b c d e f
1.Final quiz 20% N N N CR
2. Oral presentation and | 30% N N N N N CR
report
3. Final paper 40% N N N N N Cw
4. Participation and 10% N N
discussion
Total 100 %
CR: students have to demonstrate understanding of the items chosen for CR in Final
quiz and Short Writing Assignments.
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