Subject Description

Subject Code CC1C04P/CC1C04

Subject Title Contemporary Chinese History and Culture E{{HERESEE(E
Credit Value 3

Level 1

Pre-requisite and/or
Exclusion(s)

Exclusion subjects for CC1C04: CC1C04P and CC201
Exclusion subjects for CC1C04P: CC1C04 and CC201

Objectives

The important role China is playing in the international scene makes it almost
imperative that students have an informed understanding of its contemporary history
and culture. This subject pinpoints the origins, development and consequences of
important historical events in the last century to help students make sense of the
tumults that China has been going through. The course begins with accounts of the
social-politico-cultural crises at the end of the Qing dynasty, where, with increasing
contact with the Western powers, China underwent a period of self-examination,
during which its traditional institutions and values were critically scrutinized and
questioned. The rallying cry of democracy and science in the beginning of the
twentieth century was followed by more sober revaluation of Chinese culture. The
subject will then proceed to consider the struggles and cooperation between the
Chinese Nationalist Party (Guomindang /GMD) and the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), the revolutions these parties led during the war-ridden years in the first half of
the twentieth century, the CCP’s subsequent control of the Mainland, and policies
carried out by the CCP. This subject will include substantial reading and writing
assignments for the fulfillment of the Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements in
Chinese session.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) obtain a comparative perspective on the GMD and the CCP revolutions with
regard to the interactions and mutual-penetrations of their ideologies and
organizations, as well as the personalities of their leaders;

(b) master the following key concepts as tools to understand contemporary China:
power structure, political institution, social mobility, class struggle, ideological
indoctrination, mass media manipulation, public criticism and humiliation,
interdependence of ideology;

(c) gain insight on the every-day life of ordinary people in contemporary China in
terms of their hardship and happiness, desperation and hope, as well as
submissiveness and passive resistance;

(d) compare the similarities and differences in the political systems of mainland
China, Taiwan and Hong Kong as well as those of totalitarian and democratic
states in general;

(e) fulfill Reading and Writing Requirements. Students who take this subject in
Putonghua will be able to fulfill Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements;

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1. The collapse of the dynastic system and the establishment of the constitutional
republic;

2. Warlords and warlordism;

3. The quest for modernity;

4. The legacy of the May Fourth Movement and the birth of the Chinese Communist
Party/CCP;

5. The co-operation and break of the Guomindang/GMD and the CCP;




The Sino-Japanese War;

The Civil War and the Communist victory;

The socio-economic-political revolutions of the People’s Republic of China;

9. The Anti-Rightist Campaign;

10. The origins of the Great Leap Forward;

11. The causes and consequences of the Sino-Soviet split;

12. The Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution;

13. The economic opening in the PRC and the political democratization in Taiwan;
14. The “Chinese Model” in Third World perspective

o NA

Teaching/Learning | Lectures will provide the theoretical frame to analyze the subject’s contents, while
Methodology tutorials will be given to in-depth discussions of selected topics from the readings.
Students in teams will be required to give oral presentations on assigned topics which
will allow them to reflect on what they learn. A mid-term and a final quiz will test
students’ grasp of their knowledge of the content of the subject. A term paper will
solidify students knowledge of the subject while facilitate their independence in
thinking and writing.
Assessment Method
Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a b c d e
1. Final Quiz 30% v v v v CR
2. Term Paper 40% v v v v | CW
3. Oral Presentation 30% v v v v | CR
Total 100 %
Student Study Class contact:
Effort Required
= Lectures 26Hrs.
» Tutorials 13Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Readings 48Hrs.
= Written report 33Hrs
Total student study effort 120Hrs.
Reading List and Major Readings: *
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*All readings are available in both English and Chinese, in translation or in their
originals. When the subject is offered in Putonghua, the major readings will help
students fulfill the CW/CR requirement.




