Subject Description Form

Subject Code CC309 / CC309P
Subject Title Chinese Film and Its Social and Historical Context
B B B A B S e
Credit Value 3
Level 3
Pre-requisite / Exclusion for CC309: CC309P/ CC225/CC2C12/CC2C12P
Co-veduisite/ Exclusion for CC309P:  CC309 / CC225 / CC2C12 / CC2C12P
Objectives Film affords the viewers a window to examine the society from which

it emerges. Chinese film first captured people’s attention in 20s and
flourished in 30s. Yet, its subsequent development was slowed down
by the War of Resistance against the Japanese invasion, the Civil War
and the post-1949 political instability. The subject aims at exploring
the very close relationship between Chinese films and contemporary
Chinese history through the examination of films, covering not only the
development in the Mainland, but also in Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Outcomes (a) know the course of the development of Chinese films and the
setbacks they encountered,
(b) comprehend the close relationship between Chinese films and
contemporary history and society, and
(c) appreciate the uniqueness of Chinese films.
Subject Synopsis/ 1) Introduction: the complexity of Chinese film history
Indicative Syllabus

2) The audacious and liberal thirties

3) Struggling for survival in occupied Shanghai

4) Confusion in the post-war years

5) New aspirations of the fifties

6) The suffocated film world during the Cultural Revolution
7) Breakthroughs in the eighties

8) In search of a new voice in the nineties

9) The loud new millennium




Teaching/Learning
Methodology

The subject puts high emphasis on the examination of the artistic
language of individual film in order to explore the pulse of the time
when the film was produced. Students are therefore required to watch
the films assigned before the lectures in order to participate in the
discussion with the teacher. Students are also required to watch current
Chinese films and then write short reviews on them. Students will learn
how to collect source materials and to do research that will result in the
writing of academic reports under the guidance of the teacher.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes
methods/tasks weighting | to be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)

a b C

1. Posting 20% v v v

2. Participation 10% v v v

3. Film Review 30% v v v

4. Term Paper 40% v v v

Total 100%

A film review accounts for 30% of the overall assessment of the subject.
This assessment is used to measure students’ capability in evaluating a
chosen Chinese films

The term paper which accounts for another 60% of the overall
assessment of the subject measures students’ ability in undertaking
guided research. A report is considered good if it provides creative and
critical views on Chinese films and connects the films with their social
and historical context. In addition, the term paper can assess student’s
reading and writing skills in both English and Chinese.

Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact

= Seminars 39 Hrs.

Other student study effort

= Reading 25 Hrs.

= Writing 30 Hrs.

=  Film Watching 25 Hrs.




= Discussion 10 Hrs.

Total student study effort 129 Hrs.
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