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Subject Code CHC5406

FHH 43t

Subject Title Great Works of Chinese Geography and Travel
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Credit Value 3
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Level 5
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Pre-requisite / Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion
Objectives This course examines selected masterpieces of Chinese geography and travel
RIEZ=E literature to explore the history of Chinese geographic thought, changes in

China’s political geography, and the transformation of the social environment
that shaped geography over time. It aims to foster a better understanding of
Chinese cultural characteristics in the appreciation of the land and travel.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will:

(a) be familiar with the masterpieces of Chinese geography and travel literature
and their scholarly value;

(b) know the fundamental changes in territory, administrative divisions and
regional transportation of China’s past;

(c) understand regional differences in Chinese cultural geography;

(d) understand the development of geographic knowledge and geographic
thought in ancient China;

(e) better appreciate the history and culture of travel through close reading of
travel literature.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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1. Introduction: geography, history and travel;

2. Construction of dynastic territories;
(Selected masterpieces: Shanhai jing, Shangshu yugong, Shiji huozhi
liezhuan)

3. Evolution of political geography;
(Selected masterpieces: Hanshu dili zhi, Yuanhe junxian tuzhi, Dushi
Fanyu jiyao, Daqing Yitong Zhi)

4. Studies on rivers and water-control;
(Selected masterpieces: Shuijing zhu, Hefang Yilan, Wuzhong shuili shu)

5. Gazetteers of cities;
(Selected masterpieces: Sandu fu, Mengliang lu, Taiping huanyu ji, Yudi
Jisheng)

6. Essays on temples and the utopia;
(Selected masterpieces: Luoyang gielan ji, Taohuayuan ji)

7. The geography of tourism in the late Ming Dynasty;
(Selected masterpieces: Xuxiake youji, Guangzhi yi)

8. Travel manuals for business in late imperial China;
(Selected masterpieces: Yitong lucheng tuji, Shishang leiyao)

9. Travel in Sino-Western cultural communication;
(Selected masterpieces: Datang xiyu ji, The Travels of Marco Polo,
Daoyi zhilue, Yingya shenglan, Mengu youmu ji)

10. Epilogue: physical travel and journeys of the imagination
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g;atcl:l i:ilg{Learning This subject is comprised of lectures and oral presentations. Ancient
cthodology masterpieces of Chinese geography and travel are introduced by topics. Maps,

HEBHR photos and videos are adopted for instruction. Plus, each student orally
presents the geography, history, evolution and culture of a place from his/her
trip. The presentation should be backed up by ancient records and writings on
this place. Tests and term papers are required for the subject assessment.
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Assessment

Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be

Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)

Intended Learning

Outcomes a b ¢ d ©

EIT 1. Two quizzes 20% v v v v

,&1« ML
CREHRCRHITIE) 2. Oral presentation 30% v v v v v
3. Term paper 50% v v v v v

Total 100 %




Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:
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Student Study Class contact & :
Effort Required ; NN
=  Seminars THE[ER 39 Hrs.
B4
Other student study effort FEA£275:
» Reading (g8 70 Hrs.
=  Discussion =& 14 Hrs.
Total student study effort 42E2HE; 123 Hrs.
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