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Co-requisite/ Nil
Exclusion
Objectives This course adopts a historical approach in describing the origins and
RIESES development of Chinese commerce, introducing and analyzing from different

angles the status and function and influence of the merchant in traditional and
modern Chinese society. It also introduces the forms and transformation of
merchant organizations and explores their regional and cultural characteristics.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to know:

(a) the origins and development of commerce in China;

(b) the status of the Chinese merchant and its transformation;

(c) the forms and regional characteristics of Chinese merchant organizations;
(d) the relations between commerce and commercial culture;

(e) the impact of government policies on commerce.
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Subject Synopsis/ (1) The origins and development of Chinese commerce
Indicative Syllabus (2) Types of merchants and their characteristics
FHEmZE/ (3) Social status of the merchant and its changes
BB A GPRAL (4) Interaction and communication between government officials, the
gentry, and merchants
(5) Regional culture and the formation of merchant groups
(6) Merchant organizations by blood, by local identity and by trade bonds
(7) Merchant associations and their influence on China’s modernization
(8) Compradors and the progress of China’s modernization
(9) Governmental interference and control of commerce
(10) Commercial culture and its characteristics
(11) Commercial development and urban transformation
(12) Foreign trade and economic development
(13) History and present state of Chinese merchants in Hong Kong
(14) Chinese commerce since 1949
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Teaching/Learning | Classes will integrate lectures and discussions. Students will read assigned
Methodology readings and discuss them after the lecture. Teacher will identify problems
e confronting students in the course of learning and help students address them

by cultivating their ability to do independent research. A term paper is required
with topics drawn from the content of the course.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

S LV
(B R AHTE)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
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1. Classroom 20
participation and
discussion
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2. Mid-term test 30
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1. Class participation & discussion will help to assess the students’ degree of
involvement and ability to respond appropriately, and will be judged by the
contribution the students make towards the advancement of classroom
discussion, the coherence of their remarks and the relationship they bear to
the content of the subject.

2. Mid-term test is an appropriate assessment of the learning results of the
students up to time of the test.

3. The term paper of about 5000 words will be designed to assess students’
mastery of the main content of the course and their skills in conducting
independent research and presenting concrete findings.
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Student Study Class contact 5 :

Effort Required

B4 B TIFR = Seminars iffEfER 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort E 227
» Reading 8 60 Hrs.
»  Writing 5/E 30 Hrs.
Total student study effort 4&2E2HE 129 Hrs.
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