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This class aims to offer an overview of the Book of Poetry’s
cultural, historical, and literary significances across time and
space. The Book of Poetry (Shijing 554X in Chinese) has long been
considered an essential text for understanding Chinese culture. It
has been widely circulated in other parts of the world through
translations. It has been interpreted by scholars from various
disciplines in traditional China, modern China, and outside China.

This class aims to offer an opportunity for students to read
the Book of Poetry from a cross-cultural perspective and learn the
reception history of the Book of Poetry as both a Confucian canon
and a literary anthology. By reading both primary materials and
secondary materials, students will appreciate the beauty of
the Book of Poetry and classical Chinese poetry, learn the
traditional and modern evolved ways of interpreting the Book of
Poetry, and understand multiple aspects of Chinese literature,
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society, and culture. Thus, this class will ultimately allow students
to have a basic grasp of the Book of Poetry and Chinese literature,
Chinese history, and Chinese culture in general.

Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
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TR (FF) MEERE - N ~ JifE o To learn the structure,
content, and transmission history of the Book of Poetry.

RE (FF4E) KHE Rz 2 35 - To appreciate the beauty of
the Book of Poetry and classwal Chinese poetry.
TREEREIEAYE (5540 2RIV SEEE - To understand the
historical evolvement of the interpretations of the Book of Poetry
from the Han dynasty to contemporary society.
EREEAFERAE M (F748) #YJT7E © To know the various
methods of analyzing the Book of Poetry from multiple disciplines
and perspectives.

T CFREE) PR ~ PEIESE - FEISUERYES -
understand the significances of the Book of Poetry for Chlnese
literature, Chinese history, and Chinese culture.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(FrdE) BAfESEMEAL © (FF4E) Ry &% ? (The Book of
Poetry and Chinese Culture Overview: Why is the Book of Poetry
Important")

F4K) fERqoth LS EBREERY R & (Circulation of Book of Poetry
in East Asia, Europe, and the US)

(FF&E) oL ~ so0iE ~ AU (—) ¢ JEl (Close
Readings of Chinese Texts, Appreciation of Translations, and
Modern Interpretations Part 1: “Airs” Section)

(FF&E) JFOCAEE ~ so0E ~ JRAU#EE () © HE (Close
Readings of Chinese Texts, Appreciation of Translations, and
Modern Interpretations Part 2: “Odes” Section)

(FF&E) oL ~ so0E ~ AU (=) ¢ 2 (Close
Readings of Chinese Texts, Appreciation of Translations, and
Modern Interpretations Part 3: “Hymns” Section)

(FF&E) B (E7&L) WY EBUEFBERRAVESE (The
Book of Poetry and Confucianism: The Canonization of the Book of
Poetry and Interpretation of the Book of Poetry among Confucian
Scholars in the Han and Tang Dynasties)

(Frak) BAPEER @ TOZEF ) 3R ROHERRY (FF4K) AVARSE (The
Book of Poetry and Neo-Confucianism: “Erotic Poems™ and the
Interpretation of the Book of Poetry by Neo-Confucian Scholars in
the Song Dynasty)

(FreL) BLICER - HTEY (5748) MYf#sE (The Book of Poetry
and Literary Studies: The Interpretation of the Book of Poetry by
Scholars in the Ming and Qing Dynasties)

(F788) BTy - BB PR HEFEFER (The Book of
Poetry and Literary Theory: Imagery and Chinese Poetlcs)

(Frss) BAREEAN © CIBASCEARET MY (5F4E) (The Book of
Poetry and Performing Arts: The Interpretation of the Book of Poetry
from the Perspective of Oral Literature)




11 (GFEE) BRMBIITE © SUE NGRS THY (5F74L) (The Book
of Poetry and Folklore Studies: The Interpretation of the Book of
Poetry from the Perspective of Cultural Anthropology)

12, (F588) BIEARIEE @ (FF748) #HEE (The Book of Poetry and
Natural Science: The Study of Names and Things in the Book of
Poetry)

13, (E748) M SEFEEERI = (The Significances of The Book of
Poetry in a Cross-Cultural and Interdisciplinary Context)

Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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This class will be conducted by incorporating various teaching
methods, including weekly lectures, class discussions, online posts
and discussions, and in-class group presentations. During lectures,
the instructor will conduct close readings of both original texts in
the Book of Poetry and related scholarly works studying the Book
of Poetry, with the attempt to lead the class discussions.

Students must read designated weekly reading materials before
each class session, participate in the online discussion of the weekly
readings, and participate in class discussions. Starting from the
second week, students should complete at least one in-class group
oral presentation summarizing the main points in the assigned
readings in the given week and proposing discussion questions to
lead the class discussion.

Students are also required to finish one written book report during
the middle of the semester and one written final essay at the end of
the semester.




Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Final Essay

Total 2451 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:
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The assessment of this class can be divided into four parts.

The first assessment method is “Online Discussions and Class
Participations,” which occupies 10% of the final grade. Before each
class session, students are required to post a brief summary of the
weekly readings, and the questions s/he has regarding the readings.
This method is used to assess students’ understanding of the class
readings and will further promote pre-class and in-class
discussions.

The second assessment method is “Book Report,” which occupies
30% of the final grade. The instructor will designate one or two
books related to the studies of the Book of Poetry, and students are
required to choose one book and finish reading the book. This
method i1s used to assess students’ understandings of formal
academic writings, and the ability of identifying and summarizing
main points in scholarly works.

The third assessment method is “Group Oral Presentation,” which
occupies 20% of the final grade. Students are required to
summarize the main points and the process of argument in the
reading materials assigned for the given class session. They need to
work in groups to report in fluent oral language. This can assess
students’ ability to read academic works, raise questions in a critical
way, collaborate with others, and their verbal communication
skills.

The fourth assessment method is “Final Essay,” which occupies
40% of the final grade. This can assess students’ ability to conduct
independent research and writing a formal academic essay.
Students are required to select an essay topic under the instructor’s
guidance, read a certain number of Chinese and English books,
write a final essay by following the way of writing a formal
academic paper. The final essay can also be used to access their
reading and writing skills and language proficiency at the same
time.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:

= Lectures 26 Hrs.

=  Tutorials 13 Hrs.
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Other student study effort:

Reading 40 Hrs.

Writing 30 Hrs.

Preparation for presentations 10 Hrs.

Total student study effort 119 Hrs.
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(A list of assigned readings will be announced in the first session
of the semester.)
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