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Subject Code CHCS5311
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Subject Title Classical Chinese Fiction
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Credit Value 3
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Level 5
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Pre-requisite / Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion

Objectives This course introduces students to the development of classical Chinese

RIE22E fiction through representative literary works from different periods before
ZIN

the collapse of the dynastic system.
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Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a)
b)

¢)

d)
e)

understand the development of classical Chinese fiction;
understand the thematic and generic features of classical Chinese
fiction;

comprehend the social values and cultural customs that inform
classical Chinese fiction;

demonstrate literary sensibilities and a critical ability;

show a critical literary awareness in their own written academic
papers
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The Notion of “Fiction” in Ancient China

. . 1.

Isllll(ll)flce:ttisgg;ﬁ;lsils 2. Myths, Legends and Classical Chinese fiction

3. Wei-Jin Period and the Six dynasties Stories
R B =/ 4. The Tang Dynasty Chuangi: Love, Chivalrous and Historical

N Fiction

BRI 5. The Song Dynasty Huaben

6. Feng Menglong and The “Three Words”

7. Dream of the Red Chamber

8. Water Margin

9. Romance of the Three Kingdoms

10. Journey to the West

11. Pu Songling and Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio

12. Wu Jingzi and The Scholars

13. The Four Novels of Denunciation from the Late Qing
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Teaching/Learning | Students are required to attend all lectures and participate in classroom
Methodology discussion. They are required to finish all required readings for each week
T and deliver at least one oral presentation.
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Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | to be assessed (Please tick as
Intended Learning appropriate)
Outcomes
a b c d e
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(L AT E) 1. Final Paper 80 Vv Yy Y

(about 8000 characters)
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2. Oral presentation 15 v v v v
RELE ST

3. Class participation 5 v v v v
and discussion

R o 2 B KA

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:

Final paper: Students are required to submit a final essay on a topic of their own
choice. Students are suggested to consult with their teachers on the choice of
topics in order to achieve the intended learning outcomes. An 8,000 character
paper is used to assess the student’s knowledge of classical Chinese fiction; the
ability to analyze the selected texts in relation to social values and cultural
customs; the ability to explain and analyze the thematic and generic characteristics
embedded in the selected texts; and the ability to present a well-organized
argument and demonstrate a critical and analytical thinking in their own academic
writing.

Oral presentation: Students are required to give a presentation on an assigned
topic. The presentation should be based on the student’s own analysis of thematic
and generic characteristics in the selected texts by applying the knowledge learnt
in the lectures and demonstrate the student’s ability to critically analyze the key
social and cultural issues related to the literary works.

Class participation and discussion: Students are required to attend all lectures
and participate in classroom discussions. For classroom discussion, students are
required to finish all required readings for each week. Discussions should be
based on the student’s own understanding and analysis of the required readings,
and also be a critical response to their classmates’ presentations, as a
demonstration of the student’s knowledge, literary sensibilities and critical
understanding of social and cultural values, as well as the historical setting, that
inform the representative classical novels of ancient China.
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Student Study Class contact:
Effort Required
B840 BN = Lectures 39 Hrs.
- Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Reading and Preparation 39 Hrs.
=  Writing Assignments 30 Hrs.
Total student study effort 108 Hrs.
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