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Subject Code CHC5212
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Subject Title Song-Ming Confucianism
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Credit Value 3
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Level 5
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Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion
Objectives The Song-Ming era was the greatest creative period in the history
RIE22S of Chinese philosophy since the Zhou dynasty. Understanding the

philosophy and the political influence of neo-Confucianism of this
era is essential to understand the philosophical and cultural
development of the latter stages of imperial China. After
completing the present course, students will be able to identify the
theories and practices of various major schools of thought within
the Song-Ming Confucian tradition. A relatively in-depth
understanding of the thought of one to two major figures of this
tradition is also expected.
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Intended Learning

Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
(a) Understanding the teachings of the major Song-Ming Confucian
schools of thought
(b) Understanding the historical significances of these teachings in
relation to the development of the Chinese civilization
(c) Formulate philosophical questions concerning various aspects
of the human existence and its predicaments, and try to answer
them form the perspectives of the Song-Ming Confucian
traditions
(d) Read with greater comprehension
(e) Write better reflective essays
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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L. Introduction: Historical and Philosophical Context of Song-Ming
Confucianism
1. Political turmoil and the subsequent degeneration of moral
standard from the Tang dynasty to the Five dynasties and ten
kingdoms period
2. The Buddhist influences
3. Influences from religious Taoism

II. Major Figures and Their Theories and Practices
1. Zhou Dun-yi: A metaphysical and cosmological
interpretation of Confucianism
2. Zhang Zai: Beginning of the School of Chi
3. Cheng Hao: Beginning of the School of Xin
4. Cheng Yi: Beginning of the School of Li
5. Zhu Xi: Integration and Advancement of the school of Chi
and the School of Li
6. Lu Xiang-shan: Innovation of the school of Xin
7. Wang Yang-ming: Advancement of the school of Xin

III. The Influences and Latter development of Song-Ming
Confucianism
1. Latter development in late Ming dynasty
2. Cultural and intellectual influences on Ching Confucianism
3. Influences on modern days academia
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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Lecture: Students are expected to attend all the lectures. The main
learning method is having the lecturer point out the philosophical
significances of each of the philosophers of the Song-Ming
tradition

Discussion: Various topics relevant to the understanding of Song-
Ming Confucianism will be discussed in class to facilitate in-depth
understanding of the materials.

Reading: Substantial amount of pertinent reading materials will be
assigned. Student shall gain insight of the Song-Ming Confucian
philosophy through such readings.
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Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d e
1. Midterm and 60% vV v
Final test
2. Term paper 40% v v |V
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

The two tests are designed to test how well the student understand
the teaching materials. They will consist of MC questions to assess
their general knowledge of the materials and essay questions to
assess in-depth understanding of the materials. In order to do well
in these tests, understanding and reading of the materials are
essential.

The term paper requires the student to formulate and argue for an
account of their understanding of a particular idea of the Song-
Ming Confucian tradition. To do well, one would have to engage in
deep philosophical reflections, read and understand the relevant
materials well, and write well.
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Student Study Effort | Class contact:

Expected

B8 BN =  Lecture 26Hrs.
= Discussion 13Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Reading 40Hrs.
= Research and paper writing 30Hrs.
Total student study effort 109 Hrs.
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