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Subject Title Early Chinese Thought, Belief, and Technology
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Co-requisite/

Exclusion

Objectives Early China refers to the period from ancient to early Han dynasty, during
which the Chinese civilization was shaped and the foundation of Chinese

RIESZE intellectual tradition was built. Major ideological and religious beliefs and

scientific and technological developments fashioned in this period, especially
in the classical period of Spring and Autumn to Warring States, have become
the core values of Chinese people for two millennia.

Applying an interdisciplinary approach of historical, philosophical, and
religious studies and reading both transmitted classics and excavated
manuscripts, this subject guides students to examine the origin and
development of major themes and issues of early Chinese thought, belief,
science, and technology. Students are inspired to explore the continuous
function and profound influence of these beliefs and values in the Chinese
cultural tradition and their relevance to the modern times.
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Intended Learning

Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) understand major themes of early Chinese thought;

(b) examine beliefs and practices of early Chinese religion;

(c) comprehend achievements of early Chinese science, technology, and
medicine;

(d) explore the origin and foundation of core values and beliefs in the Chinese
cultural tradition;




(e) discuss the continuous function and profound influence of early Chinese
thought, belief, and technology in the Chinese cultural tradition and their
relevance to the modern times;

(f) enhance their ability of reading classical texts, independent analysis and
thinking, and writing academic papers.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(1) Astronomy, Astrology, and Cosmology
(2) Oracle Bone Inscriptions, the Book of Changes, and Day Books

(3) Embedded Beliefs: From Liangzhu Jade Artifacts to Shang-Zhou Bronze
Wares

(4) Sacrifices to Gods/Spirits and Services to the Dead

(5) Ritual, Music, and Socio-Ethical Regulations

(6) The Way of Heaven: Reading the Laozi

(7) The Way of Human: Confucius and His Followers |

(8) The Way of Human: Confucius and His Followers Il

(9) The Zhuangzi: Spontaneity, Carefreeness, and Aesthetics
(10) Morality, Logic, and Technology in the Mozi

(11) Statecraft and Its Theories

(12) Human Body, Medicine, and Nurturing Life

(13) Yin-yang, Five Phases, and Correlative Modes
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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Classes are run on a lecture-and-discussion format. Students read assigned
readings before attending class and discuss lecture issues in groups after the
lecture.

The teacher identifies problems confronting students in the course of learning
and helps students address these problems and prepare for oral presentations,
written reports, and term papers.
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Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes
methods/tasks weighting | to be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
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(about 6000 characters)
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Total 100 %

Term paper: Each student must complete an academic term paper of about 6000
characters discussing a topic related to early Chinese thought, belief, or
technology. Term paper is designed to assess students’ attainment of the
subject’s six outcomes, their application of the knowledge and approach
learned from the subject, and their ability of selecting original topics,
conducting independent research, and writing academic papers.

Oral presentation and written report: Students are required to do oral
presentation of assigned topics and submit a written report of about 2000
characters after the presentation. The presentation and report are designed to
assess students’ attainment of the subject’s six outcomes, their understanding
of the knowledge and approach learned from the subject, and their ability of
analyzing assigned topics and presenting academic speech clearly and fluently.

Class attendance and discussion: Students should complete required readings,
attend all classes, and take part in class discussions. Attendance, reading, and
discussion assess students’ improvement of reading classical texts, and their
initiative in learning, thinking, and solving issues raised in every class.
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Student Study
Effort Expected
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Class contact:

. Lecture %+ 39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

. Reading f:8 40 Hrs.
. Writing E1{E 50 Hrs.
Total student study effort 129 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the subject.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method




This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of the
subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief explanation of
the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.



