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Objectives This course aims at examining the fundamental differences between Chinese
=L and Indian cultures, alongside with Buddhist doctrinal issues, and

dissemination of the religion from India to China. Incorporating a historical
perspective, this course focuses on the formation of indigenous Chinese
Buddhism in the process of acculturation. This will be achieved by exploring
Buddhist influence on various dimensions of Chinese culture such as folk-
custom, philosophy, politics, literature, language and art. Through topical
studies demonstrating continuous interactions between Buddhism and Chinese
thoughts, students are expected to acquire a clear and overall picture of
Chinese culture in ancient and modern times. Selection of topics is geared at
scholarship, interest and diversity.
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) understand the diverse roles of Buddhism in the development of Chinese
culture;

(b) reveal the peculiar features of Chinese Buddhism;
(c) comprehend the modes and conditions of acculturation;
(d) acquire a clear and overall picture of Chinese culture;

(e) develop capability of critical reading and academic writing skills.




SABRLFH - EREMERLINEE

(a) B EUE P RO AR T2 bat

(b) B ARAAEE = A T IR AL |

(c) BB SALSTRAT— LR A

(d) BB LES— (E 5 2 AU E &

(@ FlSEtt MR BT ORERIVAE ST ~ TR SR EIVETT -

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

P EHEE/
R ARG

(1) Introduction to Buddhist doctrine

(2) Fundamental differences between Indian and Chinese cultures

(3) Dissemination and development of Buddhism: from India to China
(4) Features and doctrines of Chinese Buddhism

(5) Confrontations and interactions among Buddhism, Confucianism and
Daoism

(6) Influence of Buddhist translation on Chinese language
(7) Buddhism and Chinese politics

(8) Buddhism and Chinese traditional ethics

(9) Buddhism and Chinese literature

(10) Buddhist influence on Chinese art

(11) Buddhism and folk custom

(12) Buddhist places of interest

(13) Buddhist belief among Chinese ethnic minorities (Manchus, Tibetans and
Mongolians)
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Teaching/Learning | This course is comprised of a series of seminars. Besides attending lectures,
Methodology students are required to actively participate in class discussions. Under the
o guidance of the teacher, students need to design their research topics, collect
* relevant information and carry out academic investigations. Towards the end of
this course, each student should deliver an oral presentation of his research
topic and preliminary observations. In addition, in order to facilitate
understanding of specific subjects, students have to organise research fieldtrips
on their own.
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1. Class participation & discussion

Class participation & discussion will help to assess the students’ degree of
involvement and ability to respond appropriately, and will be judged by the
contribution the students make towards the advancement of classroom
discussion, the coherence of their remarks and the relationship they bear to the
content of the subject.

2. Oral and Written Report

Students should collect information related to the topics they study, and present
in class their preliminary understanding and views on the materials they have
read. Based on the initial framework of the oral report, each student has to
submit a written report either in Chinese or English. This two-part of




assignment can help assess students’ comprehensive and analytical abilities in
conducting a research project. Students are required to demonstrate a proper
command of the essential knowledge delivered in the lectures and reading
materials. Moreover, they need to digest what they have learned and
reformulate it in ideas of their own through a process of critical understanding.

3. Final Paper

Students will consult with the teacher for a final paper which will be
comprehensive in nature that requires students to take an overall view of the
subject matter.
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Student Study Class contact ZRE:
Effort Required
BB BEpde = Seminars FHE]ER 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort E At 2235
* Reading {58 40 Hrs.
»  Writing 5 {F 20 Hrs.
=  Discussion = 15 Hrs.
* Field Study &% 15 Hrs.
Total student study effort 4&E2H% 129 Hrs.
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