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Exclusion

Objectives The course introduces the gist of Confucian canons and classic
RE=E commentaries and the important ideas therein, the life and scholarship

of eminent Confucians, and the evolution of doctrinal interpretations
of the Classics over times, whereby their bearing on the development
of Chinese government and education will become clear. It discusses
the impact of Confucian thought on the political ideas as well as the
political and social institutions in Chinese history. It also studies the
Confucian proposals for moral self-cultivation and for the
maintenance of the social order, in addition to considering the practice
of selected Confucian social programs.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
(@) know the main thoughts and influences of important Confucians;

(b) understand the content and significance of Confucian advocacies
for personal cultivation;

(c) have knowledge about the Confucian designs on maintaining
political and social order as well as on organizing community life;

(d) acquire the method and ability to read the Confucian classics with
understanding;

(e) form independent judgment on historical consequences of
Confucian thoughts and proposals.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(1) The agenda of modern Confucianism

(2) The formation of Confucianism: people, texts, ideas and
advocacies

(3) Main ideas of Confucius, Mencius, and the early schools of
philosophy on government and education

(4) Confucianism as the state ideology and the political culture in Han
times

(5) Confucianism with Daoist elements: philosophic discourse and
humanistic awakening in Wei-Jin times

(6) Tang dynasty Confucianism and Confucians in the vogue of
Buddhism

(7) The beginning of Neo-Confucianism: appeal and theoretical
foundation of Northern Song lixue/learning of principles

(8) Zhu Xi’s intellectual achievements and influence
(9) The thought of Wang Yangming and its influence
(10) Neo-Confucian classics

(11) Neo-Confucian impacts on late imperial Chinese political culture
and social life

(12) Neo-confucian education in late imperial times

(13) Confucian institutions of sacrificial and canonization and their
political and cultural significance
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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Classes will consist of the teacher’s lecture and introduction of
research information, the students’ reading of source and secondary
materials, classroom discussions of the reading materials, and
student’s preparation and writing of the reading report and the term
paper. The methodology is essentially interactive. Classroom
discussions and the two quizzes will not only test students’ grasp of
the content of the course but also enable the teacher to address
problems that cause difficulties to students’ learning. Students’ reports
and papers will enhance their understanding of the course and their
skill in writing academic papers.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Intended subject learning
outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

Specific assessment %
methods/tasks weighting
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1. Two quizzes 20 Vi v vV
A

2. Reading report & 30 ViV | Vv |V |V
Oral Presentation
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3. Term paper
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1. The two quizzes are designed to assess students’ understanding of
the thoughts of the major Confucians and their ability to read and
comprehend classical texts.

2. Written reports and their classroom presentation are especially
suited for students’ presentation of their own understanding of
issues arising from the lectures. They also make it easy for the
teacher to evaluate their mastery of the intended learning
outcomes.

3. The term paper of about 5000 words on a topic derived from the
course subject matter is designed to assess students’ mastery of
the main content of the course and their ability to pursue their
own learning.
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Student Study Class contact Ff5L:

Effort Required

B8 B TR *  Seminars W] 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort E At £
= Readings z8 60 Hrs.
= Writings B {F 30 Hrs.
= Discussion 513w 3 Hrs.
Total student study effort 4&Z2H% 132 Hrs.
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