Subject Description

Subject Code

R E RS CHCS118

Subject Title Society and Culture of Civil Service Examinations in Premodern China
FHE % PR g B b

Credit Value

25 ’

Level

2 ’

Pre-requisite /

Co-requisite/ Nil

Exclusion

Objectives Civil service examinations exerted a great influence on Chinese
RE=E politics, society, intellectual thought, and culture. From the Tang to the

Qing, the institutions of civil service examinations changed over time
and thus affected each dynasty in different ways. This course aims to
analyze the long-term historical transitions of imperial China through
civil service examinations with respect to crucial issues, including
social mobility, literati structures, trans-regional balance, competing
discourses on examination contents, and relations between
examinations, education, and literati mentality. Many insightful studies
on civil service examinations will be introduced to students. Through
this course, students will not only build an essential understanding of
Chinese culture but also cultivate a better ability to analyze the
interrelationship between institutions and society.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

(a) understand the main changes and characteristics of civil service
examinations (hereafter keju F3}#2) in each dynasty;




(b) understand how keju affected the criteria of talents operated by
the central court;

(c) have a better framework in realizing the role that keju played in
forming Chinese society;

(d) cultivate a deeper understanding of literati culture as affected by
keju,

(e) improve the ability of analyzing primary sources;

(f) enhance the ability to appreciate and criticize secondary sources.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(1) Institutions of talent recruitment before keju
(2) Aristocratic families and keju in the Sui-Tang
(3) Keju Culture in the Tang dynasty

(4) Changing keju institutions and transregional balance in the Song
dynasty

(5) Arguments over what contents to test; interactions between keju
and official education in the Song

(6) Literati mentality and social culture under keju society in the Song
(7) Keju institutions and society in the Liao and Jin dynasties

(8) The recession of keju in the Yuan; interactions between keju and
class society in the Yuan

(9) Developments of literati culture in the Yuan
(10) The revival of keju and its influence on Ming politics and society
(11) Developments of literati culture in the Ming

(12) Keju society and culture in the context of Manchu-Han
cooperation in the Qing.

(13) Different arguments about social mobility influenced by keju
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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(1) Every week: instructor’s lecture and introduction of research
information,

(2) Odd week: students read and discuss the selected secondary
sources. One or two students will be assigned to do presentations
each meeting. All students need to participate in classroom
discussion.

(3) Even week: the students’ reading and presentation of selected
primary materials, classroom discussions of the reading materials.
One or two students will be assigned to do presentations each
meeting. All students need to participate in classroom discussion.

(4) Final paper: the topic should be related to institutions of talent
recruitment operated by central government in pre-modern China.
Including primary and secondary sources. 6000-8000 words. The
expectation is to enhance students’ understanding of the course and
their skill in writing academic papers.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)
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1. Reading reports and oral presentations cultivate students’ ability
to summarize and analyze selected materials. They learn how to
express their own ideas clearly and thoughtfully.

2. Classroom participation and discussion require students not only
to listen to the instructor’s lecture and other students’ presentation
but also to offer their own ideas regarding each sub-topic. In this
way, the instructor not only imbues ideas into students but
discusses and reflects many important issues with them.

3. The term paper of about 6000-8000 words on a topic related to
the course is designed to assess students’ mastery of the main
contents of the course and their ability to pursue their own
understanding of the topic.

. The instructor’s lectures and selected reading materials will

introduce and analyze both primary sources and secondary
sources related to keju (outcome a and b), which aims to enhance
students’ understanding of keju and how keju affected society and
culture in premodern China (outcome c and d). Through students’
presentations and classroom participation, they will not only build
stronger knowledge about the contents mentioned above but also
improve their ability to analyze and appreciate primary and
secondary sources (outcome e and f). The turn paper will require
students to review and rethink the contents of this course.
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Student Study Class contact FfE:
Effort Required
B8 A BTG *  Seminars BETHE 39 Hrs.
Other student study efforts E At E2%:
» Readings &8 60 Hrs.
= Writings E{F 30 Hrs.
Total student study effort Z&E2HF 129Hrs.
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