Subject Description

Subject Code CHCS117

FHH 45z

Subiect Title The Culture of Work in Contemporary China: From Maoist China
J to Reform and Opening-Up to the Age of Artificial Intelligence

RIE M ERPEG T  (EER R BRI A TR

Credit Value 3

25

Level 5

R

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion

Objectives This course introduces students to the development of the culture of

RIS work from 1949 to the present, covering representative literary and
ZIN

cinematic texts and important studies of the social and ideological
changes throughout the period.
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Intended Learning

Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) understand the development and the characteristics of the
culture of work after 1949;

b) show an ability to analyse a series of literary works, films,
and Youtube videos through the perspective of work

¢) comprehend the close relationship between the culture of
work and contemporary Chinese history and culture during
that historical period;

d) demonstrate literary and cinematic sensibilities and a critical
ability;

e) show an ability to write academic papers
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Week 1 Introduction: What Does Work Mean in an Age of

f:(;)ijce:ttifgggﬁzl;{ls “Involution” and “Lying Flat™?
Week 2 The Notion of “Labor” in the Maoist Period and Its Visual
PHERZ/ Representations
NS s Week 3 The Labor Hero/Heroine in the Maoist Period and “Serving
the People”
Week 4: Exhausted Labor Hero/Heroine and The Theory of
“Fatigue”
Week 5 Labor and Work in the Beginning of the Reform and
Opening: “Guanxi” (Human Connections) and Urban-Rural
Relationship
Week 6 The Declining Culture of the Work Unit
Week 7 Factory as Ruins and the “Laid-off” Generation
Week 8 How Does the Subaltern Speak?
Week 9 Encountering Strangers in the Workplace
Week 10 The Spirit of Craftsmanship and A Slow Life
Week 11 “Internet Celebrity” and Work in the Internet Age
Week 12 Work in the Age of Artificial Intelligence
Week 13 Workshop: What is the “Post-Work™ Age?
(Students can discuss their previous working experience and share
their understanding, expectation and anxiety about work as well as
have a brainstorming)
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Week 5 BURBABRIEARY S ENEBL TAE: “BAREE" BUATRR A
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Week 7 fEBBEIGEM TREL “TR" —H
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Week 12 AT &R ACELT(F
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T . . This course will include lectures, classroom discussions, group oral
eaching/Learning ) I
Methodology presentations as well as ﬁnal paper ertlng. Beforg the class, 'students
should complete the assigned readings (both primary readings and
B2 secondary readings) and write down their thoughts and questions to

be raised during the class discussion.

The group presentations will start on Week Three and students will
be divided into groups. Presenters should find materials related to
that week’s subject and readings and share with the other students
their findings, thoughts, analysis and raise questions. The audience
will be expected to actively respond to the presentations.




Each student will need to choose a subject related to the course but
also of their own interests. The student is also expected to email the
instructor his/her topic and a short summary on Week 8. The final
paper is in the form of research paper of approximately 8,000
characters.
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Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

S LV
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Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)
a b c d e

1. Final Paper 70 % v v v v
(about 8000

characters)
s LS TE (49 8000
¥)
2. Oral presentation | 20 v v v
bk
3. Class participation | 10 % v v

and discussion
IR S BLR E R
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing
the intended learning outcomes:

Final paper: Students are required to submit a final essay on a topic of their
own choice. Students are suggested to consult with their teachers on the
choice of topics in order to achieve the intended learning outcomes. An
8,000 character paper is used to assess the student’s knowledge of the
culture of work in contemporary China; the ability to analyze the selected
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literary and cinematic texts in relation to historical contexts; the ability to
explain the thematic characteristics and analyze literary and cinematic texts;
and the ability to present a well-organized argument and demonstrate
critical and analytical thinking in their own academic writing.

Oral presentation: Students are required to give a presentation on a topic
related to the particular subject of that week. The presentation should be
based on the student’s own analysis of thematic characteristics and literary
and cinematic texts by applying the knowledge learnt in the lectures and
demonstrate the student’s ability to critically analyze the key cultural issues
and historical background related to the literary and cinematic works.

Class participation and discussion: Students are required to attend all
lectures and participate in classroom discussions. For classroom
discussion, students are required to finish all required readings for each
week. Discussions should be based on the student’s own understanding and
analysis of the required readings, as well as a critical response to their
classmates’ presentations, as a demonstration of the student’s knowledge,
literary and visual sensibilities, and critical understanding of the cultural
values and historical setting that inform the selected works regarding the
culture of work in contemporary China.
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Student Study Effort
Expected

BEEERE

Class contact:

= Lecture 55:% 39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

e Completion of reading assignments

LR B AR

26 Hrs.




= Preparation for Oral Presentation [155 % 5 (F 10 Hrs.

=  Completion of Final Essay E2Hfzm E 32 Hrs.

Total student study effort 107Hrs.
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References
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Primary Sources

FE B AT (Cui, Manli), (SKEE##EL) (Qiuzhi Youxi) “The

Game of Employment” , (£ERFEIZE/NSIKZ - ESRS

&) o dbat: ARG, 2012, H 214-258.
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Beijing”, (IUVBRE) o m AL TLEREVESCE H R,

2016, H 1-40.

Film, Documentary, and Youtube video

EIJRIHZE (Dong Zhaoqi) ° (FE#) (Lei Feng) A Solder
Called Lei Feng. dtnt: \—H K, 1965,

sRiE & E (Zhang Meng) , (#fiAY%E:) (Gang de qin) The
Piano in a Factory. %[%: EEEHE M, 2011,

RIEET > SR (Qin Xiaoyu, Wu Feiyue ) > (FKAYFFR )
(Wode shipian) Iron Moon: The Poetry Of Chinese Migrant
Workers. big: B GEEHSUUER AR, 2015,

GREZEHSu Li ),  (FRIWZEFEEA) (Women cunli de
nianqgingren ) The Young People in Our Village. £%&: =& G
BT 1959 .

Az (LiZiqi) » Youtube {748 Youtube Channel,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hL5HlwzuAUA .

BEE » FEFEEDE(Ye Jun, Xiao Han), (FREHEEY)) (Wo
zai Gugong xiu wenwu ) Masters in Forbidden City, JtH: Jf#E

REF ] SRR 2 B s LAE =, 2016,

Required Reading in Chinese

28 ( Cai Xiang) - (Fap/fol @ PRIt £ 22 UEE
% ( 1949-1966 ) ) (Geming/Xushu: Zhongguo shehuizhyi
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hL5HlwzuAUA

wenxue/wenhua  xiangxiang) (Revolution/Narrative: The
Literary/Cultural Imagination of Chinese Socialism) . JEFTAFH
fRtE > 2010 4.

EHYE(Cao Shuni),  (LITHEMH * BAESPEIRFER)
(Gongjiang jingshen: kaiqi Zhongguo jingzao shidai) The Spirit of
Craftsmanship: Opening Up the Era of China’s Refined
Manufacturing) . JE5T @ R T3 H AR > 2016,

B fE (Chen Qi) » ("R ARRBE"MECEHEE ) (“Wei renmin
fuwu de zhengzhi zhexue”) (The political philosophy of “serving the
people”) - (BUGELEER M) % 4 8 > I REHAREE
2014,

H(#7HE (Dai Jinhua), ( (#HYE) —FE&H - WA Z#)
(“Piano in the Factory”: class or in the name of the father) -
https://jiliuwang.net/archives/53044 .

HEIRHT Byung-Chul Han, (f&Eft® ) (The Burnout Society) °
Aemt s SRR - 2019,

B8 (Kaifu Lee) » (AL ) (Al Superpowers: China and
Silicon Valley). 5L © K T (b HAREAGARAE] » 2018,

P /\Z (Luo Xiaoming), (FE& ‘P& . “IRMGER BA
PP E N f&% ) (Shui shi ‘jieji’: “Wo de shipian’ meijie
zuzhizhong de geren weiji” (Who is the class: the individual crisis
in the media organization of /ron Moon: The Poetry Of Chinese

Migrant Workers) » (FFZEBELFE) , 2016 F5 8 Hf.

T MN(Wang Fan), ( “WN#s” B “94F 7 Z RIFRHLF
N ) (“Neijuan” yu “tangping” zhijian zhengzha de Zhongguo
nianqingren), “The Chinese young generation struggling between
‘involution” and ‘lying flat™ » BBC 1744 » 202146 H2H >
https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-57304453 .
TEHF2E% Armin Nassehi » (ZFAT#: & HAE ERH g2
#94) (Chuanxing shehui: chuzuche shang de shehuixue gushi)
Driving Around Society: Sociological Stories on Taxis . 3248
B, dERURF AR 0 2019,

= (Mayfair Yang), (1S¥7,B8 (422, BHEIR: § B ABREH %5
FHEMERME) (Liwu guanxixue yu guojia: Zhongguo renjiguanxi
yu zhutixing jiangou)  Gifts, Favors, and Banquets: the Art of
Social Relationships in China. &b FRKEE, 2005,
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