Subject Description

Subject Code CHCS116
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Subject Title China’s Frontiers: Society, History and Culture
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Credit Value 3
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Level 5
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Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion

Objectives Students will acquire a comprehensive understanding of China’s cultural and
ethnic diversity as well as historical and contemporary issues related to China’s

RIEHZEE frontiers; students will also possess the knowledge and skills required to

analyze such issues.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a. Comprehend the historical and current conditions of China’s frontiers
as well as Chinese and non-Chinese perspectives of China’s frontiers;

b. Understand the interdisciplinary nature of frontier studies and possess
the basic skills and knowledge required for conducting basic research
related to China’s frontiers;

c. Analyze the important scholarly issues related to China’s frontier
regions; and

d. Conduct comparative studies related to frontier studies
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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This course will explore the following topics:
The concept of frontier and its transformations;

The relations between the center and the frontier from the ancient times to the
present;




The frontier in the relations between China and other countries;
The transformation of frontier societies;

Cultural clashes and cultural mingling in frontier regions;

The frontiers and the revolutions in twentieth century China;
Ethnic relations in frontier regions;

Economic development of the frontier regions;

A comparative study of frontiers in China and other countries;
A comparative study of China’s frontier regions;

The frontiers in art and literature.
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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For each three-hour class period:

A small group of students will use 30 minutes to present one assigned
reading;

The class will spend another 30 minutes on discussing other assigned
readings;

The instructor will lecture for close to two hours.

Students are required to read two to five assigned articles or chapters
before each class and are encouraged to participate actively in class
discussions.

Group presentations should focus on the major arguments, research
methodology, contributions and weaknesses of the assigned articles or
book chapters.

Each student will complete a research paper of around 8000 Chinese
characters on a topic suggested or approved by the instructor.
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Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
a b c d
1. Class discussion 10 X | X X X
IR RS AR
2. Presentation 10 X X X X
CISR &5
3. Research paper 80 X X X X
A
i
Total 2451 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:

Through reading, discussing, and presenting assigned readings as well as
collecting, analyzing and synthesizing relevant source material for the research

paper, students will familiarize themselves with the following:

Historical and current conditions of China’s frontiers as well as Chinese and
non-Chinese perspectives of China’s frontiers (ILO 1);

The basic concepts and methods of the various disciplines related to frontier
studies (ILO2);

The important scholarly issues related to China’s frontier regions (ILO3); and,

The relevant knowledge required for comparative studies of different frontiers
regions within and without China (ILO4) .

Student Study
Effort Expected
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Class contact:
. Lecture 554 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
. Writing E{F 40 Hrs.
. Reading f):8 50 Hrs.




Total student study effort 4&Z2HE 129 Hrs.

Reading List and
References
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Reading List:

Session One
1. GRECEE - SE Ay A B R
2. Rodriguez, Andres “Modern China's Borders.”
3. il - MUE EEIE] B A~ (PDF)
4. FRAIFE “17;—53151’]/ ##” (PDF)

Session Two

1. A e S = L el B i
2. Alexander Woodside, “The Centre and the Borderlands in
Chinese Political Theory.”

Session Three
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3. Victor Zatsepine, “The Amur: As River, As Border,” in Diana

Lary, The Chinese State at the Borders.

Session Four
1. Melvyn Goldstein, “The United States, Tibet and the Cold War”
2. JEEE > “ERIEEIE R R e R
3. FBEA “ﬁﬁﬁx%"%} + 1950 4= rhék[E] BEEEH](PDF)
4. Commodore Katherine Richards, “China-India: An analysis of the
Himalayan territorial dispute”

Session Five

1. SREEFEAEPE AV (Pt 74T R S &k s )

2. (FEEELR )

3. (EHIEE=EAE)

4. The Struggle for Modern Tibet: the autobiography of Tashi

Tsering

Session Six
1 & (PERBHZIT—#GE/E) (PDF)
2. Evelyn S. Rawski, “Reenvisioning the Qing: The Significance of
the Qing Period in Chinese History”
3. Ping-Ti Ho, ‘In Defense of Sinicization: A Rebuttal of Evelyn
Rawski's "Reenvisioning the Qing"’
Session Seven
L PRERA - Sz manfE By B A ISR
2. ®FE  BIeRIDH XL e A4 21 K Hos i
3. AMETE - “FRBUE AR ZE N RIS R E o R H RS
4. Uradyn Bulag, “Yearning for Friendship: The Political in
Minority Revolutionary History”
5. Melvyn Goldstein, et al. 4 Tibetan Revolutionary: The Political
Life and Times of Bapa Phuntso Wangye.




Session Eight
1 “HrsmalR 4t e B R RRR A
2. HLIE, SRR R LA R
3. Guo Rongxing, “The Chinese Style of Development in Tibet”
4. Tibet: A Human Development and Environment Report

Session Nine
1. SFEAN SHE G > B ZARRIEBCE © (it RIECR— A FIE
R
2. gk et —20 BRI E I SE Y R A B ——R 5
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Session Ten
Lo i i B EREBERI G R A B
2. 7RO 7R 25 2 ARRERE T 58 o
3. James Leibold, “Ethnic Policy in China: Is Reform
Inevitable?”

Session Eleven
I HESCT W% - “FEREA S EREMREER”
2. Fgit o P EEEEEE RNV SR
3. Stevan Harrell, “The Contingent Ethnicity of the Prmi”
4. Pitman Porter, “Theoretical and Conceptual Perspectives on the
Periphery in Contemporary China,” in Diana Lary, The Chinese
State at the Borders.

Session Twelve
1 5K [ SKBER, <18 19 T 248 8 = i R 27 i 77 [E 3 2¢ 7R i
X HY IT %7
2. EETEYL B, “ShIr DORENE P BT S sEith X 52 4
Yasukatsu Matsushima,“Okinawa is a Japanese Colony”
4. Frederick Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American
History”
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Session Thirteen
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Zhihong Chen, “Romance with the periphery: Chinese
travel writing about the ‘frontier’ during the Nanjing Decade
(1927-1937)”
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Nicola Di Cosmo, Ancient China and Its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic
Power in East Asian History

Owen Lattimore, Inner Asian Frontiers of China. Beacon Press, 1951.
Diana Lary, The Chinese State at the Borders. 2007.

Barfield Thomas. The Perilous Frontier: Nomadic Empires and China,
221 BCto AD 1757.

John King Fairbank, ed. The Chinese World Order. Harvard University
Press, 1968.

Peter Perdue, China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central
Eurasia, 2005.

David Brophy, Uyghur Nation: Reform and Revolution on the Russia-
China Frontier.

David Sneath, Changing Inner Mongolia: Pastoral Mongolian Society
and the Chinese State.

Jodi L. Weinstein, Empire and Identity in Guizhou: Local Resistance to
Qing Expansion.

David A. Bello, Across Forest, Steppe, and Mountain: Environment,
Identity, and Empire in Qing China's Borderlands, 2016

Melvyn Goldstein, et al. 4 Tibetan Revolutionary: The Political Life and
Times of Bapa Phuntso Wangye.

Xiaorong Han, Red God: Wei Baqun and His Peasant Revolution in
Southern China, 1894-1932.

Jeremy A Murray, China's Lonely Revolution: The Local Communist
Movement of Hainan Island, 1926-1956.

William McNeill, The Great Frontier: Freedom and Hierarchy in
Modern Times. 1983.

Frederick Turner, The Frontier in American History.

Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Frontier.

Yufan Hao & Bill K P Chou, eds., China s Policies on Its Borderlands
and the International Implications. Singapore: World Scientific, 2011.
Neville Maxwell, China’s Borders: Settlements and Conflicts. Cambridge
Scholars, 2014.
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