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Exclusion

Objectives This subject surveys the interactions between China and other Asian

RIE22E societies - independent states, colonies and puppet states - in the modern
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period. Material is discussed taking into account both thematic diversity
and chronological order. We explore the ways in which political activists,
intellectuals and state actors have engaged “Asia” as a transnational
concept, constructed cultural identities, and understood and even remade
the international order in which they operated. Taking as its departure point
the multiple and contested meanings of Asia, this subject encourages
students to critically examine the historical evolution of power relations in
the region and beyond. They will also have the opportunity to assess the
promises and challenges of intra-Asian integration and reconciliation in
the present century.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes

BE R

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

a) understand the contested and shifting meanings of “Asia” and
“China”;

b) critically examine the motivations and power structures that




inform different imaginations of regional unity;

c) read theoretically informed scholarly texts that complement
historical research;

d) conduct independent research based on their own interests.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(1) What is/was “Asia”?

(2) Tributary system: regional order under Pax Sinica

3) Western imperialist intrusion and the rise of the nation-state
system

4) Leaving and re-entering Asia: the rise of Japan and pan-Asianism

(5) The Asian connections of the Chinese revolution

(6) Sino-Japanese relations

(7) The orphan of Asia?: Taiwanese intellectuals’ cultural identity
during the colonial period

(8) “Dreamland of the kingly way”’: Manchukuo and the Greater
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere

9) Sino-India interactions

(10)  Bamboo curtain: alliances and divisions among Asian societies
under the Cold War

(11)  America’s Asia: from “Asia-Pacific” to “Indo-Pacific”

(12)  War memories and history education

(13) Japanophilia and hallyu: popular culture
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Teaching/Learning | (1) This course consists of lectures, student oral presentations and class

Methodology discussion.

HEFHH (2) Students should complete the assigned readings and participate in
online discussion before coming to class meetings.

(3) Beginning on week four, students will be divided in groups and asked
to deliver oral presentations on the readings assigned for the week.
Presentations are to focus on the readings’ core concerns, structures of
argumentation, methodologies and contributions to the field. The
audience should engage the presenters with questions.

(4) For the final essay, each student chooses a topic of his or her own
interest under the subject teacher’s guidance and write a research
paper or extended review essay of approximately 8,000 characters.
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Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
Intended Learning tick as appropriate)
Outcomes

a b c d
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(B E B A IRRE) 1. Class participation 10% V4 V4 V4

and online
discussion
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2. Oral presentation 20% v V4 v
on readings
mEE|E b

3. Final essay 70% v v v v
G

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

Assessment tasks (1) and (2) are conducive to active engagement of ideas,
arguments and historical processes, which form the crux of ILOs (a) and
(b). They also allow students to achieve ILO (c) by developing the habit
and sharpening the skill of reading theoretical informed scholarship in
connection with historical issues. Assessment task (3), which gives
students maximum flexibility in developing their research agenda under
expert guidance, is designed for achieving ILO (d). It furthers the other
three ILOs by honing students’ propensity for critical thinking and reading
with a focus on the themes and problems that lend coherence to the subject.
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Student Study
Effort Required
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Class contact:

» Lecture 55:R 39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

= Completion of reading assignments

. 26 Hrs.
SIRRBERE
»  Online discussion 48_F =5 13 Hrs.

» Preparation for oral presentations 10 Hrs.
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» Completion of final essay 2 HzG 7 EEH 32 Hrs.
Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
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(Titles, or excerpts thereof, in Chinese or in Chinese translation are
required readings for all students.)
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