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Objectives Chinese folk beliefs are one of the most important cultural
o e e components in the daily lives of the commoners. While worship in
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gods and spirits and their related ceremonies constitute the basic
characteristics of beliefs in folk religions, these activities are also
metaphoric expressions of their social outlook. Traditional occult
science refers to the practices of professional diviners and magicians,
which reveal their understanding of the relationship between the
macrocosm and microcosm.

From the perspectives of history, cultural anthropology, folklore and
religious studies, this subject aims at introducing the basic concepts of
Chinese folk beliefs and occult science. The subject also examines
their origins and developments. Students will accordingly be inspired
to explore the significance of these practices in Chinese society, and to
grasp the hidden internal order and social norms of the Chinese
society.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) understand the basic concepts of Chinese folk beliefs and occult
science;

(b) comprehend the function of Chinese folk beliefs in Chinese
society;

(¢) understand the mindset and human desire of the Chinese in
accepting the practice of occult science.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(1) The definition of folk beliefs

(2) Ancestors, ghosts, gods and spirits

(3) Worship and exorcism: Shamanism and shaman

(4) The Nether World and the Human World

(5) Morality Books and the Ledgers of Merit and Demerit
(6) The Chu Culture of South China and local folklore

(7) Local community, temples of local deity, temple fair : locality
and state

(8) Communicate to the Heaven: Divination, geomancy, practice
physiognomy and fortune-telling

(9) Health through sexual hygiene and other practices
(10) Conclusion
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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The subject is conducted in seminars in which students’ participations
are expected. In the last few lessons, students are required to make
oral presentations on selected topics so as to strengthen their self-
study abilities. Consultations are provided by the teacher to help the
students to prepare their presentations, and to understand the subject
matter. Students are also required to read articles recommended by the
teacher. Field studies to temples of different folk beliefs and the places
where various types of occult sciences are practiced will be organized
for students to better understand the subject matters.

AR DTSRI ZUETT - B EFRHE AT LS TR AN - B4
IRTR Ty S BlEtam - (CENRINE - B SR F— OB
B S - CHIGEESAEE - EMMER T SRS
gt - ARPRSZHFE S > S2BARNREG TR - DU
SN T AT SIS -

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Specific assessment %
methods/tasks weighting

Intended subject learning outcomes
to be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
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1. Book Report/Book 50 v v v

Review
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2. Oral Presentation
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3. Written Report 30 4 4 v
ik

Total 48+ 100

A book report or a book review that accounts for 50% of the overall
assessment of the subject is required. The requirement will measure
accurately students’ understanding of a chosen work on Chinese folk
beliefs and occult science.

The team-based oral presentation and written report, which account
for the remaining 50% of the overall assessment of the subject, could
help assess the students’ ability in working on a guided-research
project. A report is considered good which provides creative and
critical views on Chinese folk beliefs and occult science. In addition,
reading and writing skills in both English and Chinese could also be
measured through these two exercises.

ARHEHZ T R =800 - B R E S sE R R 0 AR




SEZIT  HUEEEARE - AEE AR T EIREEM R
BT R (PRI AR AE

Fo R =E B/ NMEO B E M F RS - SR H 2
+ o IEW e ARG SR A T T TSR KR > R ALY
BIERE I R OITRE ST - SRR —EBEHY T ISE(E - HIU
FUGHIIREIE Iy - DB AV B R i ey - A5 2L
[EJiRs = A HLARSOKRE -

Student Study Class contact R5:
Effort Required
B BTEnR R =  Seminars fFE[EE 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort F.fr 25
» Reading 8 40 Hrs.
»  Writing B{E 30 Hrs.
= Discussion =& 10 Hrs.
» Fieldtrip &% 10 Hrs.
Total student study effort Z2E2HFE 129 Hrs.
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