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Objectives Underground societies, otherwise known as secret societies, refer to
=L organizations of underprivileged groups that are formed initially for self-

preservation and mutual help. As they operate in secrecy, they often develop in
opposition to mainstream society and may even pose threats to it. This subject
aims to unveil the mystique that shrouds the operation of underground societies
in China, and to evaluate their social and political functions at various points of
Chinese history.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) describe the life process of underground societies, from formation to
growth to dispersal or legitimization;

(b) discuss the relationship between underground societies and changes in
political power in Chinese history;

(c) analyze the depiction of underground societies in literature and film;

(d) to understand the relationship between the formation of underground
societies and folk beliefs and professional associations;

(e) critically analyze the value system of underground societies.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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(1) Definition of Underground Societies

(2) The Life-Cycle of Underground Societies

(3) Rituals, Symbols and Discourse

(4) Messianic Beliefs

(5) Migration, Emigration and the Global Spread

(6) Popular Representation of Underground Societies in Film and Literature
(7) From the Rural to the Urban

(8) The Value System of Underground Societies
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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This course will be taught as a seminar. The teacher will outline the broad
issues related to the subject matter. Each student is required to give an oral
report on different aspects of the course. Time will be set aside for individual
guidance to help students prepare for their oral presentations.

Students will also be asked to submit short written papers on assigned topics as
well as a final paper on a topic after consultation with the teacher.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
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1. Oral Presentation 15 4 v 4 4 v
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2. Class Participation 15 v v v v v

and Discussion
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3. Two Short Written 30 v v v v v
Assignments
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4. Final Paper 40 v v v v v
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Total 48+ 100

1. Under the guidance of the teacher, students will select a topic of oral

4.

presentation that may be related to any of the Intended Learning
Outcomes.

Class participation and discussions allow students to connect oral
presentations to the broader issues of the subject and will be judged by
the contribution the students make towards the advancement of
classroom discussion, the coherence of their remarks and the
relationship they bear to the content of the subject.

Two short written assignments are based on assigned reading materials
of the lecture. Students may demonstrate their understanding of two
specified topics of the lecture.

Students will consult with the teacher for a final paper (3000-word)
which will be comprehensive in nature that requires students to take an
overall view of the subject matter.
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Student Study

Class contact 25




Effort Required

B B »  Seminars iff55 53R 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort F 225
» Reading f:E 40 Hrs.
»  Writing 5/F 35 Hrs.
» Discussion 57z 10 Hrs.
* Film Viewing &2 5 & 8 Hrs.
Total student study effort 48E2H% 132 Hrs.
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