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Subject Code
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Subject Title Studying Chinese Culture through Fieldtrips
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e 5

Pre-requisite /

Co-requisite/ Nil

Exclusion

Objectives This course is required for all M.A. first year students. As the old
RE=E Chinese saying goes: the gain from travel and experience is greater

than that from books. The Grand Historian, Sima Qian, is able to write
so well because he travelled extensively. Likewise, abstract learning
and concrete experience will become one when students learn to
combine book learning with on-site visits. Hence, direct observation
of cultural heritage sites is essential for graduate students in the
humanities. This course will focus on four topics Clans and Rituals,
Historical Figures and Sites, Revolution and Social Movement as well
as Folk Belief and Religion. Organized into four study tours, students
will have the opportunity to visit cultural and historical sites of Hong
Kong and the Pearl River Delta. Before each field trip, the teacher
responsible will introduce the relevant research and reading materials.
During the field trip, the teacher will provide on-site explanations and
respond to students’ queries. After each field trip, the teacher in charge
will guide the students to give presentations on their experience of the
tour. Finally, the teacher will provide a summation of the field trip.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) grasp the fundamental methodology of conducting on-site studies
in the field of Chinese culture;

(b) grasp the skills of presenting cultural phenomena and heritage;

(c) independently conduct historical field studies according to their
own research needs;

(d) strengthen their professional knowledge through both theoretical
and practical learning.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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Part One : Clans and Rituals

(1) Cultural space and symbolic values of traditional Chinese
communities

(2) A study tour to the Pingshan Cultural Heritage Trail and the
Exhibition Hall of the Deng Clan

(3) The cultural significance of buildings and relics on the Pingshan
Cultural Heritage Trail (evaluation & students’ presentation)

Part Two : Historical Figures and Sites in Culture

(4) Qien Mu, Tang Junyi, Mou Zongsan and Xu Fuguan in the New
Asia Colleague

(5) A study tour to the Campus of New Asia Colleague

(6) The rehabilitation of Neo-Confucian movement in Hong
Kong(evaluation & students’ presentation)

Part Three : Revolution and Social Movement
(7) Two important uprisings in Chinese modern history
(8) A study tour to Huanghuaguang and Honghuaguang

(9) The violent revolution and the dynastic changes (evaluation &
students’ presentation)

Part Four : Folk Belief and Religion

(10) The Worship of Guan Di, the Dragon King and Heavenly
Empress

(11) Study tours to the Temple of the Dragon King, the Heavenly
Empress and Guan Ti at Cheung Chau

(12) “Protect the people” and “stop the storm at sea”: two themes in




folk beliefs and religion (evaluation & students’ presentation)
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
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(1) This course is divided into four learning units, each taught by a
professor. Before each field trip, the professor in charge will give a
three-hour lecture that will introduce theoretical concepts related
to the topic of the field trip, and significant details of the sites.

(2) During each field trip, the professor in charge will provide on-site
explanations and answer queries of the students.

(3) After the field trip, the students will give oral presentations and the
professor will guide the students towards a conclusion.

(4) Besides attending all the lectures, students are required to attend at
least two of the four field trips.
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Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | to be assessed (Please tick as
Intended Learning appropriate)
Outcomes
a b c d
IR
1. Written Report 50 ViV |V
(BB R R AIE) e e
El e
2. Fieldtrip Report 30 Vi v v v
3. Oral Presentation 20 v v | Vv v
CISRER &
Total 44=1 100
The written report (5,000 words), the fieldtrip report (3,000 words)
and the oral presentation aim to measure students’ overall mastery of
the content and methodology of historical and cultural field activities
as well as their writing and speaking ability.
Class participation & discussion will help to assess the students’
degree of involvement and ability to respond appropriately, and will
be judged by the contribution the students make towards the
advancement of classroom discussion, the coherence of their remarks
and the relationship they bear to the content of the subject.
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Effort Required
BB EFE *  Seminars HfE]ER 26 Hrs.
*  Fieldtrips &% 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort E.{t£25:
= Reading F:E 40 Hrs.




Writing Z{E 38 Hrs.

= Discussion 37 12 Hrs.
Total student study effort 4&E2HE 129 Hrs.
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