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Subject Code CHC340 / CHC340P

Subject Title Understanding Chinese Culture from Life and Fate
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Credit Value 3

Level 3

Pre-requisite/
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

CHC1M44P, CHC1M44 & CHC1M44M

Objectives

Regarding human nature, relations, and development:

1. To guide the students to view life and human nature in a more
sophisticated way by discussing fundamental concepts that are
related to human development, such as destiny, health,
individual cultivation, and community;

2. To show the students that the ultimate concern or existential
dilemmas of human beings can be expressed in various ways;

3. While acknowledging the spiritual pursuit as an everlasting
drive-in human nature, to highlight the diverse understandings
and practices of spirituality, especially some unique aspects of
Chinese occult science.

Regarding community and organization:

1. To explore how the occult science circulated by different
communities,

2. To understand how the theory and practice of the supernatural
build organizations in Chinese society.

Regarding history, cultures, and world views:

1. To link the Chinese traditional culture and the contemporary
life by examining the universally shared spiritual needs and
puzzles;

2. To increase the students’ cultural literacy of Chinese history
and culture.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
(a) Understanding different academic methodologies.

(b) Discovering the worldview of Chinese occult science and its
function in Chinese society.




(c) Observing the transformation and meanings of occult science in

ancient China and the modern world.

(d) Evaluating the values of occult science from different aspects.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Introduction: Occult Science a Way of Understanding
Ultimate Concern (E({f /55— — B A= iy 2R 1)

The Methodology of Occult Science Study (75 BEE it 7771
WEIT5)

The Beginning of Occult Science: The Magic Tradition in

Ancient China and its Decline (&7l /71 AVEERE @ RS
HIAR K HEETR)

Understanding the Healing Tradition from Acupuncture ({¢£&f
S PR AR O B (CHY B R AT

Supernatural Treatment and the Way of Interpretation (& H
PR AL B T YR R)

Regimen Tradition and the Historical writing G&4: S {EELFE
FEE)

Alchemy and Creation of Immortality System and its Social

community (FHITER7K 4 SRR K L EFAS)

Becoming Animals—a Way of Physical Training in Ancient
China and its Modern Values (¢ &Y — A B e
1458 e HERAUEAE)

Divination: A Forecasting or a Superstition (5 [~ : TEHZE &
=)

Natal Chart: Inevitable or Variable (f7#% @ ¥ B8 & 1] )

Geomancy as a Moral Practice or a Profit Gain (JE/K{E Ff
HERAE AR =m0 T )

To Understand the Ways of Reading from Hexagram (fi£ £p 52
T2 TTRRSETTIE)

The Modernity of Occult Science as an Intangible Cultural
Heritage (Bl /7 RCHVERANE © IR SUEE )

In this subject, students understand not only the ideational world of
health and prediction in Chinese tradition but also its practical
aspect.




In week 1, the subject teacher will introduce the subject. The
subject requirements will be presented clearly. Also, the core of
occult science will be discussed.

In week 2, the subject teacher will introduce different
methodologies such as history, sociology, and anthropology. Also,
the writing and requirements of a book review will be discussed.

In week 3, the subject teacher will analyze the beginning of health
and prediction traditions in ancient China. Also, the meaning of
human existence will be discussed.

In week 4, through acupuncture, the subject teacher will share the
metaphysics of Chinese medicine, including tunnels, blood, Qi, etc,
and the ways of acupuncture will be demonstrated.

In weeks 5 - 7, from the supernatural treatment, regimen tradition
and alchemy, the subject teacher will present the characteristics of
Chinese interpretation and the importance of cultural elites.

In week 8, the subject teacher will introduce the ideas of imitating
animals as a form of physical training and discuss their modern
meaning. Physical training will be offered to students this week.

In weeks 9 — 11, through divination, natal chart and geomancy, the
subject will lead discussion about the border between prediction
and superstition, the nature of destiny and the decision making
between moral and profit.

In week 12, by using the book of Change, the subject teacher will
share the ways of divination and the way of thinking in Chinese
culture.

In week 13, the subject teacher will present ideas of intangible
cultural heritage and how to evaluate the values of occult science
from different perspectives.

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

Subject teacher will follow the syllabus to teach every topic clearly
and to analyse variety primary and secondary sources, including
documents, pictures, literatures, and movies. Discussion will be an
activity in the lesson to encourage interaction between subject
teacher and students. Also, physical training, the ways of
acupuncture and divination, will offer and demonstrate to students.

Students have to finish the assessments including oral presentation,
book review, quiz and term paper. From the assessments, students
will learn how to analyse variety of written and cultural texts,
including classical works, historical documents, pictures and
modern research studies. In this subject, students are required to
submit a written final paper developed from a self-selected topic
and in accordance with the subject teacher’s suggestions. Also,
subject teacher will fully explain the criteria of the assessments
including, topic selection, literature review and writing.




Consultations are provided by the subject teacher to help the
students to prepare their presentations, term paper and to
understand the subject matters.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
weighting

Intended subject learning
outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d

1. Group
Presentation

20

v v

2. Book Review

20

3. Quiz

20

4.Term Paper

40

Total

100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

1. Group Presentation (20%): measuring the student’s ability on

collecting, analysing, and expressing of written and cultural
texts. Based on the presentation topic, students will form in
groups and students have to read multiple sources and to
discuss with group members. An overall grasp of the
knowledge, specifically the to find out the function of occult
science, will be assessed.

Book Review (20%): measuring the student’s understanding
on the research of occult science study and demonstrate how
to evaluate of its from different aspects.

Quiz (20%): closed book Multiple choice and short question
will be used to assess the level of knowledge students have

achieved and their ability to reflect on different topics about
occult science in China and the personal experience as well.

Term Paper (30%): personal paper measuring the student’s
ability on collecting and analysing of written and cultural
texts, as well as their writing ability. Inquiry and creativity are
focal points. The writing requirement of the final paper is
3500-5000 words for Chinese or English. The topic of the
paper has to be related to occult science in China.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:

Lectures 20 Hrs.

Tutorials 13 Hrs.




= Workshop 6 Hrs
Other student study effort:

= Readings 48 Hrs.

=  Written Report 33 Hrs.

= Discussion 12 Hrs.

Total student study effort 132 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Qutcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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