
This seminar will introduce students to current perspectives on the evolution and development of 

language.  I will start by examining the settings for language development: its evolutionary and 

neuropsychological bases before turning to developments in the first year of life.  The second part of 

the seminar will compare different theoretical approaches to language development in the light of 

recent evidence: here I will consider the role of input and the ways in which children’s errors can 

illuminate the developmental pathway.  Finally, I will turn to discussing crosslinguistic and cross-

cultural research in the light of the strengths and problems associated with different methodologies: 

corpus analysis, experimental and computational modelling. 
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