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Cluster Area Subject Proposal Form  

1. Subject 

Offering 

Department  

CBS 

2. Subject Title CBS1CN05P Introduction to Cantonese Opera 

3. Cluster Area Please check the box(es) below to indicate the cluster area(s) the subject 

contributes in a major way: 

  Human Nature, Relations and Development [CAR(A)] 

  Science, Technology and Environment [CAR(D)] 

  Chinese History and Culture [CAR(M)] 

  Cultures, Organisations, Societies and Globalisation [CAR(N)] 

4. Planned 

student intake 

per year  

Optimal class size:   60 

Planned number of offerings in each semester: 

Semester 1:       1 

Semester 2:       1 

Summer Term:     
 

5. Proposed 

instructor(s) 
(please include the 

names of all the 

proposed instructors 

and indicate the 

subject leader) 

Name Post Dept. Ext. Email 

Dr Ngai Sing-bik, 

Cindy 

 

Associate  

Head 

CBS 7465 cindy.sb.ngai@polyu.edu.hk 

6. Medium of 

Instruction 
Please check the appropriate box: 

 English        Putonghua*    Others* (Please specify: _______) 

Justification(s): 

* Parallel sessions with one delivered in Putonghua and one in Cantonese are preferred.  

The Putonghua session serves the audiences who are native Putonghua speakers and 

those who would like to enhance their Putonghua speaking and listening competence 

through learning in class whereas the Cantonese session serves those who have a 

strong interest in learning Cantonese opera as a classic Chinese cultural performance 

with strong local root. The latter will also allow students to apprehend and appreciate 

Cantonese opera in a comprehensive manner as the demonstrations and illustrations 

in class will be delivered in Cantonese, 

 

7. Please explain how the Intended Learning Outcomes relate to the following three essential features 

of GUR subjects: Literacy, Higher order thinking, and Skills for life-long learning: 

Literacy: 

In addition to all the scripts for Cantonese Opera performance, a lot have been written on the 

subject, including introductory materials and some materials in English. Some reading materials on 

the subjects are authored by the two proposed instructors. There will be reading assignments with 

guidance provided. 
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Higher order thinking: 

The students will be challenged to reflect on the unique nature of Cantonese 

Opera; the misconceptions about it (to which they probably have not been 

immune until initiated through the subject); and the tension, interplay and 

dialectic relationship of the old vs the new, the local vs the global, the simple 

vs the complicated, and the abstract vs the concrete. 

 

Life-long learning: 

Cantonese Opera is a lively art form, with new performances, new scripts being written, 

and new participants, including practitioners. Like any sophisticated art form in the 

world, the treasure of CO takes a life-time to unfold and be discovered. The level of 

participation can climb up a hierarchy from passive audience, active audience, learner, 

practitioner, playwright, promoter, to researcher, etc. 

 

8. Requirements 

intended to 

fulfil 

  China-Study Requirement (CSR) - More than 60% CSR-related content   

 Eligible for “English Writing” (EW) designation - include an extensive piece 

of writing (1,500 – 2,500 words)  AND “English Reading” (ER) designation - 
include a reading of an extensive text (100,000 words or 200 pages)  

 Eligible for “Chinese Writing” (CW) designation - include an extensive 

piece of writing (2,000 – 3,000 characters) AND “Chinese Reading” (CR) 

designation - include a reading of an extensive text (100,000 characters or 200 pages) 

 

Please attach a duly completed Subject Description Form [Form AR 140] with this Proposal 

Form. 


