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Programme Overview iR 2 ZE

Programme Code RiZHw5%
72422

Mode B
Full-Time ZB#l

Duration fE:E& 88
2 years F

s
W]

Credit Requirement 85 EK 'S A sopte %/‘ T ',d
A minimum of 66 credits (plus 3 training credits WIE) ‘ .4
&V66{ERS (B3 BREFHEREIENES)

Tuition Fee B&
HK$42,100 per academic year
BEFERA42,1007T

Financial Assistance &)

* Local students are eligible to apply for the Tertiary Student Finance
Scheme - Publicly-funded Programmes (TSFS) and the Non-means-
tested Loan Scheme for Full-time Tertiary Students (NLSFT);

» CBS Prize for Distinguished Undergraduate Students shall be
awarded to students with outstanding academic results.
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Entrance Requirements ABEK

A Higher Diploma or an Associate Degree from a recognized
institution in relevant disciplines such as language studies,
psychology, allied health care, biological sciences, social
sciences and other communication related fields.

Preference will be given to applicants with good command
of English and Chinese.
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Programme Aims

BA (Hons) in Language and Speech Sciences (BALSS) is a UGC-funded, interdisciplinary,
two-year full-time honours top-up programme that admits Senior Year students holding
an Associate Degree or Higher Diploma qualification.

The programme aims to equip graduates with

(1) good foundation knowledge to understand human communication and its disorders,
including (a) linguistic knowledge, (b) cognitive theories and (c) biological basis;

(2) knowledge and basic skills in analysing human communication disorders;

(3) good communication skills to interact with people from various social and cultural
backgrounds as well as individuals with communication disorders; and

(4) functional work-related skills nurtures students as all-round individuals who are
ready to work and to be an ethical leader in numerous allied health and/or
educational settings, research fields and other business and industry sectors.
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Characteristics R 2456

The programme provides students with solid training in areas related
to language and speech sciences, including linguistics, biology,
cognition and communication disorders. With a balanced curriculum
of both skills-based and knowledge-based courses, the programme
produces graduates who can pursue a variety of careers, including
positions related to allied health, education, research fields and other
business and industry sectors.
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Recognition & Prospects Bt Kal=

The career prospects of graduates from this programme depend
on how they select their study pathways. Students have the option
of focusing on areas related to communication disorders, and they
will be able to serve in junior positions in different allied health
sectors such as speech therapy departments under the Hospital
Authority, NGOs and other private healthcare sectors. They will also
be able to work in research labs in cognitive and/or communication
sciences. Graduates who opt for postgraduate studies via the Master
of Speech Therapy programme or education will further expand
their career prospects to speech therapy and special education.
Besides these study pathways, students can plan their studies by
focusing on broader areas in language and communication. With
solid training in multilingual communication and problem solving
skills, graduates are expected to be capable of pursuing careers in
business and industry sectors.
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BALSS Alumni Sharing

* E/'\:-

Chan Wing Yiu Eunice
(Student of Master of
Science in Educational
Speech - Language

Pathology and Learning
Disabilities, The Education
University of Hong Kong)

Fernando Chan

BALSS has equipped me well for my further Master’s studies in Speech-Language Pathology and
Learning Disabilities. In the two years, | have gained extensive knowledge in the field of communication
disorders and linguistics including the characteristics of different languages and communication disorders
and the structure of modern Chinese and Cantonese. This professional knowledge has broadened my horizon
and strengthened my will and capability to become a speech therapist in the future.

Apart from academic studies, | have gained hands-on experience in teaching children with dyslexia during
my service-learning course, in which | worked with my groupmates to design different activities for our
target students to learn Chinese better. This course allowed me to get to know children with special
educational needs better and gain insight into ways to enhance their study performance.

BALSS has also provided me with a wonderful university experience - not only do | qualified for my Master’s
studies, but | have also made a lot of friends and enjoyed a balanced student life.
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I am glad to be part of the BALSS family and | enjoyed my learning experience on campus a lot. While the
teaching staff is friendly and helpful, the high-quality teaching facilities at PolyU have supported me
throughout the transition from an associate degree to a university learning mode and keep up with the
progress of my senior year.

| was interested in BALSS as the curriculum would enable me to further my studies in speech therapy related
courses. In the first year, we learned about how humans produce speech from the perspective of anatomy
by using the Anatomy Laboratory to examine the real corpse. This unique experience has greatly increased
our learning interest in this course as well as consolidated the foundation of studying communication
disorder in the following semesters.

BALSS features both linguistics and speech science, which improve the degree of freedom in study path
arrangement. Apart from studying communication disorder related subjects, | also studied Cantonese
Phonology, Sign Language, Translation and Interpretation, Business Communication, which developed my
professional skills to improve my employment competitiveness and broaden my career pathway.
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Related Advanced Programmes

THEAIRIEERTE

Master of Speech Therapy (MST)
SaRELRE
MA in Bilingual Corporate Communication

(MABCCQ)
hEPEEMNCEELTEARE
MA in Chinese Linguistics (MACL)
FEIESEBXEELTEARE

MA in Chinese Language and Literature (MACLL)
PR B E TR RE
MA in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language

(MATCFL)
HINZERBUBXBELBRE

MA in Translating and Interpreting (MATI)
HEREECEETBARE

Work Integrated Education (WIE)
REBIEARE

The WIE of this programme is essential to promote students’
abilities to apply theory into practice. Through this WIE, in the
format of job shadowing, students will work alongside allied
health professionals in their work settings. This offers students
invaluable first-hand experience in different work contexts
that allow them to apply academic knowledge into practice.
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Enquiries &5

For academic matters, please contact:
MBERMTEN - RS

Programme Leader 22 E{F :

Dr KWONG Yee Lan, Elaine EHMPEE L
Email : elaine-yl.kwong@polyu.edu.hk

Deputy Programme Leader RI2EIEE :

Dr WONG Min Ney & 81 18+
Email : min.wong@polyu.edu.hk

For general information, please contact :
MBEMEN - A

CBS General Office B &N E

Tel E5E : (852) 3400 3268
Email E% : cbs.enquiry@polyu.edu.hk

Version of September 2022
202259 BhRAF

Programme Details :REA A * :

http://www.cbs.polyu.edu.hk/BALSS.html

*The information in this leaflet is subject to review and change.
Please visit the above web page for the latest programme information.
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