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Executive Summary

In order to understand adolescent moral development in Hong Kong and enrich
the quality of character education, a series of collaborative research on adolescent moral
and character development were conducted involving the Department of Applied Social
Sciences of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University and Wofoo Foundation. This report
attempts to review the existing moral and character education in Hong Kong, analyze
the related policies and strategies in different Chinese communities and other countries,
and provide practical suggestions on the future development of moral and character
education in Hong Kong.

Theoretically speaking, moral and character education is strongly linked to social
and emotional learning (SEL) and positive youth development (PYD), and it serves as
the foundation of 21% Century skills development of adolescents. However, when
reviewing the existing strategies of moral and character development in Hong Kong,
and comparing with different Chinese communities (mainland China and Taiwan) and
other countries (Singapore, The United Kingdom, The United States of America), we
found that the development of moral and character education in Hong Kong showed a
stagnant tendency during the past decade and faced many challenges, including (1) lack
of comprehensive planning and policy formulation; (2) the stagnant progress of the
development of moral and character education; (3) blurred concepts and lack of holistic
development; (4) undermining the importance of moral and character education; (5) the
weakening of program effectiveness due to the “penetrative” moral and character
education into other curricula; (6) lack of holistic and formal curriculum; (7)
incomprehensive operational strategies to implement moral and character education;
and (8) lack of effective review and systematic program evaluation.

Unfortunately, adolescents become more vulnerable in responding to the
complicated developmental and contextual changes. The developmental risks include
youth violence, increasing peer cruelty, dishonest behaviors, self-destructive behaviors,
egocentrism, materialism, and disrespect for parents, teachers and authority figures. In
response to the complicated and rapid changes of the social environment, how to
prepare the adolescents in meeting the challenges has become an important agenda of
the society. There are burning needs to cultivate the proper social values among

adolescents, build up their positive attitudes towards life, and enhance their social and
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emotional competence.

Under such circumstances, we have the following suggestions on the future
development of moral and character education in Hong Kong: (1) to review and
formulate evidence-based policies related to moral and character education; (2) to
review the areas and content of moral and character education, and merge the content
with social and emotional learning elements; (3) to formulate “independent” curriculum
for moral and character education; (4) to connect with other social systems so as to
generate an honest, caring society for adolescent positive development; (5) to enhance
teacher’s training and cultivation of healthy school culture; (6) to conduct adolescent
research on moral and character development, and psychological and social
competencies of adolescents regularly; and (7) to conduct systematic evaluation

research on assessing the effectiveness of moral and character educational programs.
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