&t
SRR

(EREE - BN EENRAEITS)
SR _ER¥N e : SHIHVERRS

AFE HIXET

§5EEEI7Y55 E%*i‘ﬁi $ 20175







ﬁ
flve
i
3
ey
It
i
N
>’-‘L
—
gt
-
g
\_
e

=3 B

LA g AEm1AE (FARFZLR)
ik HL FBmiLH (#lg AP L R)
LA S Apm1 A E (Bl R™TE)
e g1 Fpma1LH (Blg RATR)
wagy g1 A AT AE (Bla A% R)
B Ee gL ApmaiiE (Blg RFPZTR)
o gL ABmaiiH (BMERFTR)
Bk L4 fpma1is (Blg WAL R
2= L fEs A E (&l mAag i)
DEFE gL fRAH (&g RAE R
BHT X4 FpmEiLH (BeEmT R
e

o Fiti:AFIHL NS LY (F2RAETF) FRET
o AFTAYL Wi WRF S L S APM Ry F AN S DR
o AFIFRYIrREIAETY TSR



Executive Summary

BACKGROUND

This report outlines the findings of a project named “Character Building — A shared mission for a better
future”, a joint collaboration between The Hong Kong Polytechnic University and Wofoo Foundation. This
project aims at understanding the perceptions of teachers, students and parents of Hong Kong adolescents’
moral character. Using a quantitative methodology, there are three major objectives of the report, including:
a) comparsion of Hong Kong teachers’ perceptions about moral character of their students and the Hong
Kong Chinese adolescents in general; b) exploration of teachers’ perceptions of their role in moral education;
and c¢) understanding of teachers’ perceptions of the policies and implementation of moral education in
secondary schools.

METHOD and RESULTS

In 2016-2017 academic year, a total number of 568 Hong Kong teachers (216 males, 345 females, and 7
did not indicate their gender) from 11 secondary schools were invited to complete a self-reported
questionnaire.

a) Teachers’ perceptions about moral character of their students and the general Hong Kong Chinese
adolescents

Nearly half of the teachers perceived Hong Kong Chinese adolescents as friendly (55.2%), kind (49.0%)
and treating others with empathy (45.5%). However, a total of 67.3% of the teachers believed that there
was a moral decline among Hong Kong adolescents. Besides, most of the respondents perceived that Hong
Kong adolescents are becoming materialistic (e.g., 69.9% of them agreed that “Hong Kong adolescents
think making money is more important than any other things”) and egocentric (e.g., 89.9% of them agreed
that “Hong Kong adolescents think their own feelings are much more important than others’ feelings™).

Specifically, more than 80% of the teachers agreed that there was room for improvement regarding
adolescents’ sense of responsibility (85.0%), emotional competence (97.5%) and ability to cope with
adversities (98.8%). It is also noteworthy that compared with the adolescents in general, teachers considered
their students to be less materialistic, have more trust in society and equipped with a higher level of moral
character.

b) Teachers’ perceptions of their role in moral education

Nearly 80% of the respondents agreed that teachers and schools played indispensable roles in adolescent
moral development. In particular, the majority of the respondents perceived “teaching morality” as an
important responsibility for schools (48.6% “agree” and 48.4% ‘“strongly agree”). Over 90% of the
respondents agreed that teachers should teach moral values (60.2% “agree” and 32.0% “strongly agree”)
and be role models for students (58.1% “agree” and 35.0% “‘strongly agree”).



c) Teachers’ perceptions of the policies and implementation of moral education in secondary schools

Around 60% of the teachers showed positive attitudes toward school policies and implementation of moral
and civic education (56.1% “agree” and 5.0% “strongly agree” ) that the management team has been
continuously leading their school to implement and develop moral and civic education. A majority of the
respondents expressed their willingness to spend time studying related policies (66.5% “agree” and 5.2%
“strongly agree”) and attending professional training programs and courses related to moral and civic
education (57.3% “agree” and 6.4% “strongly agree”). However, around 20% of them disagreed that the
Education Bureau had provided clear instructions and only 22.8% of them perceived that there were
adequate resources for moral education.

CONCLUSION

Based on the perceptions of secondary school teachers, there was a decline in moral values among Hong
Kong adolescents. The respondents noted the importance of building and nurturing adolescents’ moral
values and character. They perceived themselves as moral educators. However, some teachers did not
perceive that there was adequate policy and resources support. It was suggested that more resources and
support should be invested in moral education and teacher training programs.
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2. =% 3 12 77 365 110 1 57 195 295 17
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3. M 6 80 222 243 13 9 112 279 160 5
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LR
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E R Ly

B 15 144 153 221 33 4 60 107 331 65
‘ (2.7%)  (254%) (27.0%) (39.0%) (5.8%) (0.7%) (10.6%) (18.9%) (58.4%)  (11.5%)

52 179 192 134 6 10 82 165 276 34
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P RAAT
g 44

V- M N 3 19 83 201 171 2 8 63 337 155
$r L pe 7 (05%) (34%) (146%) (51.3%) (30.2%) (0.4%) (1.4%) (11.2%) (59.6%) (27.4%)
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A 6 69 260 219 14 6 115 345 98 3
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