
Subject Description Form 
 

Subject Code ARCH602 

Subject Title History, Theory, and Critical Heritage Studies in Architecture 

Credit Value 3 

Level 6 

Pre-requisite/ 

Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

Nil 

Objectives 

 

This subject will introduce how architectural history has been studied 
in the past (historiography), how spatial and architectural theories 
shape our interpretation of the built environment, and how these are 
utilised to construct values, identities, and power structures. Students 
will also examine the intersections of architectural theory, spatial 
theory and critical heritage conservation.  

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

a) Analyse and critique the major historiographical movements in 
architectural history and history of architectural conservation 
from the 19th century to the present;  

b) Deconstruct the concepts of "heritage," "authenticity," and 
"value" using critical heritage theory (e.g., Authorized Heritage 
Discourse); 

c) Apply advanced spatial, postcolonial, feminist, and 
environmental theories to architectural and heritage sites; 

d) Formulate a rigorous, theoretically grounded research 
methodology for their own thesis projects; and 

e) Provide the research outputs and analytics through written 
reports. 

 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative 
Syllabus  

This subject is structured around four thematic modules that ground 
advanced spatial, historiographical, and critical heritage theories 
within the built environment contexts of China, Hong Kong, and the 
wider East Asian region. Students will first interrogate Western and 
Chinese architectural historiographies and the history of architectural 
conservation through the study of early twentieth-century scholarship. 



It will be followed by critical analysis of the spatial and utilisation 
dimensions of vernacular, religion, urban and architecture, examining 
ritual aspects, Chinese lineage context, Feng Shui, and colonial-
modern urban hybridities. Furthermore, the course contrasts Western 
conservation doctrines with East Asian paradigms of cyclic 
restoration, critically analysing localized practices—including the 
China Principles and Hong Kong's public-private conservation 
partnerships. Concluding with critical heritage politics, students will 
deconstruct the intersections of spatial activism, identity, and 
Authorized Heritage Discourse to formulate rigorous, interdisciplinary 
research methodologies for their own postgraduate theses. 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

This subject is delivered as an intensive, discussion-based research 
seminar designed to foster critical debate and original research 
development. Students will engage in highly interactive weekly 
seminar discussions to deconstruct assigned theoretical readings, 
which are systematically grounded through case study analyses of 
key physical and historical sites in Chinese Mainland, Hong Kong, and 
Asia. Furthermore, the curriculum incorporates collaborative 
methodology workshops, providing a peer-review forum where 
postgraduate researchers present, critique, and systematically refine 
each other's research designs, analytical reports, and thesis drafts 
under academic guidance. 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Specific 
assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning 
outcomes to be assessed 
(Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e 

1. Assignment 20      

2. Presentation 40      

3. Written Report 40      

Total  100 %  

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in 
assessing the intended learning outcomes: 

Student will be assessed by three components: an Assignment 
(20%), Presentation (40%) and Written report (40%). The students 
will be required to conduct extensive reading after the lecture to 
complete an assignment. The assessment of the studies with respect 
to the understanding of the relevant subject matters, including the 



principles, methodologies, and techniques, by providing answers to 
the assignment questions. Moreover, an individual written report is 
designed to assess the students’ research knowledge of the historical 
movement from 19th century to the present. 
 
A letter grading system will be used to assess students’ performance. 
Students must attain at least a grade of D in the final grade to achieve 
a passing grade. 
 

Student Study 
Effort Expected 
 

Class contact:  

 Lectures / Seminars 39 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Written Report 30 Hrs. 

 Self-Study 36 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  105 Hrs. 
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