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ARCH481 

Conservation in the Built Environment (with Chinese Architecture) 

2 

4 

Nil 

I. To introduce the fundamental principles and practices of the heritage
conservation field, including the history and development of built heritage
conservation in the past.

2. To demonstrate the history, cultures, and various features and styles in
Chinese architecture and vernacular buildings.

3. To provide a solid foundation for understanding the field of conservation
and the broader socio-economic contexts of heritage conservation.

4. To provide critical understanding and reflections of conservation policy and
practice.

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

a) Understand the fundamental theories, concepts, international principles,
and local and global trends in heritage conservation.

b) Process knowledge of identification of heritage values, cultural
significance and character-defining elements in heritage resources.

c) Appreciate and interpret history, architectural language, styles of Chinese
architecture.

d) Comprehend the best practices contained in heritage charters, conventions,
declarations and recommendations including the World Heritage
Convention, the World Heritage List.

e) Apply sustainability concept into heritage conservation and adaptive reuse
of historic buildings.

f) Communicate effectively with team players on a conservation project.

Identification and assessment of heritage conservation - tangible and intangible 
heritage, Cultural significance, heritage values, authenticity and integrity 

Charters, World Heritage Convention, Conservation management plan, 
Heritage Impact Assessment 

Chinese architecture - period, styles, cultures, features, elements, and materials 

Conservation issues - tension between development and conservation, heritage 
as a growth machine, public participation in heritage conservation 

Conservation approaches - case studies including single buildings, to streets 
and districts 

Adaptive reuse concepts and case studies 

Sustainability and heritage conservation 
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