Subject Description Form

Subject Code ARCH384

Subject Title Urban Design and Planning for Architects
Credit Value 3

Level 3

Pre-requisite Nil

Objectives

1. Provide students with the core principles and theories and conceptual and
methodological skills necessary for the understanding of urban design.

2. Provide fundamental knowledge for the analysis and evaluation of public
spaces as a spatial category.

3. Provide concrete practical guidelines for the design of interventions into
a certain type of public space. Different specific typologies will be
investigated.

4. Examine the forces and underlying mechanisms of urbanization and
development of cities.

5. Review the planning and development practices in Hong Kong.

6. Critically evaluate development policies and strategies relating to
territorial development and urban planning.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Outcomes
a. Attain a vocabulary and cognitive framework within which to discuss and
evaluate public spaces
b. Familiarize themselves with issues pertaining to the design and use of
public spaces
c. Tackle core urban theories and analyze socio-economic and institutional
factors affecting land use patterns, urban built-forms, and growth and decline
of cities.
d. Comprehend the policy, regulations and practices related to urban design
and planning in the urban development context.
e. Understand the politics of planning and development in the process of city
development.
f. Communicate and work effectively with various professionals involved in
different stages of urban design and planning.

Subject Synopsis/ ¢ Typological survey of public spaces

Indicative Syllabus

e Issues and themes involved in the design of public spaces: the privatization
of public space;  Surveillance and control in the public realm;
Contemporary patterns of urban spatial practice; Social construction of
public space; Public space and events; Digital mediation of public space ;
Public space as cultural expression

e Analytical case studies of exemplary public space design




e Principles and strategies for the design of public spaces and interventions
into these spaces

e A review of planning system and land use problems in Hong Kong:
discussions on Territorial Development Strategy, harbor reclamation, urban
redevelopment and rural area planning; an overview of the land conversion
and development process in Hong Kong.

e An evaluation on the tactics adopted by professionals to tackle the common
problems arising from the urban development process; a critical review of
government policies affecting the land development industry.

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

Case studies, theories and principles related to urban design will be
introduced in lectures. Tutorials will be able to guide students on the
development of project on urban design, both individually and in small
groups.

Relevant theories, concepts and regulations related to urban planning will be
introduced in lectures, supplemented with applications and discussions during
seminars. Outside planning professionals will be invited to give guest lectures
on current planning and development issues. Students are required to conduct
case studies on planning issues and present their findings in tutorial class.

Students will be required to participate in discussions during tutorial class and
provide critiques and comments on their classmates’ works.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Intended subject learning outcomes to be
assessed (Please tick as appropriate)

Specific assessment %
methods/tasks weighting
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3. Examination

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing
the intended learning outcomes: The students will be assessed through their
independently completed analysis report, which contributes to 30 %. The
urban design component is to evaluate the students’ critical reflections on
their learning experiences, how they have made connections with their design
project of a public space and ability to communicate analysis.

The planning component is assessed by a group project assignment (30%).
The examination is to assess students’ understanding of key principles and
concepts of urban design and planning (40%).

Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:

= Lectures 26Hrs.

= Workshops/Tutorials 13Hrs.




Other student study effort:

= Independent study 81Hrs.
Total student study effort 120Hrs.
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