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I. Provide students with the core principles and theories and conceptual and
methodological skills necessary for the understanding of urban design.

2. Provide fundamental knowledge for the analysis and evaluation of public
spaces as a spatial category.

3. Provide concrete practical guidelines for the design of interventions into
a certain type of public space. Different specific typologies will be
investigated.

4. Examine the forces and underlying mechanisms of urbanization and
development of cities.

5. Review the planning and development practices in Hong Kong.
6. Critically evaluate development policies and strategies relating to

territorial development and urban planning.

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

a. Attain a vocabulary and cognitive framework within which to discuss and
evaluate public spaces

b. Familiarize themselves with issues pertaining to the design and use of
public spaces

c. Tackle core urban theories and analyze socio-economic and institutional
factors affecting land use patterns, urban built-forms, and growth and decline
of cities.

d. Comprehend the policy, regulations and practices related to urban design
and planning in the urban development context.

e. Understand the politics of planning and development in the process of city
development.

f. Communicate and work effectively with various professionals involved in
different stages of urban design and planning.

• Typological survey of public spaces

• Issues and themes involved in the design of public spaces: the privatization
of public space; Surveillance and control m the public realm;
Contemporary patterns of urban spatial practice; Social construction of
public space; Public space and events; Digital mediation of public space ;
Public space as cultural expression

• Analytical case studies of exemplary public space design
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