Subject Description Form
Subject Code

APSS515

Subject Title

Family Violence

Credit Value

3

Level

5

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite /
Exclusion

Nil

Assessment
Methods

100% Continuous Assessment

Individual Assessment

Group Assessment

1. Term paper

70%

0%

2. Seminar presentation

10%

10%

3. Participation in class and
seminar

10%

0%

•
•

The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
Student must pass all the components if he/she is to pass the subject.

Objectives

Students will be equipped with the essential perspectives that will enable them to tackle
different forms of family violence at different levels of intervention. Apart from examining
different types and forms of family violence, students will be sensitized to different contextual
dimensions that are believed to have significant bearings on the ways different forms of family
violence are understood and managed. Upon completion of the subject, it is expected that
students would be able to critically appraise the nature of their professional activities and be
able to devise and choose appropriate intervention strategies amidst a wide array of
intervention possibilities in relation to family violence.

Intended
Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a. Evaluate the major perspectives on family violence;
b. Reflect on the cultural, moral, social and legal dimensions of different forms of family
violence;
c. Appraise the social and legal responses to different forms of family violence as they are
used aboard and in the local context;
d. Recognize the scope and nature of their professional activities in dealing with problems
of family violence in the local context;
e. Identify the issues and dilemmas involved in family violence.
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Subject Synopsis / 1. Nature of the Family Violence
- Individual pathology
Indicative
- Social problem
Syllabus
- Public health problem

2. Family Violence: the State of Current Theories
- Myths that hinder understanding of family violence
- Range of family violence theories
- The Family Conflict, Feminist, and Public Health Perspectives
3. Child Abuse
- Changing conception of children and childhood
- The ‘discovery’ of child abuse
- Perspectives on child abuse
- Nature and scope of the child abuse problem
- Social and legal responses to child abuse
- The multi-disciplinary approach and the child abuse case conference
- Children exposed to domestic violence
4. Wife Abuse
- Realities of violence against women in intimate relationship
- Historical context of wife abuse
- The battered wives movement
- Perspectives on wife abuse
- Feminist discourse on battered wives
- Battered women and the criminal justice system
- Social and legal responses to battered women
- Examining men’s services in the local context
5. Elder Abuse
- Nature and natural history of elder abuse
- Orientation in defining elder abuse and neglect
- Types of elder abuse
- Causes of elder abuse
- Repertoire of intervention in elder abuse and neglect
- The challenge of elder abuse to social workers
6. Rethinking Professional Roles in Family Violence

Teaching /
Learning
Methodology
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The participation of students both in the lectures and seminars are crucial for learning in this
subject. The subject lecturer will be responsible for providing students with the theoretical
and knowledge inputs about family violence while students are expected to share on topics
and case discussion guided by the lecturer as the subject is delivered.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended
Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment
methods / tasks

%
weighting

Intended subject learning outcomes to be
assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a

b

c

d

e





1. Term paper

70%







2. Seminar
presentation

20%







3. Participation in
class and seminar

10%







Total

100%







Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended
learning outcomes:
Assessment will be based on seminar presentation or a topic chosen by the students and on
their participation in class. Students will be required to hand in a term paper to critically
examine a topic of interest which reflect their individual efforts and understanding of the
subject.

Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:


Lecture

27 Hrs.



Seminar

12 Hrs.

Other student study effort:


Reading

56 Hrs.



Group discussion outside class

28 Hrs.

Total student study effort

Medium of
Instruction

English

Medium of
Assessment

English
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