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Subject Code

APSS601

Subject Title

Health and Social Policy Analysis

Credit Value

3 (Elective)

Level

6

Responsible Staff
(Department)

Dr Judy Siu (APSS)

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Suggested prerequisite: APSS 6402
Note: The module requires basic knowledge in social sciences such as sociology and
anthropology in the course of policy analysis. Therefore, students are highly
recommended to take APSS 6402 Issues of Health Sociology before taking this course,
though this prerequisite is not compulsory. Students who lack background in these
social sciences subjects should consult the module teacher for necessary make up.
Students are also assumed to be familiar with health care system in Hong Kong.

Assessment
Methods
100%

Continuous Assessment

30%

--

2. Final Paper

70%

--

•
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Group
Assessment

1. Presentation

•
•

Objectives

Individual
Assessment

The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and
Student must pass the specific component(s) (standard of passing) if
he/she is to pass the subject.

The aim of this subject is to enable students to develop their ability in critical analysis
of social issues with special emphasis on conception of health and health policy. Social
policy within this module is seen as an applied subject where students are required to
analyze, not simply the effectiveness and appropriateness of social programs, but most
importantly, the way social values are translated into actions for human betterment. It
is also one of the objectives of this subject to enable students to link micro practice to
macro issues. The belief is that all social practices, particularly professional practices,
are deeply rooted with the macro social structure; and therefore no micro practice could
perfect itself without knowing the links and dynamics between society and individual
action.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a. Critically examine the different socio-cultural factors and their mutual
influence in affecting health service, policy, and practice;
b. Apply and appraise theoretical perspectives in analyzing health policy
issues;
c. Critically analyze and evaluate various health issues and health policy, and
suggest targeted improvement for the policy analyzed according to the
socio-cultural landscape;
d. Critically appraise the policy process (agenda setting, formulation,
implementation, and outcome evaluation) as well as the power relationships
among different major stakeholders in affecting policy process through case
studies.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1.

The nature and scope of social policy

2.

Health policy making and formulation process models

3.

Health policy making process

4.

Distributive logics of health care systems

5.

Complexity of health policy with other social policies: How health
policy is interacting with other social aspects

6.

Health care reform in Hong Kong

Teaching/Learning Lecture
Methodology
Lectures are used to provide students with the basic and necessary knowledge on
topics listed in the syllabus. To overcome the didactical nature of traditional ways
of lecturing, the lectures in this subject are conducted in a more dialogical and
interactive manner, and students are encouraged to raise any question or initiate a
discussion during the lectures. Students are encouraged to relate the lecture
materials with their daily practice and prepare to discuss in lectures.
Presentation
Presentation will be conducted by each student in the last two classes. Topics of
presentation are based on the final paper of students. Besides the presenting
students, all students are expected to participate actively in the discussion after each
presentation.
Special emphasis will be placed on developing critical thinking and analytical
ability in social issues and social policies relating to health care.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
weighting

Intended subject learning outcomes to
be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
a

b

c

d

1. Presentation

30









2. Final paper

70









Total

100

The current assignment methods facilitate independent and active learning for
students at doctorate level.
Presentation is essential to develop students’ analytical ability, verbal
communication and presentation skills.
In their final papers, students will have a chance to elaborate their arguments in
written form, to deepen their analysis, to demonstrate their critical and analytical
thinking, and to organize different materials in a systematic and logical manner.
Students are encouraged to develop their own perspectives on policy analysis through
exposing to a range of theoretical and practical issues relating to health services.

Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:


Lecture



Presentation

33 Hrs.
6 Hrs.

Other student study effort:



Pre-lecture reading

10 Hrs.



Post-lecture revision

26 Hrs.



Preparation for presentation

30 Hrs.



Preparation for final paper

45 Hrs.

Total student study effort

Reading List and
References

150 Hrs.
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