Subject Description Form

Subject Code

APSS465

Subject Title

Capstone Project for Practicing Social Policy and Administration

Credit Value

3

Level

4

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Pre-requisite:
APSS345 Social Research Methods
APSS3226 Research for Policy and Administration
All stream core subjects

Assessment
Methods

100% Continuous Assessment
1. Seminar Presentation and
Participation
2. Final Report

Individual Assessment

Group Assessment

-

30%

70%

-

• The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
• The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for
passing the subject; and
• Student must pass all the components if he/she is to pass the subject.

Objectives

The subject aims to allow students in the BASPA Programme to recapitulate what they
have learned in the Programme and further apply their knowledge and skills in designing
and conducting an independent and innovative research project under designated
supervisors. They are expected to consolidate and demonstrate their capacity and
competence commonly expected in their study of social policy and planning,
administration and management.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
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a.

identify, read, and deliberate on the key international and local literature in their
chosen topic and stream of study;

b.

design and engage in conducting an innovative, independent research project;

c.

link and integrate what they have learned in subjects in the Programme and put into
practice their knowledge and skills in a research setting; and

d.

demonstrate the values, ethics, and professional competence, including critical
thinking, problem-solving, entrepreneurship, innovation, teamwork, and
communication commonly expected from graduates in social policy and
administration.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

Under designated supervision, a student is expected to proceed to the following processes
in meeting the requirements of the subject:
1. identify an appropriate topic of research within the selected stream of study;
2. conduct a literature review on the relevant topic;
3. determine the scope and research design for conducting the project;
4. develop a research plan including methodology for data collection and analysis;
5. conduct data collection;
6. discuss research limitations and biases;
7. perform data analysis, draw conclusions, and explore implications for practicing
policy making or administration; and
8. write up and submit final report.
Throughout the entire process, students are expected to consult their designated
supervisors and report research progress. They are also required to present their research
findings in seminars and participate in group discussions.

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Students enrolled in this subject are expected to work closely with their designated
supervisors on their group research project. They will receive group and individual
supervision through workshops and discussions which will steer them to progress
throughout the entire research process. To complete the subject, students are required to
submit a report of 5,000 words excluding appendix, tables, or diagrams. To foster better
learning and sharing of knowledge, students will be required to make seminar
presentations and engage in interactive group discussions as one of the ways for getting
timely feedback.

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

1. Seminar Presentation
and Participation
2. Final Report
Total

%
Intended subject learning outcomes to be
weighting assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a

b

c

d

30 %









70 %









100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended
learning outcomes:
Even though it is a group project, individual effort would be assessed as well. As such
seminar presentation is a step for students to systematically organize, report, and reflect
on what they have done as a group, and a good chance to gather suggestions from other
students. Individual report writing is a good evidence for demonstrating students’
competence in undergoing an independent review/research.
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Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:


Workshop

3 Hrs.



Seminars

12 Hrs.



Individual/group supervision

24 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

Reading List and
References



Self-directed study and research

40 Hrs.



Preparation of seminar presentation

20 Hrs.



Report writing

30 Hrs.

Total student study effort

129 Hrs.
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