Subject Description Form
Subject Code

APSS3911

Subject Title

Social Work in School Settings

Credit Value

3

Level

3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Nil

Assessment Methods
100 %

Individual Assessment

Group Assessment

1. Attendance and Participation

10 %

0%

2. Group Presentation

0%

30 %

3. Term Paper

60 %

0%

•
•
•
Objectives

Continuous Assessment

The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and
Student must pass all component(s) if he/she is to pass the subject.

The subject aims to provide an overview of social work-related knowledge and
skills for intervention with different stakeholders (e.g., students and their
families as well as relevant significant others) in school settings.
To enable students to:
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1.

examine the historical development, contemporary status and future
trends of the school social work services in Hong Kong;

2.

grasp the knowledge, key concepts and skills related to working with
children and youth in school settings, their characteristics, problems and
needs;

3.

identify the roles, tasks and activities undertaken by school social work
practitioners;

4.

develop an awareness and skills in providing social work services in the
secondary setting, working with various school systems and other
relevant professionals;

5.

examine and critically evaluate relevant issues involved in the
formulation of policy and development of services in school settings.
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Intended Learning
Outcomes

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
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Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a.

formulate a basic understanding of social work services in various school
settings and develop a vision of its future trends;

b.

distinguish the knowledge, key concepts and skills related to school social
work in working with children and youth, their characteristics, issues and
needs;

c.

understand the core features of the school social work profession and the
essentials of roles and tasks of school social work practitioners;

d.

grasp specific knowledge in working with the secondary setting and
develop competence to work with different school systems and multidisciplinary professionals;

e.

critically evaluate the educational policies and development of relevant
services, and identify the various theoretical bases and functions of social
work intervention in relation to social work services in school settings.

1.

Basic knowledge and skills
- Definition, scope and boundary of school social work
- Historical development and future trends of school social work in Hong
Kong
- Ethical issues of school social work service
- Educational policies and their relevance to school social work services

2.

Specific practice in school social work
- Practice model of school social work service
- Roles and tasks of school social work practitioners;
- Social work delivery in the secondary setting
- Collaboration with the school systems and other multi-disciplinary
professionals

3.

Working with major target (students) in school settings
- Helping students with SEN
- Helping students with mental health problems (e.g., depression, anxiety
disorder, early psychosis, etc.)
- Helping students with personal and behavioural problems (e.g., sexual
identity, truancy, internet addiction, misconduct, substance use, juvenile
delinquency, etc.)

4.

Response and intervention to handling crisis
- Crisis intervention and management in school
- Critical family problems, child abuse, family violence, broken family
induced problems, etc.

5.

Developmental promotion in school settings
- Unleashing students’ potential in schools (e.g., positive development
programs, life and career counselling, making use of extracurricular
activities, etc.)
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology
(Note 3)

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

This subject will adopt a blended learning method, including lectures,
seminars, class exercises, online teaching materials, etc. The class format is
based on the understanding that students are prepared and active learners.
Lecture and seminar presentation are the main teaching and learning strategies,
and in doing so, two-way communication will be encouraged. Lecture is the
main method to deliver knowledge and concepts, while seminar and term paper
are good strategies to let students delve deeper into a particular subject area to
analyze and apply what they have learnt in class.

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
Intended subject learning outcomes to
weighting be assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a

b

c

d

e





(Note 4)

1. Attendance and
Participation

10 %







2. Group Presentation

30 %







3. Term Paper

60 %







Total

100 %






Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:
Attendance and participation are assessed as a way to reward those who are
actively involved in class and encourage students to take part in class
discussions, exercises and express individual views in class, which is part of an
interactive teaching and learning strategy. Assignments are in the form of
group presentation and an individual term paper. Collaboration and mutual
stimulation are achieved in the group presentations, while individual efforts
will be assessed through the term paper.
Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:


Lecture



Seminars

33 Hrs.
6 Hrs.

Other student study effort:


Seminars preparation

22 Hrs.



Term Paper

45 Hrs.

Total student study effort
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106 Hrs.
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