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Subject Code

APSS369

Subject Title

Social Work with Drug Abusers

Credit Value

3

Level

3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion
Assessment
Methods

Nil

100%

Continuous Assessment

Individual Assessment

Group Assessment

30%

0%

0%

50 %

20%

0%

1. Quiz
2. Group presentation
3. Participation

The students’ learning outcomes will be assessed through their performance in
coursework. The seminar presentation, discussion, case studies, and quiz are to
sum up and apply their learning to resolve issues and problems in drug abuse.
•
•
•

Objectives
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The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
The completion and submission of all component assignments are required
for passing the subject; and
Student must pass all components (standard of passing) if he/she is to pass
the subject.

The subject aims at enabling students to:
1.

acquire theoretical framework, professional knowledge, and helping skills
related to drug abuse;

2.

identify and examine various types of services for drug abusers in Hong
Kong;

3.

identify the characteristics, needs, and problems of the target groups;

4.

build up intervention skills in working with the target groups;

5.

relate services for drug abusers to the values and roles of professional social
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workers; and
6.

Intended Learning
Outcomes
(Note 1)

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
(Note 2)

be aware of the current issues and future trend of services for drug abusers in
Hong Kong.

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a.

define the key concepts of drug abuse behavior;

b.

identify different kinds of psychoactive substances and their effects;

c.

differentiate various causes of addictive behavior;

d.

position himself/herself in the drug treatment and rehabilitation system in
Hong Kong;

e.

review and analyze the five-pronged anti-drug strategy in Hong Kong

f.

relate drug abuse problems to other social problems, for example, mental
health and juvenile delinquency;

g.

grasp a whole picture of the drug scene of Hong Kong; and

h.

be aware of the current debates and existing service gap in Hong Kong.

The contents of the course are divided into 3 main parts.
Part I: Understanding of drug abuse
 The concept and definition of drugs, substance, drug use, drug misuse and
drug abuse, dosage, tolerance and withdrawal symptoms
 The theoretical explanations: biological, sociological, psycho-social,
structural and cultural perspectives
 The statistics, picture and trend (global and local)
Part II: Responses, intervention and programs for drug abusers
 The five-pronged anti-drug strategy in Hong Kong
 Responses: prohibition, hard reduction, medicalization and legalization
 Models: information model, affective model, social influence model
 Ordinances and law-enforcement against drug-related offences
Part III: Working with drug abusers
 Working with diverse populations
 Services in Hong Kong
 Five stages of drug recovery
 Motivational interview, relapse prevention and ethical concerns

Teaching/Learning In addition to lectures conducted by the subject teacher, self-reflection exercises,
audio-visual materials, simulation games, and demonstration will be used to
Methodology
facilitate classroom teaching. Seminars will be used to enable the students to
(Note 3)
discuss practice issues related to the knowledge learned in the class. A small
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group of three to five students will organize discussion, case studies or debates
among their fellow classmates. In seminar sessions, the subject teacher will serve
as a consultant and a resource person. Web-based Learning and out-of-class room
activity are used to facilitate student learning. The students will be exposed to the
real situations of drug treatment and rehabilitation process.
Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes
(Note 4)

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
Intended subject learning outcomes to be
weighting assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

1. Quiz

30 %

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

2. Group Presentation

50 %

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

3. Participation

20 %

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Total

100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:
(1) The quiz requires students to revise important theories, concepts and facts
of the criminal justice process and systems.
(2) The small group presentation encourages students to explore a topic in
good depth, and facilitate the learning and discussion of the whole class.
(3) Participation through class exercises is an idea creation, data collection,
thinking and writing exercise for the student to apply a theoretical
framework to analyze a practice issue in drug abuse.
Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:
 Lecture (including interactive lectures, class
discussion, small-group presentation in class & quiz)

33 Hrs.

 e-Learning/Web-based Learning

3 Hrs.

 Out-of-classroom visit(s)

3 Hrs.

Other student study effort:


Reading

20 Hrs.



Group discussion outside class, preparing
presentation and report

51Hrs.

Total student study effort
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110 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the
subject. Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.
Note 2: Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.
Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.
Note 4: Assessment Method
This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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