Subject Description Form
Subject Code

APSS344

Subject Title

Self, Culture and Society

Credit Value

3

Level

3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Nil

Assessment
Methods

100% Continuous Assessment

Individual
Assessment

Group
Assessment

1.

Oral presentation

50%

--

2.

Essay

50%

--

• The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
• The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and
• Student must pass the specific component(s) (standard of passing) if
he/she is to pass the subject.
Objectives

The subject aims to introduce students to those issues concerning the
transformation of culture and tradition under the currents of modern
civilization, with particular emphasis on the problems of the formation of
the modern self. The subject also attempts to relate the above issues to the
problem of indigenization in human services.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
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a.

understand the importance of the issues concerning the
transformation of culture and tradition under the currents of modern
civilization;

b.

recognize the problems of the formation of modern self pertaining to
the modern Chinese social context;

c.

evaluate the links between the above issues and the problem of
indigenization in human services.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1.

Introduction

2.

The formation of the modern identity
a.
b.
c.

3.

Chinese culture and the deep structure of the Chinese self
a.
b.
c.

4.

c.
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Culture, social science and the helping professions
Human service professions in the local context
The cross-cultural basis of human service professions

The problem of indigenization in human service professions
a.
b.

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

East meets West
The rationalization and transformation of Chinese familism
The making of the Hong Kong Chinese self

The culture factors of Human Service Professions
a.
b.
c.

6.

Confucianism and the disintegration of the traditional order
Chinese familism
Autonomy, emotion and the formation of the Chinese
modern identity

The local Hong Kong Context
a.
b.
c.

5.

The Western rationalization process
The malaises of modernity
Sources of the modern self

The problem of indigenization in social science
The different approaches of indigenization in the helping
professions
Towards the construction of an indigenized theoretical
framework for understanding the helping professions

The subject will be taught via lectures. The instructor introduces students
to major concepts and arguments related with relevant topics. The
instructor demonstrates to them the relevance of those concepts and
arguments for social and cultural analysis. Students are expected to pay
their effort to organize presentations and small group discussions in
lectures on social and cultural issues.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
Intended subject
weighting learning outcomes to be
assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
a

b

c

1. Oral presentation

50%







2. Essay

50%







Total

100%

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing
the intended learning outcomes:
Oral Presentation
Students are expected to work in small groups to prepare and present their
work on analyzing a selected topic. They are required to show their own
understanding and analysis of the issues concerning the transformation of
culture and tradition under the currents of modern civilization, the
formation of the modern self, and the problem of indigenization in human
services. Moreover, they are expected to lead discussions and debates as
well as taking part in questions and answers. The lectures will provide a
platform for participatory learning where they can deepen their
understanding on various dimensions of the modern self.
Essay
Students are required to submit an individual term paper on a selected
topic. This enables the students to show their own understanding and
analysis of the issues concerning the transformation of culture and
tradition under the currents of modern civilization, the formation of the
modern self, and the problem of indigenization in human services.
Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:


Lectures

39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:


Oral presentation

20 Hrs.



Writing term paper

20 Hrs.



Self-studies

33 Hrs.

Total student study effort
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112 Hrs.
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Essential
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Routledge.
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