Subject Description Form

Subject Code APSS3241

Subject Title The Philosophical Foundations of Policy Planning
Credit Value 3

Level 3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/

Pre-requisite :

Exclusion APSS2200 The Art of Reasoning
APSS345 Social Research Methods
Assessment
Methods 100% Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment Group Assessment
1. Seminar presentation and 40 % -
participation
2. Written assignment 60 % -
o The final grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
e The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for
passing the subject; and
o Student must pass the specific component(s) (standard of passing) if he/she is to
pass the subject.
Objectives The subject aims to introduce students to major philosophical perspectives to analyze

the nature of “theory” and “ practice” in policy planning, as well as to evaluate critically
the place of knowledge, self, value, and context in policy planning. It is expected that
students will be able to acquire alternative perspectives in perceiving human nature,
rationality, knowledge and social context, and their relations with policy planning.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Indicative Syllabus

Outcomes ) o ) )
a. articulate the nature of “theory” and “practice” in policy planning;
b. evaluate critically the place of knowledge, self, value, and context in policy
planning;
c. acquire alternative perspectives in perceiving human nature, rationality, knowledge
and social context, and their relations with policy planning.
Subject Synopsis/ 1. Reflections on the meta-theoretical underpinnings of concept formation and

theorizing in policy planning; assumptions about the nature of nature of knowledge,
the nature of self, value, power, and society, and the relationship between theory
and practice in policy planning

2. The problem of fact-value distinction in policy planning
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The nature of theory in policy planning
The involvement of practical reasoning in policy planning

Technical, political, and communicative accounts in policy planning; the interplay
between public interests, structural constraints and power dynamics, and policy
planning

Making sense of public interests in policy planning: socio-cultural context, self
conception, and the formation of public interests

7. Case reflection: insights drawn from selected issues and cases
Teaching/Learning Lectures and seminars are used to facilitate students’ learning of the subject. In the
Methodology lectures, the instructor introduces students to major concepts and arguments related
with relevant topics. The instructor demonstrates to them the relevance of those
concepts and arguments for policy planning. Students are encouraged to discuss
current policy issues in class.

2. Students are expected to pay their effort to organize presentations and small group
discussions in seminars on assigned topics. It is hoped that they can draw insights
from the concepts and arguments they have learnt in the lectures to illuminate their
reflections on issues and cases in policy planning.

Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to be
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
Intended Learning
a b c
Outcomes
1. Seminar presentation 40 % v 4 v
and participation
2. Individual written 60 % v 4 v
assignment
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended

learning outcomes:

Seminar presentations and small group discussions enable the students to show their

own understanding and analysis of the issues concerning policy planning.

Individual written assignments enable the students to show their own understanding and

analysis of the issues concerning policy planning.

Student Study Class contact:

Effort Expected
. Lecture 24 Hrs.
. Seminar 15 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

" Preparation for seminar presentation 38 Hrs.
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" Writing term paper 38 Hrs.

Total student study effort 115 Hrs.
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