Subject Description Form
Subject Code

APSS5211

Subject Title

Gender, Social Policy and Social Development

Credit Value

3

Level

5

Pre-requisite/
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Nil

Assessment Methods

Individual
Assessment

Group Assessment

1. Individual term paper

50%

-

2. Project Presentation

-

25%

25%

-

100% Continuous Assessment

3. Film Report

Objectives

•

The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;

•

The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and

•

Student must pass all components at 50% or grade D if he/ she is to
pass the subject

1. Engage students in the discussions of gender theories as paths to
enhancing gender equality through the policy process and policy
outcomes.
2. Teach students to think critically about the notion of social
development in the age of globalization and its impact on inequality.
3. Formulate gender-structured problem analysis and examine gender and
diversity implications of policy outcomes.
4. Articulate the essential role of public institutions in formulation of
social policies and delivery of public services in enhancing gender
equality.
5. Investigate current issues and concerns relating to the practice of social
development to the promotion of gender equality.

Last updated in June 2020

APSS5211 for the academic year of 2020/21

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students are able to:
a. Develop an understanding of the gendered conceptual underpinnings of
social policy and social development.
b. Analyse, think critically, by both learning concepts key to intersectional
gender policy analysis.
c. Be able to critique social policies from social development and gender
relations perspectives.
d. Articulate the essential role of public institutions in policy making and social
development process relating to gender equality.
e. Understand global interdependencies and their implications for policymaking
and social development.
f. Articulate the key social development issues confronting individuals,
families, and communities in contemporary societies.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

Subject Synopsis:
Students will learn the relationship among gender, social policy and social
development through examining a range of policies and developmental issues
from around the world, and with the focus on local issues. In the first part of
the course, students will become familiar with the key concepts necessary for
gender policy analysis including how gender operates as a social structure and
its intersectional relationship to other social structures such as class, age,
disability and ethnicity. Students will also learn certain social development
perspectives and how these perspectives relate with the gender equality.
The second part of the course focuses on specific areas where gender policy
analysis has been applied. Exploration of specific areas allows students to
become familiar with some of the major discussions in the field of gender and
social policy. This will also offer students an opportunity to examine and learn
from how gender policy analyses have been carried out in a variety of contexts.
Certain areas covered in the second half of the course include equal
opportunities, power relations in households, employment, social security,
gender based violence, etc.
This course will allow students to assess what strategies have been more or less
effective in promoting more gender-equitable society and the challenges of
achieving policies attentive to intersectional inequalities.
Indicative Syllabus:
(I) Key Concepts
1. Initial discussion of gender, social policy and social development
 Contemporary social and cultural beliefs about gender
 Feminism and the welfare state
 Social development perspectives
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Gendered social policy

2. Gender inequality and social development
 Globalization in the production of gender inequalities
 Aspects of gender inequality
 Trends in gender inequality
3. Gender and intersectionality
 Theory of intersectionality
 Identity politics
4. Mainstreaming gender into social development
 Conceptualizing women’s empowerment
 Gender mainstreaming as an integral part of social policy
 institutional arrangements in promoting gender equality
(II) Gender Issues and Policy Interventions
5. Gender power relations in households
 Household division of labour
 Non-market work and time-use issues
 Revisiting family policy
6. Gender, work and the market
 Gender structure at work
 Fluidity of women’s labour
 Feminization of the labour force?
 Revisiting labour policy
7. Gender, poverty and social security
 Feminization of poverty
 Welfare reform
 Revisiting welfare policy
8. Gender and violence
 Gender-based violence
 Sexual harassment and violence
 Anti-violence practice
Teaching/Learning
Methodology

1. Interactive Lecture
a)

To interact between instructor and students and among students;

b)

To foster deeper processing of content through discussion.

2. Project Presentation
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a)

To bring about deeper understanding of and further exploration into the
concepts and theories being touched upon in lectures;

b)

To enable students to actively participate in the exploration of some
given topics through presentation and leading of group discussion.
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3. Pre-class Reading

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

a)

To allow students to critically engage with the ideas of the readings;

b)

To let the students relate the arguments of the reading to an existing
policy issue and critically comment on it.

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
Intended subject learning outcomes to
weighting be assessed
a

b

c

d

e

f

1. Individual term
paper

50 %













2. Project Presentation

25%













3. Film Report

25%













Total

100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:
Term paper will allow students to integrate major concepts, theory and
methods they have learnt in the subject to demonstrate their knowledge and
competence in the field of study. Students can also indicate the effectiveness
of their proficiency in communicating ideas, creativity and critical thinking,
appropriateness and critical insights in making judgment, and handling
complex ethical and social issues.
Project presentation will provide an additional opportunity for students to
display the learning outcomes as described above. This will also allow them to
make evident their competence in communicating ideas and learning
experience in an interactive, student-centred and problem-based setting.
Students as a team will need to select one of the given social issues, and
prepare a presentation and further discussion.
Students are also required to write a brief film report in this course. Students
are required to watch a film with the focus on gender power relations. After
then, students are required to write a short piece of work to comment on what
sort of social policy or policies can help resolving the gender issues spelt out in
the film.
Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:


Lecture and Project Presentation

39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:
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Preparation for Project Presentation

20 Hrs.
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Preparation for Term Paper

36 Hrs.



Preparation for Film Report

20 Hrs.



Self-studies

10 Hrs.

Total student study effort
Reading List and
References

125 Hrs.
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