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Objectives

This course aims to provide students with a broader understanding of growing
Chinese megacities against the backdrop of globalization. It introduces various
theoretical approaches and scholarly traditions including transnational sociology,
urban sociology, globalization theory, and critical development studies to examine
the social issues and developmental dilemmas in the complex urban settings. In
this course, we will explore a range of dynamics and processes of urban life,
ranging from neoliberal policy and its resistance, urban inequality and disparity,
migration and marginalization, endeavors of service-, policy-, and grassroots-
oriented NGOs to alleviate social problems and to offer alternative visions of
development at local and international levels, to popular culture and leisure in the
emerging Chinese megacities. These topics and issues are crucial to our
understanding of rapidly changing organization of society and community in an
age of globalization. Our goal is to critically evaluate the opportunities, and to
assess the attempts and efforts made by NGOs and citizens to meet the challenges
brought by globalization and urban development particularly in the context of
contemporary China.
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Intended Learning | Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
Outcomes a. familiarize themselves with the dynamics and processes of urban development
(Note 1) in contemporary China against the backdrop of globalization.

ole

b. identify current political, economic, social, and cultural issues in the
globalizing Chinese megacities.

c. evaluate the opportunities and challenges brought by globalization and urban
development.

d. analyze and envision the roles of emerging Chinese megacities in the world
by examining current policy initiatives and grassroots efforts.

1. Literacy: (a)—(d) — Students will be required to read and reflect on academic
texts from multiple sources regarding the dynamics and processes of
globalization and urbanization particularly in the context of contemporary
China.

2. Higher order thinking: (¢)+(d) — Students will abstract key ideas and concepts
from specific texts and lectures materials, and will apply them in analyzing
the social issues and developmental dilemmas in complex settings of
globalizing Chinese megacities.

3. Life-long learning: (c) — Students will be guided to assess and compare the
opportunities and challenges brought by on-going globalization and
urbanization. (d) — Students will be encouraged to consider their roles as
critical and responsible global citizens and urban dwellers.

Subject Synopsis/ 1. Course Introduction and Administration
Indicative Syllabus | 2. Urbanization and the Rise of Chinese Megacities
(Note 2) 3. Global Market and China’s Urban Growth

4. The World’s Factory and the Industrial Cities

5. Advanced Economy and the Global Cities

6. Neoliberalism and Chinese Urban Dreams

7. Urban Leisure Culture in Globalizing China

8. Urban Citizenship in an Age of Globalization

9. Urban Sustainability and the City of Future

10. Course Wrap-Up and Reflections

Teaching/Learning | This course will be delivered by lectures, facilitated by in-class group work
Methodology activities. The lectures will introduce key ideas and concepts based on multiple
3 sources of readings regarding the dynamic processes of globalization and
(Note 3) urbanization. The lectures will employ real-world, contemporary examples to
provide students with a better understanding of the urban life in globalizing
Chinese megacities.
In addition, students will participate in in-class group work activities. They will
form groups to accomplish a task or to answer specific questions regarding the
urban issues and trends in globalizing China. Using a combination of various
learning materials such as screenings of video clips, documentaries, clippings of
news coverage, academic texts, and other visual materials, interaction
environments will be created in which students will work together to apply and
discuss ideas and concepts that they learn from lectures and assigned readings. For
example, with the screening of a short video clip on the consumption patterns of
Chinese urban dwellers, each group will be invited to analyze their socio-economic
causes by applying concepts and theories learnt from readings and lectures, and to
submit their group answers for assessment. To acquire reading and writing skills,
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students will be required to complete two quizzes based on required readings and
lecture content. They will also compose an academic paper to reflect on and further
explore specific topic(s) covered in this course.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)

a b C

1. Group Work 25%

2. Quizzes 25%

~ | < |
~ | < |
~ || |=

v
v
3. Term Paper 50% Y

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:

In this course, students will be required to participate in in-class group work
activities, complete two quizzes, and compose an academic paper.

The in-class group work activities will facilitate students to comprehend and apply
key concepts and ideas. Students will work together to perform collaborative tasks
with the use of various learning materials. Through group discussion and learning
activities, students will enjoy the opportunities to develop higher order thinking by
analyzing the dynamics and processes of urban development, and by evaluating the
policy initiates in contemporary China.

The quizzes will provide ongoing assessments of students’ knowledge gained from
assigned readings. They include both multiple choice and short questions.

The term paper will require students to reflect on and further explore specific
topic(s) covered by this course. To maximize the intended learning outcomes and
to develop higher order thinking, students will be required not only to describe and
explain the urban issues and trends in the Chinese megacities, but also to assess
and compare the opportunities and challenges brought by globalization and
urbanization. They will be also invited to critically reflect on their roles as global
citizens and urban dwellers in the academic papers.

The completion and submission of all component assignments is required in order
to pass the subject.

Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:

= Lecture / In-Class Group Work 39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

= Self-Study 26 Hrs.

=  Assignment Preparation 40 Hrs.

Total student study effort 105 Hrs.
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