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Subject Code FH2C09

Subject Title Abnormal Things and Spiritual Beings in Chinese Culture
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Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite / Nil

Co-requisite/

Exclusion

Objectives The course provides modern insights into the representations of supernatural
phenomena and mysterious experience in Chinese culture. Through the study
of folklores, legends, literature, film, TV series, talk shows, students will be able
to understand Chinese folk beliefs and religious practices. The course involves
interdisciplinary study in areas of philosophy, religious studies, sociology,
Chinese literature and media studies.

Intended Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Learning

Outcomes a. have basic knowledge of how mysterious experience is being explained in

(Note 1) Chinese society; _ _ _
b. understand the changing concepts and values concerning mysterious

experience in Chinese society;
c. understand the interaction of mysterious expressions between everyday life
and folk belief;

d. relate folk beliefs to different religions;
e. develop library and web-based research skills relevant to literary studies and,;
f. meet the English reading and writing requirements.

Subject 1. Introduction

Synopsis/ 2. Theories on mysterious experience

Indicative 3. Deities and spirits

Syllabus 4. Legendary animals in myths
5. Ghosts in classical literature

(Note 2) 6. Ghosts in contemporary media
7. Taboos in language, behaviour and everyday life
8. Necromancy, sorcery and divination
9. Customs and rituals of exorcism

10. The foreign devils: influence of foreign religions
11. Weird diseases and medical treatments

12. Superpower and gigong

13. Conclusion




Teaching/

The course comprises two-hour lectures and one-hour tutorials.

Pre-class

Learning readings will be supplemented by the use of textual and audio-visual materials
Methodology in the lectures. Students are also required to read media items and readings for
(Note 3) tutorial discussion. At the beginning of the semester students will be assigned
topics of works to study with and to provide a written report for oral
presentations in the tutorials, which will then be developed into a term paper
with research elements.
Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Alignment with | | methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
Intended tick as appropriate)
Learning
Outcomes a b c d e f
(Note 4) 1.Mid-term quiz 20% |V |V [N
2. Oral Tutorial Presentation 20% [N [N [N [N NN
3. Written Tutorial Report 10% |V [N [N [N NN
4. Draft 1 and Draft 2 of the 10% |V [N [N [N N Y
term paper
5.Term Paper (minimum 40% | [N [N NN Y
requirement: 2500 English
words)
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the

intended learning outcomes:

The mid-term quiz, including multiple choice questions and simple answer
questions, will help gauge students’ mastering of philosophical concepts,
religious practices and folk beliefs related to mysterious experience in

The written tutorial report and oral presentation can inform the teacher the
progress students have made in their general grasp of the subject and their

1.

traditional and modern China.
2.

skill in writing and oral communication.
3.

The term paper can help assess the students’ overall in-depth understanding
of the subject. The first and second drafts of the term paper will be graded
by ELC. Students will fulfil the English writing requirement via submissions
of both drafts.

Class contact:




Student Study
Effort Expected

= | ectures 26 Hrs.

= Tutorials 12 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

= Pre-class reading 48 Hrs.
» Report and essay writing 36 Hrs.
Total student study effort 122 Hrs.

Reading List and
References
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Yao Xinzhong. Religious Experience in Contemporary China. Cardiff:
University of Wales Press, 2007.

Zeitlin, Judith T. The Phantom Heroine: Ghosts and Gender in Seventeenth-
Century Chinese Literature. Honululu: University of Hawaii Press, 2007.




Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes

Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion
of the subject. Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall
programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-
crowding of the syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology

This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed
to facilitate learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning
outcomes of the subject.

Note 4:Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and
indicate which of the subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It
should also provide a brief explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing
the intended learning outcomes.




