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Subject Code FH2CO03M

Subject Title Cultural History of the Eastern Silk Road #4482 4 5B S04k i 52
Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite / Nil.

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

This subject introduces key features of the cultural history of the
eastern portion of The Silk Road across the Han and Tang Dynasties
to highlight imperial China’s interaction with and influence on its
neighboring countries. With exploration of the cities along the Silk
Road, students will be guided to see the transformation the Silk Road
throughout early and medieval China. Issues and themes from
history, religion, ritual, hierarchy, art, architecture, archaeology,
culture, music and dance, will be addressed for an understanding of
cosmopolitanism and cultural life in imperial China.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Outcomes a. know the history of the eastern portion of the Silk Road in
(Note 1) depth;

b. understand of the cosmopolitanism in imperial China and the
role that China used to play in cultural exchange;

Cc. observe the cultural interaction between China and other
Eurasian countries;

d. develop analytical skills by close comparison of textual study in
classes and study of on-site objects in field trips;

e. Increase global awareness through examining critically crucial
issues related to the cultural interactions on the Silk Road from
the Han dynasty until the present day.

Subject Synopsis/ 1. Introduction: Cosmopolitanism and Cultural Interaction — a

Indicative Syllabus
(Note 2)

Perspective to understand Ancient Silk Road

2. Archaeological findings along the Silk Road to date: An
Overview

3. The Silk Road since Han Dynasty: Interaction with the Hu and
the states in the “Western Region”

4. The Cosmopolitan Terminus of Silk Road: Historical Chang’an
and Modern Xi’an

5. Historical Chang’an in literary classics and Urban Layouts of
Chang’an in Tang Dynasty

6. The Silk Road and the influx of foreign religions: Buddhism,
Nestorian Christianity and Zoroastrianism

7. Entryway into Xinjiang for Buddhism and Islam: Khotan

8. Cultural interactions between ancient China and other Eurasian
countries

9. The Time Capsule of Silk Road: Dunhuang Frescoes

10. At the Crossroads of Central Asia: Kucha and The Caves of
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Kizir and Kingdom of Kroraina
11. The Silk Road Traders: Samarkand and Sogdiana
12. Conclusion: On Sinicization
Teaching/Learning The subject comprises lectures, tutorials and interactive study tours
Methodology in Xi’an. The lecture will be aided by presentation of pictorial and
(Note 3) video materials. Students are required to read assigned readings
before the class meeting. In the tutorial session, students will discuss
reading materials and present their research to share their insights
and demonstrate their comprehensive learning outcome.
Assessment Methods
in Alignment with Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Intended Learning methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed
Outcomes (Please tick as appropriate)
(Note 4) a|b|c|d]e
1. Attendance and 10% N | A
Active
Participation
2. Oral Presentation/ |  30% NN AN AN A
Group Project
3. Final Quiz 20% NI NN
4. Individual Final 40% VI[NV
Term Paper
Total 100 %
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:
The final quiz, comprising multiple choice questions and simple
answer questions, will help students gauge the key concepts covered
in the lectures.
Oral presentations or group project scheduled in tutorial sessions can
best assess the students’ overall grasp of the knowledge and skills
learnt.
The individual term paper of 2000-3500 words in English, done in
accordance with the instructor’s comments and feedbacks, will best
assess the students' consolidation of the knowledge and skills learnt
from the subject and their ability to present specific aspects of the
subject.
Students’ active participation in lectures, tutorial discussions and
also online Blackboard learning is essential in ensuring students’
understanding and improving presentation skills in depth.
Student Study Effort | c|ass contact:
Expected
= Lectures 26 Hrs
» Tutorials 13 Hrs
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Other student study effort:
= Preparation & Participation: Reading and Self-study 42 Hrs
= Assessment: Report and essay writing 36 Hrs
= Assessment: Oral Presentation/ Group Project 12 Hrs
Total student study effort 129 Hrs
Reading List and iy EH :
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes

Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion
of the subject. Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall
programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-
crowding of the syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology

This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed
to facilitate learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning
outcomes of the subject.

Note 4:Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and
indicate which of the subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It
should also provide a brief explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing
the intended learning outcomes.
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