Subject Description Form

Subject Code CC2F25 / CC2F25P

Subject Title Shaping the Self in Late Imperial Chinese Literature
AT SR R B R Z

Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Exclusion subjects for CC2F01: CC2FO01P and CC220
Exclusion subjects for CC2F01P: CC2F01 and CC220

Objectives

The subject considers the boundaries that define the self in late imperial
Chinese culture, in spatial, intellectual, and emotional terms. The focus falls
on the latter half of the late imperial period, from the mid-fifteenth century
on, when increasing value was placed on the self, subjectivity, and desire and
new understandings of the mind led many to challenge neoclassical
Confucian norms. Through close reading of texts on geography and travel,
education, leisure and connoisseurship, and self-fulfilment in romance,
students can consider various factors shaping notions of the self. Thereby
they can appreciate how physical and abstract boundaries of place,
knowledge, and personhood factor into self-perception and action. The
subject requires substantial reading. The research report for the subject
conducted in Chinese-language satisfies the university Reading and Writing
requirements.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(@)

comprehend how the self can be defined with reference to place and
space, the family unit, social and educational groups, and belief
system;

(b)
(©)

describe interplay between views of the self and mind and social role;

recognize notions of the self, social body, and prescribed behaviors
associated with teachings of Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism.

(d)

chart the social, economic, and intellectual factors that impact the
boundaries of self and social roles;

(€)

read texts on travel and exploration, connoisseurship, and romance
with attention to social and historical context.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative
Syllabus

1. Introduction : Boundaries in Space, Knowledge and Personhood

2. Territorial Expansion, its Economic and Intellectual Impact: Silver and
Time

3. Exploring the Empire: Travel Writings of Xu Xiake, Merchants &
Explorers

4. Fruits of the Examination System: Failed Scholars and Bored Officials
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Education for Men and for Women and its Aims
6. The Inward Turn: Leisure and Connoisseurship

7. Philosophical critiques of self and society: Wang Yang-ming and his
Rivals

8. The Battle between Passion and Reason in the drama Peony Pavilion
9. Why Study? Reading, Daydreaming, Self-Knowledge and Action
10. Transformation of Self through Self-Knowledge and Action

11. Medical beliefs about the Body and Social Personhood: The Whole
Person

12. Death and Rebirth in Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist Practice
13. Growing up and Gender Roles
14. Self, Subjectivity, and Transformation: A Moment or a Constant Process?

Teaching/Learning | Lectures will introduce a variety of philosophical, historical, and literary text
Methodology and the social and historical context. Both the lectures and tutorials will guide
students to trace the increasing attention to subjectivity and individual
experience and desire and the historical, economic, and social factors that
shaped this cultural turn. The tutorial will focus on close reading and
explication of texts and highlight key themes, concepts, and values expressed
there. Lectures and tutorials are structured to foster teacher-student interaction
as well as respectful, active dialogue among students.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
Intended Learning || methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
Outcomes
a b C d e
1. Response papers 20% \ \ \ \ N
on major readings,
twice during the
term
2. Participation, 20% V \ \ \ \
including the
preparation of
question/examples
for discussion
3. Quizzes 20% N \ \
4. Final paper 40% V \ V v N
Total 100%
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Student Study Class contact:

Effort Expected
= Lectures 26 Hrs.

= Tutorials 13 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

= Reading 39 Hrs.
= Writing 39 Hrs.
= Group-based research (10-minute oral report) 4 Hrs.
Total student study effort 121 Hrs.
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