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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

 

Subject Description Form  
 
 

Subject Code CC2C28/ CC2C28P 

Subject Title The Environment and the Chinese People: Past & Present 

中國歷史上的人與環境 

 

Credit Value 3 

Level 2 

Pre-requisite /     

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Nil 

Objectives 

 

With its staggering economic growth in recent decades, China has to face the 

accelerating costs of environmental degradation. As a country with one-quarter 

of the world’s population, the environmental problems in China inevitably 

affect the rest of the world. This course aims to provide students with cases that 

demonstrate the interconnectedness between Chinese people and their living 

environment, past and present, and an interdisciplinary perspective to 

understand the interactive relationship between the Chinese people and nature, 

and how the Chinese people cope with environmental challenges. The course is 

of concern to students who are interested not only in the environmental history 

of China but also in environmental issues of the world.  

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

a. Understand how Chinese civilization shaped, and was shaped by, the 

environment. 

b. Correlate the environmental challenges of pre-modern and modern 

China with the development of Chinese society and economy. 

c. Analyze contemporary environmental issues of China in historical and 

comparative perspectives. 

d. Develop skills and knowledge in coping with environmental issues and 

working towards the betterment of mankind and the planet.    

e. Foster self-reflection in their learning through examining individual 

outcomes and environmental changes. 

f. Fulfill Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements.  

 

Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 

 

1. Traditional Chinese perceptions of the human-nature relationship 

2. Human-Nature relationship in ancient Chinese philosophy 

3. Environmental disasters and pre-modern Chinese society 

4. Animals, diseases, food, and the environment 

5. Climate and its role in Chinese history 
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6. Pre-modern Chinese warfare and environmental problems 

7. Modern Chinese perceptions of the human-nature relationship 

8. Modernization, urbanization, and industrialization in modern China and their 

consequences on the environment 

9. Military and non-military mobilization and environmental degradation 

10. Modern warfare and the environment 

11. Contemporary Chinese environmental issues in a world historical context 

12. Reflection: economic development and environmental issues in China 

 

Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  

 

    The course will draw from both primary sources and secondary readings to 

provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the history and theory 

of Chinese environmental issues, past and present. The selected readings will 

take students to the frontiers of the current literature on the topics. Visual and 

audio material will also be used in class.  

    Apart from history, knowledge and information from multiple social sciences 

disciplines, such as anthropology, archaeology, climatology, economics, and 

sociology, as well as biology, will be utilized in the course.  

    To emphasize the link between knowledge learned in the classroom and 

knowledge learned from practice, students will form groups to work on projects 

that require them to come up with proposals for coping with a certain 

environmental issue. The proposals will be evaluated on a competitive basis, 

and the group members have to give presentations of their projects in class.  

 

Assessment Methods 

in Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

 

 

Specific assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to 

be assessed (Please tick as 

appropriate) 

a b c d e f 

1. One mid-term & 

one final quiz 

30 × × ×    

2. Group project 

 

40 × × × × × CR 

CW/ 

ER 

EW 

3. One oral 

presentation and one 

tutorial report 

30 × × × × × CR/ 

ER 

Total  100 %  

 

 

Student Study 

Effort Expected 

Class contact:  

 Lectures 26Hrs. 
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 Tutorials 13Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Reading 50Hrs. 

 Tutorial and group project preparation 35Hrs. 

Total student study effort  124Hrs. 
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